2 Timothy 1:10



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but, however, instead.”  With this we have the appositional or explanatory accusative feminine singular aorist passive participle from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to be revealed.”

The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which gathers into a whole the revelation of God’s plan and grace, but emphasizes the results of it being revealed to mankind.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that the plan and grace of God produce the action of being revealed in the Church Age.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the temporal adverb NUN, which means “now; at the present time.”  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the feminine singular article and noun EPIPHANEIA, which means “through the appearance.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and nouns SWTĒR, CHRISTOS, and IĒSOUS, meaning “of the Savior, Christ Jesus.”  With this we also have the first person plural possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”
“but at the present time has been revealed through the appearance of our Savior, Christ Jesus,”
- is the Attic Greek coordinating conjunction construction MEN…DE, with means “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the appositional genitive masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb KATARGEW, which has four meanings: “(1) to cause something to be unproductive, use up, exhaust, waste Lk 13:7; (2) to cause something to lose its power or effectiveness, invalidate, make powerless Rom 3:3, 31; 4:14; 5:6; 9:4; 16:2; Gal 3:17; 1 Cor 1:28; Eph 2:15; (3) to cause something to come to an end or to be no longer in existence, abolish, wipe out, set aside 1 Cor 13:11; 6:13; 15:24; 2 Thes 2:8; 2 Tim 1:10; 1 Cor 2:6; 13:8, 10; 15:26; Rom 6:6; 2 Cor 3:7, 14; Gal 5:11; (3) to cause the release of someone from an obligation (one has nothing more to do with it), be discharged, be released Rom 7:2; Gal 5:4.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, which means “death” and refers to both spiritual death and resultant physical death.


The meaning here has to be determined based upon a parallel passage: 1 Cor 15:26, “Death, the last enemy, will be abolished.”  We have the same noun and same verb used.  The reference in 1 Cor 15:26 is to physical death, as the context of 1 Cor 15 clearly indicates.  But there is also an enigma here.  An enigma is a statement of which the meaning has to be searched for in order to be discovered.”
  The enigma is spiritual death, from whose power we were also released at the moment of salvation.  Therefore, we have a dual connotation to both physical and spiritual death here.
“Who on the one hand made [physical and spiritual] death powerless,”
- is the other half of MEN…DE construction, meaning “but on the other hand.”  With this we have the appositional genitive masculine singular aorist active participle for the verb PHWTIZW, which means “to cause to be illumined, give light to, light (up), illuminate; to make known in reference to the inner life or transcendent matters and thus enlighten, enlighten, give light to, shed light upon.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that our Lord has produced the action of illuminating or bringing to light the spiritual life and eternal life of those who believe in Him.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, which means “life” and refers to the spiritual life of the Church Age, as in Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun APHTHARSIA, which means “the state of not being subject to decay/dissolution/interruption, incorruptibility, immortality 1 Cor 15:42, 50, 53f; Rom 2:7.”
  Finally, we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “through the gospel.”
“but on the other hand has illuminated life and immortality through the gospel,”
2 Tim 1:10 corrected translation
“but at the present time has been revealed through the appearance of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who on the one hand made death powerless, but on the other hand has illuminated life and immortality through the gospel,”
Explanation:
1.  “but at the present time has been revealed through the appearance of our Savior, Christ Jesus,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony with reference to our Lord, nor me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering evil with reference to the gospel according to the power of God, the One [God the Father] having saved us and having called into the holy position, not according to our works but according to His own predetermined plan and grace, which has been given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, but at the present time has been revealed through the appearance of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who on the one hand made [physical and spiritual] death powerless, but on the other hand has illuminated life and immortality through the gospel,”

b.  God planned the Church Age in eternity past, but He did not reveal it until after the resurrection and ascension of Christ.  The grace of God was prepared for us in eternity past, but not revealed to us until now.  The plan of God was prepared for all Church Age believers in eternity past, but not revealed to us until now.


c.  The plan and grace of God, which is extended to all believers of the Church Age, was not revealed in the Old Testament Scripture, but was a mystery, waiting to be revealed after the resurrection of Christ.  The revelation of this grace plan began with the first advent of Christ.

d.  Our Lord’s first Advent was the initial demonstration and testing of the power of the new spiritual life that would exist in the future in the Church Age.  Our Lord tested and proved that through the grace support of God and the filling of the Holy Spirit a true human being could execute the will of God perfectly.


e.  Our Lord demonstrated a new spiritual life never before seen in human history.  He proved that this spiritual life was the perfect means of glorifying God.


f.  The revelation of this spiritual life is twofold.



