2 Thes 3:11


is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For or you see.”  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means, “to hear.”

The present tense is iterative present for a report that the apostle has heard on several different occasions.


The active voice indicates that Paul and other members of his team have received various reports of certain believers in Thessalonia not working and being irresponsible and lazy.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the accusative absolute from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, which means “anyone, anything; someone, something; some of those present in contrast to a majority.”  Here it means “certain ones.”  The accusative used with the participle which follows is a very rare and unusual form in Greek called an accusative absolute.  Sometimes an accusative, with or without a participle, is set off in a sort of explanatory way grammatically independent of the rest of the sentence.

 is the accusative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”

The present tense is descriptive present, which describes what is now going on in Thessalonica.


The active voice indicates that certain believers are producing this action.


The participle describes further circumstances or characteristics which explain the action of the main verb; hence, a circumstantial participle.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”
 is the adverb of manner ATAKTWS, meaning “in laziness” or “in idleness.”
“For we hear that certain ones are walking among you in laziness”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective MĒDEIS, which means “nothing, no one.”
 is the accusative masculine plural deponent present middle/passive participle from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to be active, to work with one’s hands, to do.”

The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning; these lazy believers producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the accusative masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb PERIERGAZOMAI, which means “to do something unnecessary, to do something useless, to be a busybody;” hence, I’m going to translate it “being useless gossip.”

The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on.


The deponent middle indicates that certain male believers were going from house to house and wasting other people’s time with a lot of useless gossip.


The participle is circumstantial.

“doing nothing but being useless gossips.”
2 Thes 3:11 corrected translation
“For we hear that certain ones are walking among you in laziness, doing nothing but being useless gossips.”
Explanation:
1.  Reports had come back to the apostle and other members of his staff that some believers were not working, were sponging off of other believers, and in their travels from house to house they were spreading gossip about various members of the Thessalonian church.

2.  Application:  be careful who you let stay in your home and what you tell them about your private life.

3.  Since we have already dwelt with the subject of laziness, let’s look at the concept of gossip.

Doctrine of Gossip
1.  Gossip as taught in the Old Testament.


a.  The ear is associated with gossip, Prov 17:4, “An evildoer listens to wicked lips [gossip]; a liar pays attention to a destructive tongue.”

b.  Ex 23:1, “You shall not carry a false rumor [into a court]; do not join your hand with an evil person to be a malicious witness.”


(1)  Do not join yourself to a conspiracy.



(2)  This verse describes hearsay.  Hearsay is testimony given by a witness based on what he has heard from someone else.  Anyone can say anything about another person and someone will always believe it.  Hearsay is never evidence.  Hearsay is often evil slander, vicious gossip, or the creation of the public lie.  Example: the case of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife, who falsely accused Joseph of rape.

c.  Prov 11:13, “A gossip betrays a confidence, but a virtuous man keeps a secret.”

d.  Prov 6:16-19 lists the seven worse sins as far as God is concerned.  “There are six things which the Lord hates; yes, seven are an abomination to His soul:  haughty eyes [arrogance], a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood [murder], a right lobe that devises evil plans [conspiracy, rejection of authority, revolution, civil disobedience], feet that run rapidly to evil [troublemakers], a false witness who utters lies [slander, gossip, maligning, perjury], and one who spreads strife among the brethren.”

e.  Prov 12:13, “In the transgression of the lips [the sins of your big mouth] is an evil snare [triple-compound discipline], but the righteous will escape this trouble [misery].”  Every time you judge, malign, gossip, or run down someone, you have manufactured misery for yourself.  The “righteous” here isn’t someone who is perfect, but someone who does not gossip, malign, or judge others.


f.  Prov 20:19, “A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid the person who talks too much [i.e., about others].”  Do not associate with gossips, or you’ll end up receiving misery.


g.  In Prov 18:18, the person who listens to gossip is emotionally stimulated by listening to all the horrible things about someone of whom they are jealous.  They respond to gossip, but it produces wounds in the soul like a peptic ulcer.


h.  Prov 16:18, “Arrogance precedes destruction, and before a fall there is a lifestyle of arrogance.”  The lifestyle of arrogance includes pettiness, jealousy, vindictiveness, implacability, hatred, becoming a gossip and slanderer.


i.  Ps 12:2, “They speak emptiness one to another with flattering lips; and with a double standard they speak.”  



(1)  The “emptiness” here is gossip, slander, maligning, judging from self-righteous arrogance; hence, the conversation of the believer involved in legalism and immoral degeneracy.



(2)  The same arrogance that creates a role model out of someone destroys that role model through slander.



(3)  You cannot possess a double standard by creating a role model out of any believer, and then try to destroy them through gossip and slander when you are disappointed in them.  When we start setting up role models, we are ignoring that our Lord Jesus Christ is the only perfect role model for the Christian.



