2 Thes 3:16


is the postpositive transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the reflexive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the Lord Himself.”
 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and the noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “of peace, prosperity, harmony, health, welfare.”  Here it refers to peace or harmony as the characteristic or quality that our Lord Jesus Christ has produced between the God and man, which is called reconciliation in theology.  It is the Lord Jesus Christ who reconciles man to God, and who reconciles man to man.

 is the third person singular aorist active optative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which indicates an event, which has not yet happened, but it is so certain to happen that it is regarded as if it has already happened.  This may also be regarded as a dramatic aorist, which describes a state that is on the point of being accomplished.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ gives reconciliation to God the Father to all who believe in Him.


The optative mood is a voluntative optative which expresses a wish.

is the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ, again meaning peace in the sense of reconciliation.

 is the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning literally “through all time” which is an idiom for “always, continually, or constantly.”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the masculine singular adjective PAS and the noun TROPOS, which means “in every way.”
“Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace continually in every way.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.

Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
 is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with all of you.”
“The Lord [is] with all of you.”
2 Thes 3:16 corrected translation
“Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace continually in every way.  The Lord [is] with all of you.”
Explanation:
1.  The Lord of Peace describes Himself in Matt 10:34, “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”  Compare Lk 12:51, “Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth?  I tell you, no, but rather division.”

a.  The Lord came to bring reconciliation or peace between God and man.


b.  The Lord established reconciliation or peace between members of the royal family of God during the Church Age, but not while He was here during the First Advent, and certainly not when He returns at the Second Advent.


c.  The first advent of the Lord was designed to bring the issue of the Cross before men.  Some will believe and some will not.


d.  The second advent of the Lord is designed to stop war and bring peace among men, which will only last until man revolts against God at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.

2.  The purpose of our Lord’s ministry during the first Advent is described in Lk 1:79, “To shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death [unbelievers], to guide our feet into the way of reconciliation [with God the Father].”
3.  Peace on earth among men only applies to those believers who are spiritually mature, i.e., those with whom God is well pleased, Lk 2:14.  Mature believers are the only believers who have enough spiritual growth through Bible doctrine in their souls to use the problem solving devices.

4.  There is a moment-by-moment peace of mind, prosperity of soul, based on reconciliation with God that the Lord gives to all those who believe what He says.


a.  Jn 14:27, “Peace [prosperity, reconciliation] I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.”

b.  Jn 16:33, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

c.  Phil 4:7, “And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

d.  Col 3:15, “And let the peace/harmony/prosperity/ reconciliation of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.”
5.  The message of the early Church was the doctrine of reconciliation, Act 10:36, “The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ.”
6.  We are the objects of God’s peace, Rom 1:7, “...Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
7.  Prosperity belongs to every mature believer, Rom 2:10, “but glory and honor and prosperity to every man who does good.”
8.  Reconciliation with God is taught absolutely in:


a.  Rom 5:1, “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

b.  Eph 2:14-17, “For He Himself is our peace, who has caused to make both [Jew and Gentile] one and has torn down the dividing wall consisting of the barrier, the hatred, having abolished in His flesh the Law characterized by the commandments consisting in ordinances, in order that He might cause to create in Himself the two [Jew and Gentile believers] resulting in one new man [new spiritual species], producing peace, and that He might reconcile them both in one body to God by means of the cross, having put to death the hostility by means of it.  Furthermore when He came, He proclaimed peace to you, the far away ones [Gentiles], and peace to the near ones,”.

9.  Reconciliation among Church Age believers is expected as part of the spiritual life.


a.  Rom 14:17, 19, “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but virtue and harmony [peace] and happiness in the Holy Spirit.  So then let us pursue the things which make for peace/harmony/reconciliation and the building up of one another.”

b.  Eph 4:3, “being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of reconciliation.”

c.  Heb 12:14, “Pursue peace/harmony/reconciliation with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.”

d.  Jam 3:18, “And the seed whose fruit is virtue is sown in peace by those who make peace.”

e.  2 Pet 3:14, “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless.”
10.  Disassociation from those not reconciled to God is taught in 1 Cor 7:15, “Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to reconciliation/harmony/peace.”
11.  The salutation of peace is found in 2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be extremely happy, become mature, be comforted, be like-minded, live in harmony; and the God of love and reconciliation shall be with you.”
12.  Harmony, reconciliation, and peace or spiritual prosperity are a part of the filling of the Holy Spirit, Gal 5:22, “But the fruit of the Spirit is...”
13.  If we have been reconciled to God the Father, and we have, and if we are at peace with all unbelievers as much as it depends on us, and we should be, and if we in a state of peace, harmony, and reconciliation with all believers as we must be, then “the Lord of peace Himself will give you peace continually in every way.”  Why?  Because “The Lord is with all of you.”
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