(1)  It was revealed by the human life of our Lord on earth.



(2)  It is revealed by the New Testament canon of Scripture.

2.  “Who on the one hand made [physical and spiritual] death powerless,”

a.  1 Cor 15:26 says that our Lord will abolish physical death, “Death, the last enemy, will be abolished.”


(1)  Death is the enemy of Jesus Christ and the rest of the Trinity.



(2)  Death was created by Adam, when he deliberately disobeyed the known will of God.  Adam committed spiritual suicide and physical death was the resulting judgment from God.



(3)  God has never desired the death of anyone.  Satan has desired the death of every human being who has ever lived.


b.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Rev 20:14, “Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.”


(2)  Rev 21:4, “and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”

c.  God abolishes death by the resurrection of every person who has ever lived.  This is a dogmatic fact and statement of the word of God.  On the one hand all believers in Christ are raised to eternal life with God.  On the other hand all unbelievers are raised to participate in the second death, which is everlasting life in the lake of fire.


d.  The believer dies only once.  They unbeliever dies physically and then participates in the second death, when they are thrown into the lake of fire.


e.  Physical death is not abolished until the end of human history.  This is why this is a future event, though presented as a present idea, as if it were happening right now.


f.  The love of God functions in grace to stop the horrible affects of physical death for all believers in Christ.  Separation from those we love is abolished forever.  But for those who refuse to believe in Christ, they suffer the affects of the second death, which includes separation from all loved ones, forever.


g.  Spiritual death is abolished at the moment we believe in Christ.  We are made spiritually alive through the imputation of eternal life to our regenerated human spirit.  We are given a spiritual life that lasts forever. 


h.  No one will ever be able to die spiritually in the eternal state.  There will not be another fall of man, nor the fall of any angel.

i.  The power of physical death over mankind has been ended forever by the resurrection of Christ.  The resurrection of Christ was the proof and demonstration by God that He had the power and was willing to give a human being a resurrection life that was incapable of death.



(1)  This is more than simply bringing a person back from the dead.  God had done that several times in human history, but the person subsequently died again.



(2)  This is God making eternal life operational in a human body after death.


j.  God takes the sting out of physical death by overcoming physical death with eternal life in a resurrection body.


k.  God also makes spiritual death powerless by giving a unique spiritual life to the Church Age believer.



(1)  Spiritual death reigned in our mortal bodies from the moment of birth until we were born again, Rom 5:14-21, “Nevertheless, [spiritual] death ruled from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s transgression [original sin], who is a type of Him who was destined to come. But not as that transgression [Adam’s original sin] so also is that gracious gift [work of Christ].  For if by the transgression of that one [Adam] the many died [spiritual death] and they did, much more the grace of God, that is, the gift by means of the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, is available in super abundance to the many.  In fact the gift [is] not like [what occurred] through one who sinned.  For on the one hand the judicial verdict [came] because of one transgression resulting in condemnation and punishment, but on the other hand that gracious gift [was given] because of many transgressions resulting in a judicial act of justification.  For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one and it did, much more those who receive in life the surplus of grace, that is, the gift of righteousness, shall rule through the One, Jesus Christ.  Consequently, therefore, as through one transgression [spiritual death was imputed] to all mankind resulting in condemnation, so also through one righteous act for all mankind [the righteousness of God was imputed] resulting in the justification of [eternal] life.  For as through the disobedience of one man [Adam] the many were appointed sinful, so also through one obedience of one man the many shall be appointed righteous.  Now the Law came in as a side issue, in order that the transgression [of Adam] might be augmented.  But where [personal] sin increased, grace increased in super abundance, in order that just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of [spiritual] death, so also grace might rule by means of [imputed] righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”


