2 Thes 3:12


is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Furthermore.”  With this we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and correlative adjective TOIOUTOS, which means “of such a kind, such as this, like this” and when as a substantive with the article (as here) it means “to such persons as these.”
 is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PARAGGELLW, which means “to command, to give strict orders.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Paul in association with the other members of his team produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Furthermore we give strict orders to such persons as these”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to summon, invite, to call upon for help; to appeal to, urge, exhort; request, implore, entreat; to comfort, encourage, cheer up.”  Here it means “exhort.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present which describes an action which has begun in the past and continues in the present time.


The active voice indicates that Team Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

this is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS, meaning “in the Lord Jesus Christ.”
“and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ,”
is the conjunction HINA, used to indicate the content of the action described in the main verb “to give orders.”  It is translated “that.”
 is the preposition META plus the genitive of manner from the feminine singular noun HĒSUCHIA, which means “with quietness, rest, peace, harmony, tranquility; silence.”  The thought here is that each believer should live his own life in peace, harmony and tranquility, dependent upon the grace of God and provision of God.  It does not mean we are to live our lives in quiet silence as the Catholic monks of the Middle Ages.

 is the nominative masculine singular present middle/passive deponent participle from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to work.”

The present tense is tendential present for that which is purposed but not actually taking place.


The deponent middle indicates that all believers should produce the action of working with tranquility.


The participle is modal, describing the manner in which the action of main verb is to be performed.  It is translated “by working.”
is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ARTOS, meaning “bread” plus the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “their own.”
 is the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat: they might eat.”

The present tense is tendential present for an action, which is purposed, but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that all believers can produce this action.


The subjunctive mood is potential depending upon the positive volition of the believer to the teaching of the word of God.

“that by working with tranquility they might eat their own bread.”
2 Thes 3:12 corrected translation
“Furthermore we give strict orders to such persons as these and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ that by working with tranquility they might eat their own bread.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul gave a similar command in 1 Thes 4:1, 11-12, when he said, “Finally, therefore, brethren, we ask you and exhort you because of the Lord Jesus that just as you received from us how it is necessary for you to walk and to please God even as also you are walking, that you might excel even more.”  “And consider it an honor to live quietly and to mind your own business and to work with your own hands, just as we commanded for your benefit, in order that you might walk honorably toward those outside and have need of nothing.”
2.  Notice that Paul repeats doctrines from one letter to the next.  Repetition is absolutely necessary for learning something so well we cannot forget it.

3.  Paul gave a similar appeal in his first letter for all believers to work honorably and make there own way in life, but this suggestion did not have much effect on the lives of those who were lazy gossips.  Now Paul turns his appeal into a dogmatic order, using the strict, dogmatic language of the drill sergeant barking orders to his troops.

4.  So that there will be no misunderstanding about the source of the command, Paul adds the phrase “in the Lord Jesus Christ” to make sure these believers fully understand that this is no a personal opinion or desire of the apostle, but a command from the Commander and Chief of the Royal Family of God.  We know this because the full official title of our Lord is used.

5.  The last half of the verse is the content of the command: every believer should at least work enough to make enough money to buy their own food.


a.  Logistical grace is the provision of all of our basic needs in life by the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  The Lord provides everything necessary for us to stay alive on earth as long as He needs us here to fulfill some purpose in His plan.


c.  The second we are no longer needed, our life is over.


d.  Logistical grace includes: adequate health, a job, transportation, food, shelter, and clothing; that is, the basic necessities of life.


e.  Logistical grace can also include: great health, a fantastic job, the best possible transportation, the best quality of food, a mansion, designer clothes, and a lot more.


f.  The kind of logistical grace we get is exactly the kind that the Lord needs us to have to fulfill His plan and be a testimony for Him; no more, no less.


g.  All rich believers are not spiritually mature, just as all poor believers are not spiritual babies.  Both rich and poor have the responsibilities of testifying for the Lord in their own separate ways.

h.  However, in all cases of all believers the Lord will always provide enough work for us to at least survive.  This principle is found in:



(1)  2 Cor 9:8, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything [logistical grace support and blessing], you may have an abundance for every good of intrinsic value production.”


(2)  Ps 37:25, “I have been young but now I am old; yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken [logistical grace given to imputed righteousness] nor His seed begging bread.”


(3)  Ps 23:1-6.  “The Lord is the One shepherding me; therefore, I cannot lack for anything.  He causes me to lie down in green pastures of choice food [life support]; He leads me to waters of refreshment [life support].  He restores my soul [rebound]; He guides me in paths of righteousness [problem-solving devices] because of His reputation.  Also, when I walk through the valley of the shadow of death [dying grace], I cannot fear evil because You are with me.  Your rod [divine discipline] and your staff [divine deliverance], they comfort me.  You have prepared before me a table in the presence of my enemies [logistical grace]; you have anointed my head with oil [promotion];  My cup [escrow blessings for time] is overflowing.  Only the good [prosperity of escrow blessings] and grace [logistical grace] shall pursue me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”


(4)  2 Cor 12:9.  “Then He assured me, `My grace [logistical grace] has been and still is sufficient for you.  For the power is achieved with weakness.’  Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses in order that the power of Christ may reside in me.”


(5)  Lam 3:20-25, “Surely my soul remembers and is humbled within me [Jeremiah’s grace orientation].  This I recall to mind; therefore I have hope [faith under pressure].  The Lord’s gracious functions never cease [perpetuation of logistical grace even to enslaved believers]; His compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.  `The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul [logistical grace rations]; `therefore, I have faith under pressure [in Him].’  The Lord is good to those who trust in Him, to the soul who seeks Him.”
6.  The Greek phrase  is very important since it defines what our mental attitude should be at any time we are doing work, whether physical labor or mental labor.


a.  This word is used three other times in the New Testament.



(1)  Acts 22:2, “And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew dialect, they became even more quiet.”


(2)  1 Tim 2:11-12, “Let a woman keep learning in silence with total submissiveness.  In fact I do not permit a woman to teach or exercise authority over the man, but to remain in silence.”

b.  The Greek dictionaries define the word as follows:



(1)  Liddell and Scott: “stillness, rest, quiet; with verbs: to keep quiet, to be at rest, to keep silent; in prose it is used of a quiet disposition.”


(2)  Thayer: “quietness which is descriptive of the life of one who stays at home doing his own work, and does not meddle in the affairs of others.  Tranquil.”


(3)  Bauer: “Pindar used it of peace and harmony among citizens.  It means quietness or rest in the sense of inner peace or of an undisturbed life.”

c.  The general concept Paul is explaining here is not that we should never talk while working or that we should be silent and peaceful when working.  He is rather talking about the quiet and harmonious mental attitude of the soul under the influence of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine.


d.  Our attitude on the job or whenever doing any kind of work should be one of tranquility, peacefulness, harmony of soul and body.  This is not mysticism but a relaxed mental attitude of contentment, happiness, restfulness, and relaxation.  If we relax and enjoy ourselves when we work, then work is no longer labor and painful, but a part of our occupation with Christ.


e.  The key in work is to make our occupation with Christ and not with our work.

4