(4)  It is the quintessence of human arrogance and the epitome of blasphemy to slander, gossip, malign, and judge other believers.   We are assuming the prerogative of our Lord Jesus Christ as the God-man.


j.  Ps 128:1, “How happy is every believer who is occupied with the Lord.”  That says in effect that a believer with +H is so happy that he doesn’t stick his nose into others’ business and malign them or judge them or gossip about them.


k.  Ps 146:5, “Happiness belongs to the one who has confidence in the Lord.”  Confidence in the Lord is a description of spiritual self-confidence.  If you have confidence in the Lord, you are not running around gossiping, maligning, and judging other believers.  We have confidence in the Lord not only that He will provide for all our needs and see us through all our adversities, but we also have confidence that He will judge those who are judging us, maligning us, and getting in the way of our necessary discipline.  The Lord must postpone discipline when believers malign, gossip, judge; for they have become the judge.

2.  Gossip is a result of negative volition at God consciousness Rom 1:18-32, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth by unrighteousness, because what may be known about God is evident in them; because God has made it plain to them.  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  For even though they knew God, they did not glorify God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and reptiles.  Therefore God gave them over to the lusts of their heart to sexual impurity, that their bodies might be degraded by means of themselves.  For they exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and they worshiped and served the creature [Satan] rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.  Because of this God delivered them over to degenerate passions; even their women exchanged the natural function of sex for unnatural ones, and in the same way men also abandoned natural sex with the woman and were inflamed with their lust for one another, men with men committing the shameless deeds and receiving in themselves the due penalty of their perversion.  And just as they did not think it worthwhile to have God in their knowledge, He turned them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with every category of unrighteousness, evil, greed, depravity; they are full of jealousy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, senseless, faithless, unloving, unmerciful, and although they know the righteous decrees of God, that those who practice such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things, but they even approve of those who practice them.”
3.  Gossip is one of the facets of arrogance in believers, 2 Tim 3:2-7, “For persons [believers] will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, slanderers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, wicked, without virtue-love, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of God, treacherous, thoughtless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of the spiritual life but having denied its power, in fact, avoid such persons as these.  And among them [immoral arrogant believers] are those who creep into households and captivates silly women who are loaded down with sins and lead on by their multifarious lusts, always learning but never able to come to metabolized knowledge of the truth.”
4.  Gossip is part of triple compound discipline.


a.  Mt 7:1-2, “Judge not, that you be not judged.  For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by what measure you measure to others, it will be measured back to you.”  You receive triple discipline for:



(1)  The verbal sin:  gossip, judging, maligning, slandering.



(2)  The mental attitude sin that motivated the verbal sin.



(3)  Every sin mentioned, whether true or not, is put on us.


b.  Mt 7:13, “Judge not, or you too will be judged.  For in the same way that you judge others, you will be judged; and by what measure you measure it out to others, it shall be measured back to you.  Therefore, why do you look at a speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye, and pay no attention to the log in your own eye?”


(1)  The “way” in which we judge others is from a fragmented life, which begins by mental attitude sinning.  So the gossiper is disciplined for the mental attitude sins, which motivate his gossip.



(2)  He is disciplined for the gossip itself.



(3)  He is disciplined for the sins he mentions, which is the “measure.”  He will receive whatever discipline those mentioned sins bring, and the one he judges will be freed from any discipline if guilty, or he will be blessed if innocent.


c.  So do not gossip, judge or malign others, Ps 64:7-8; Jas 4:11, 5:9.

5.  Gossip is a problem in the local church.


a.  2 Cor 12:20, “For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there may be strife, jealousy, anger, flared tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, confusion.”

b.  1 Tim 3:11, “Likewise women must be honorable, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things.”


(1)  The Greek word SEMNAS means honorable, noble, above reproach.  It refers to the fulfillment of her spiritual life through the two power options and the problem solving devices.  It refers to living in virtue-love, so that in her friendships, romance, and marriage she will be honorable.  The Christian woman has her very own personal honor code provided by God.



(2)  Being a malicious gossip is the woman in reaction.  No matter how beautiful a woman is, the ugliness of her soul wipes out her overt beauty.


c.  1 Tim 5:13, “And at the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to house [an excessive social life]; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, discussing things that are not proper to mention.”

d.  Old people should not engage in gossip, Tit 2:2-3.  “Older men are to be temperate, poised, sensible, sound in doctrine, in love, in stability.  Older women likewise are to be reverent in their demeanor, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved too much by wine, teaching good teachers, [i.e., being able to communicate doctrine correctly].”


(1)  Gossip is the most destructive thing in a local church.  It cannot be tolerated, for it is an intrusion upon the privacy of the priesthood.



(2)  Notice that being a gossip means we are malicious; the two words go together.  This is one of the worst manifestations of arrogance.


e.  Gossip is a great enemy to the royal family honor code, Eph 4:25, “Therefore, having laid aside the lie, each one of you speak the truth with his fellow believer, since we are members one of another.”  “The lie” is anything, which contradicts the honor code.  “The lie” includes certain areas of carnality, cosmic involvement, and Christian degeneracy.  “Laying aside the lie” is recovery in all of these areas where we have failed.


f.  2 Tim 2:1617, “Avoid profane and useless chatter [gossip, maligning, slandering], for that will make further progress in ungodliness, and their [false] doctrine will spread like cancer.  And among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus.”
6.  Believers in degeneracy always violate the privacy of others.


a.  1 Tim 5:13, “And at the same time also, they learn to be idle, having wandered around from house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips, intruders of privacy, constantly saying those things which ought not to be mentioned.”

b.  1 Pet 4:15, “By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler [one who violates the privacy of others].”


