2 Thes 3:13



is the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” plus the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  Then we have the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” and referring to all members of the royal family of God.

is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “no, not.”  With this we have the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb EGKAKEW, which means “to become tired, to become discouraged.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of the spiritual life.  A prohibition expressed in the aorist tense is a warning or exhortation against doing a thing not yet begun.  “Do not become tired.”

The active voice indicates that all believers are to produce this action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of prohibition.  In the expression of a prohibition or a negative entreaty the second person of the aorist subjunctive may be used.

 is the predicate nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb KALOPOIEW, which means “to do what is good, to do what is right, or to do what is honorable.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur by all Church Age believers.


The active voice indicates that all believers are expected to produce this action.


The participle is circumstantial.

2 Thes 3:13 corrected translation
“Now you, brethren, do not become tired of doing what is honorable.”
Explanation:
1.  The transitional use of the conjunction DE with the nominative plural personal pronoun SU shows us that Paul has switched his audience.  He is now directing his comments to those believers in Thessalonica who are positive to the teaching of Bible doctrine and are interested in doing God’s will.

2.  The command is simple “Do not become tired of doing what is honorable.”  The execution is difficult because it requires our positive volition to want to do what is honorable.

3.  God has provided everything necessary for us to execute this command.  We have the following:


a.  Divine power from all three members of the Trinity to do what is honorable.


b.  The filling of the Holy Spirit as the enabling power for execution of what is honorable.


c.  A completed canon of Scripture so that we have all of our instructions in writing concerning what is honorable.


d.  A right pastor-teacher to interpret and explain the orders of the Commander and Chief concerning what is honorable.


e.  Logistical grace support to keep us alive to do what is honorable.


f.  Momentum testing to force us to use the doctrine we have learned to do what is honorable.


g.  A unique spiritual life to see the honorable for what it truly is.


h.  Equal privilege and equal opportunity to do what is honorable through our royal priesthood, royal ambassadorship, and union with Christ.


i.  Temporal and eternal security.


j.  Spiritual problem solving devices.


k.  A totally free will, able to choose between the honorable and the dishonorable.

4.  How does the believer become tired of doing what is honorable?


a.  We start out by thinking we are missing out on some sort of fun in life that other people are having.


b.  Then we go after that thing that we think will make us feel better.


c.  This results in a change of priorities, causing neglect of learning doctrine.


d.  Next we find out that the thing we thought was going to make us happy really didn’t make us happy.  So we figure we must have done something wrong, and try harder to do it right the next time.


e.  After several attempts at trying to be happy, we find that we are making ourselves more and more miserable.


f.  We realize that it is all our fault, but refuse to take the responsibility for our own bad decisions.  So we look around until we can find someone or something else to blame for our own bad decisions.


g.  Then we justify what we have done and are doing.  As we justify ourselves, at the same time we are deceiving ourselves.  Having deceived ourselves, we refuse to accept the truth.  Since the reality of life does not match our truth, this ends up hurting us more; only now we cannot even see what we are doing to ourselves.


h.  So thinking we are doing nothing wrong, and blaming our ills on others, we become totally pre-occupied with pleasing ourselves and making ourselves feel good.


i.  We are no longer interested in what God expects us to do, all we can think about is what we want to do.  We have become distracted from doing what is honorable by our own volition.  We are in reversionism and moral or immoral degeneracy.


j.  Learning Bible doctrine is neglected or rejected.


k.  Applying Bible doctrine is neglected or rejected.


l.  Doing what is honorable is neglected or rejected.

5.  Therefore, we become tired of doing what is honorable by our own volition.


a.  Applying doctrine is hard work.  It requires thinking.  We have to think to understand the situation around us.  We have to think to remember doctrine.  We have to think to determine what doctrines we have learned that best apply to our given circumstances.  We have to think before we act for our action to have any merit with God.


b.  It is much easier to just give into the cosmic system and take the easy way out rather than think, remember, and apply doctrine.  Satan makes it as easy as he can for us to succeed in his system without having to think about what we are doing.  One example of Satan’s easy way out is “Just do what everyone else is doing and you’ll be alright.”

c.  Our volition is intimately united to our values.  If we value what is honorable, then we will do what is honorable.  Our volition and values related to the doctrine in our soul is our spiritual life.
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