2 Thes 3:4


is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “Furthermore.”  With this we have the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb PEITHW, which in the active voice means “to persuade, convince, win over; conciliate, satisfy; seek favor or approval from; reassure; to have confidence.”

The perfect tense expresses a process of developing confidence in the Lord which has now been completed and continues to function in the present.


The active voice indicates that Team Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact that Paul and his companions have confidence in the Lord. 

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “in the Lord.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this lord; that is, a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 is the preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with reference to, concerning you.”
“Furthermore we have confidence in the Lord with reference to you”
 is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and introducing the content of Paul’s confidence in the Lord with reference to the Thessalonians.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “the things which.”
 is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PARANGELLW, which means “to command, order.”

The present tense is a descriptive present to describe what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul and other men with communication spiritual gifts are producing the action of issuing orders and commands concerning God’s will for the life of believers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“that the things which we are commanding,
the KAI found here is unnecessary and added by a copyist to smooth out what he considered a crude construction. We have here the second person plural present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means, “to do.”

The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on by the believers in Thessalonia.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural future active indicative from the verb POIEW, meaning “to do.”

The future tense is a predictive future to describe an event expected to take place in future time.


The active voice indicates that Paul believes the Thessalonian believers will continue to produce the action of obeying the commands and orders of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“you are doing and will continue to do.”
2 Thes 3:4 corrected translation
“Furthermore we have confidence in the Lord with reference to you that the things which we are commanding, you are doing and will continue to do.”
Explanation:
1.  One of the most significant and important characteristics of the Thessalonians was their obedience to authority.


a.  Obedience to the authority of Bible doctrine in your soul is the key to getting past a personal sense of destiny and into spiritual maturity.


b.  No one advances in the spiritual life without obedience to authority.  This is also known as authority orientation.  Authority orientation means not only recognizing that certain people in life have authority but also obeying that authority when the need arises.



(1)  The first and most important authority you must recognize in life is the authority of your parents.  This recognition of authority produces enforced humility in all of us who respond to that authority.



(2)  The next authority we learn to recognize in life is teachers, coaches, drill instructors.  This also produces enforced humility.



(3)  The next authority we learn to recognize in life is our boss, management, police officers, judges, etc.  This can and often does produce enforced humility in life.



(4)  The last authority we learn to recognize in life is the authority of God as delegated to the word of God and to the pastor-teacher.  This is the only system for learning genuine humility.

2.  Notice that Paul did not have confidence in the Thessalonians but in the Lord.


a.  Confidence in other people is misplaced confidence.


b.  The only person you can trust is the Lord.


c.  “Cursed is the man who puts his trust in man.”

d.  Trust in the Lord will all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.  Nowhere does the Bible even hint at the thought of trusting in another person.

3.  But Paul did have confidence that positive volition was obeying the word of God and the teaching of those men with communication gifts and would continue to obey in the future.


a.  Positive volition is positive to doctrine no matter what.


b.  It never matters to positive volition that it fails.  It just gets up and keeps going.


c.  Positive volition is not sporadically positive.  It is always positive.  It may not always be in fellowship with God, but it is always positive to the absolute importance of the word of God and the rightness of God no matter how wrong we might be.


d.  Negative volition is negative.  It always finds an excuse or a reason for being negative or for being inconsistent.  Something is always able to distract negative volition.  Something is always more important than obedience to hearing the word of God taught or obedience to the word of God after it has been taught.


e.  The worst thing you can be is neither positive nor negative, but lukewarm.  God has no real use for you and will slowly grind you into the dust of divine discipline.


f.  If you are negative, at least be honest with yourself, stop fooling yourself and either leave doctrine alone or get with it.  If you are truly negative, divine discipline will use you to test others until they pass the test and then God is done with you as having any purpose in the plan of God and He brings you home battered and bruised.

4.  If you are not sure if you have positive volition or not, here is a simple test?


a.  Are you eager to go to Bible class whenever the word of God is taught?


b.  Are you willing to give up everything else in life to hear the word of God taught?


c.  Are you determined to concentrate on everything that is taught, no matter what the subject matter or how many times you have heard it before?


d.  Do you think about what was taught after the teaching is finished?


e.  Do you make the teaching a part of your values, standards, and ideas about life?


f.  Do you live your life, make your decisions, and think your thoughts based on the Bible doctrine you have learned, remember, and are thinking about?


g.  Do you not let your failures, flaws, or sins keep you from learning, thinking, and applying more doctrine?

5.  If you can say “yes” to all these questions, then you can call yourself a Thessalonian; for you have positive volition to doctrine and authority orientation.

3