(1)  Freedom means the right to life, property, and privacy.



(2)  Privacy is violated by gossiping, maligning, and judging.  Intrusion into the privacy of someone else is compared to stealing and murder.



(3)  Reversionism concentrates on false teaching, and therefore possesses the spirit of error, 1 Jn 4:5-6.



(4)  Believers in degeneracy will always believe the lie, false doctrine, gossip, or anything else that is untrue.

7.  Self-righteous arrogance related to others is manifest in gossip, maligning, judging, inordinate competition, the function of jealousy, hatred, bitterness, or vindictiveness, revenge motivation, revenge modus operandi, the function of the demand syndrome, and the function of role model arrogance.


a.  Projection is a system of arrogant self-justification in which the believer falsely attributes his own unrecognized and unacknowledged sins, failures, flaws, lusts, antagonistic reactions, impulses to others.


b.  Projection blames others for one’s spiritual condition of stress and garbage in the soul.


c.  Projection explains why so many believers enter into vilification, gossip, maligning, judging, and assigning blame to others for one’s own bad decisions.

8.  When we are the victim of gossip, a grudge, judging, retaliation, we do not reciprocate, but function under the principle of unconditional love.  To retaliate is to lower ourselves to the norms and standards of our antagonist.  People who are observant of others should never gossip, but learn by watching God deal with others.  We should be restrained from doing certain things, whether that certain thing is a sin or bad judgment or uncommon sense.

9.  Gossip is a major subject in the book of James.


a.  James emphasizes the fact that verbal sins are always motivated by mental attitude sins in the arrogance or emotional complex of sins.


b.  Jam 3:14, “But if you have bitter jealousy and inordinate ambition in your right lobe [and you do], stop being arrogant, and stop lying against the truth.”  Gossip or slander, here, is called “lying against the truth.”

c.  Jam 3:16, “For where jealousy and inordinate ambition exist, there is dissension and every evil [worthless] deed.”  The evil or worthless deeds include the sins of the tongue.


d.  Jam 4:5, “Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose against jealousy?  The Spirit who dwells in us pursues us with love.”  Jealousy is a great motivator for gossip, lying, slander, maligning, and judging.


e.  Jam 4:11, “Brethren, stop slandering each other.  He who slanders [maligns] a fellow believer or judges a fellow believer, slanders and judges Bible doctrine [the law of God].”

f.  Jam 5:9, “Brethren, do not complain against each other that you yourselves may not be judged.  Behold, the Judge is standing at the door.”  

10.  Common sense doctrinal principles regarding gossip.


a.  True friends never stab you in the back, Prov 17:9.  True friends never gossip about what their friends do wrong.  Privacy is destroyed through gossip, maligning, judging, which stem from jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, or hatred.


b.  Brutality does not always express itself in violence, but also in the vicious use of the tongue in slander, gossip, and maligning.  


c.  Personal control of our life in spiritual adulthood means avoidance of gossip, slander, maligning and judging others.  It means refraining from interfering in the lives of others.


d.  We cannot control and maintain the spiritual lives of others and at the same time control and maintain our own spiritual life.  We cannot create dependence in others without destroying our own dependence on Bible doctrine.  There are ten taboos in creating dependence in others.



(1)  We shall not counsel others.



(2)  We shall not tell others how to run their lives.



(3)  We shall not tell others how to conduct their marriage.



(4)  We shall not tell parents how to rear their children.



(5)  We shall not malign or criticize parents to children or children to parents, wives to husbands or husbands to wives.



(6)  We shall keep our nose clean by keeping it out of other people’s business.



(7)  We shall not establish ourselves as an expert in interpersonal relationships of life; for we are not.



(8)  We shall recognize our own limitations.



(9)  We shall regard the opinions of God over our own opinions.



(10)  We shall learn the virtue of silence.


e.  Sex is a private matter between a husband and a wife.  Do not run around and tell your sex problems to everyone who will listen.  It only creates gossip.


f.  There is suffering for blessing for those believers when someone maligns them or gossips against them.


g.  We cannot build our happiness on someone else’s unhappiness.  In that case, we are full of the sins of the arrogance complex of sins.  We are jealous, bitter, vindictive, implacable, angry, full of hatred, self-pity, filled with guilt reactions that motivate us.  We malign, gossip, run down, and get involved in revenge modus operandi.


h.  Spiritual self-confidence never feels threatened by slander, maligning, judging, gossip, the public lie, and just or unjust criticism.


i.  We may have to reject others because we are the victim of their gossip.  This is sometimes necessary to protect our privacy.  We reject because we have had enough, and are protecting our tranquility, sanity, and our spiritual life.
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