(2)  The power of the spiritual life over spiritual death is continued in Rom 6.
Rom 6:1 “Therefore, what are we to conclude?  Are we to continue in [the sovereignty of] the sin nature, in order that grace might increase?”
Rom 6:2 “Emphatically not.  We who have died to the sin nature, how shall we still live with it?”
Rom 6:3 “Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus into His [spiritual] death have been baptized?”
Rom 6:4 “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”
Rom 6:5 “For if we have become united [with Him] in the likeness of His death [and we have], certainly we shall also be [united with Him in the likeness] of His resurrection.”
Rom 6:6 “Be knowing this that our old self has been crucified together with [Him], in order that the body of sin may be rendered powerless, so that we should no longer be slaves to the sin nature.”
Rom 6:7 “For he who has died has been set free from the sin nature.”
Rom 6:8 “Now if we died with Christ and we have, we believe that we shall also live with Him,”
Rom 6:9 “knowing that because Christ has been raised from the dead, He can never die.  Death is no longer master over Him.”
Rom 6:10 “For the [spiritual death] which He died, He died once for all time with reference to the sin nature; but the [resurrection life] which He lives, He lives with reference to the God.”
Rom 6:11 “So also you yourselves consider yourselves dead on the one hand with reference to the sin nature, but on the other hand living with reference to God in association with Christ Jesus.”
Rom 6:12 “Therefore, stop the sin nature ruling in your mortal body, with the result that you obey its desires (trends).”
Rom 6:13 “And stop causing your members to serve as instruments of wrongdoing for the benefit of the sin nature, but place yourselves at God’s disposal as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness for the benefit of God.”
Rom 6:14 “For the sin nature will not control you; because you are not under law but under grace.”
Rom 6:15 “What, then, are we to conclude?  Shall we sin because we are not under law, but under grace?  Emphatically not.”
Rom 6:16 “Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either of the sin nature resulting in [the sin unto] death or of obedience resulting in [spiritual capacity] righteousness.”
Rom 6:17 “Now [let us be] thankful to God that [although on the one hand] you kept on being slaves of the sin nature, on the other hand you have obeyed by means of the heart the example of the teaching for the purpose of which (example of teaching) you were committed.”
Rom 6:18 “And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”
Rom 6:19 “(I am using a human illustration (slavery) because of the weakness of your flesh [sin nature]).  Therefore, just as you present your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”
Rom 6:20 “For as long as you were slaves of the sin nature, you were free and independent with reference to righteousness.”
Rom 6:21 “Therefore, what benefit were you having at that time from things which you are now ashamed, since the end of those things is death [the second death]?”
Rom 6:22 “But now having been set free from the sin nature and having become slaves to God, you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification and your destiny, eternal life.”
Rom 6:23 “Certainly, the compensation paid by the sin nature is death, but God’s gracious gift is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
3.  “but on the other hand has illuminated life and immortality through the gospel,”

a.  In contrast to physical and spiritual death we have spiritual life and immortality.

b.  The life that our Lord illuminated by His physical life during the First Advent was the prototype spiritual life now being lived by believers in the Church Age in fellowship with God.

c.  The spiritual life of the Church Age believer has also been illuminated by the thinking of our Lord in the New Testament Canon.


d.  Our Lord illuminated the immortality of eternal life by His resurrection from the dead.


e.  Our Lord has illuminated both the spiritual life and the immortality of that life in the eternal life of the resurrection body through the message of the gospel.


f.  The gospel is the illumination of the human soul of the fact that God has testified that He has made eternal life available to all mankind, and this life is in relationship with His Son, 1 Jn 5:11, “And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”

g.  Our Lord made this perfectly clear when He said in Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”

h.  The spiritual life and resurrection go together with eternal life and our immortality in the eternal state.
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