2 Thes 3:17


is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “This” plus the noun ASPASMOS, which means “greeting.”
Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
 is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in, with, or by means of my hand.”
 is the genitive of apposition from the noun PAULOS, meaning “Paul.” 

“This greeting [is] in my hand, ‘Paul,’”
 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” referring to the greeting in Paul’s hand.

is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that this greeting in Paul’s own handwriting produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the predicate accusative from the neuter singular noun SĒMEION, which means “a sign by which something is known or distinguished; an indication, mark, or signal.”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun EPISTOLĒ, meaning “in every letter.”
“which is the distinguishing mark in every letter:””
 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “in this manner.”
 is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, meaning “to write.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Paul’s writing produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I write in this manner.”
2 Thes 3:17 corrected translation
“This greeting [is] in my hand, ‘Paul,’ which is the distinguishing mark in every letter: I write in this manner.”
Explanation:
1.  A problem existed immediately when the New Testament began to be written.  Satan counterattacked the word of God with a lot of forgeries.  Many people wrote letters in the ancient world saying that they were in fact other people.  This seemed to be especially true with regard to religious material.  This caused great confusion among believers as to what was really a letter from an apostle and what was not.

2.  There was also the problem of the Judaizers who went around telling everyone that Paul taught such and such but he really meant thus and so.  This created more confusion.  Satan was doing everything he could to keep people from knowing accurately what the real mystery doctrine of the Church Age in written form was.

3.  Therefore, Paul came up with a simple system to solve the problem of forgeries.  He would sign each of his letters, not with just his signature, but with a sentence in his own handwriting, which could not be duplicated.  Here He indicates to us that this is exactly what he was doing.

4.  This also gives tremendous weight to the fact that this letter is truly a part of the New Testament canon.

5.  What is the doctrinal point of this verse?


a.  There will always be those who try to confuse the issue of the gospel.


b.  There will always be those who try to confuse the issue of the accuracy of Bible doctrine.


c.  There will always be an accurate Canon of Scripture.


d.  There will always be those who can accurately determine the canon of Scripture.


e.  There will always be those who accurately communicate the canon of Scripture.


f.  Satan cannot stop the teaching of doctrine; he can only try to confuse the issue.


g.  God’s will is communicated through God’s word.  Satan will do everything he can to stop us from understanding God’s will for our life.


h.  The filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in our thoughts at all times is the central issue of our spiritual life.  Satan does everything he can to prevent both.  He prevents our spirituality through motivating personal sin.  He prevents our spiritual growth through the communication of false doctrine.


i.  We are what we think.  We must think the contents of the canon of Scripture in order to accomplish the will of God.  We must accomplish the will of God in order to love God personally.
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