2 Thes 2:7


 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, translated “For” or “For you see.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun and translated “this” plus the noun MUSTĒRION, meaning “this mystery.”
 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ANOMIA, which means “of lawlessness.”
 is the adverb of time ĒDĒ, meaning “now, already.”
 is the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb ENERGEW, which means “to work, to be at work, to operate, to be effective.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on the mystery of lawlessness as producing the action of already being operational or already working.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For this mystery of lawlessness is already at work;”

1.  The mystery of lawlessness refers to two things:



a.  Revolution against God.



b.  Religion as a substitute for relationship with God.


2.  Both of these systems are already operational in the Church Age as a part of the angelic conflict.


3.  Both of these systems were fully functional in Paul’s day and they are still true today.


4.  During the Tribulation, both systems will be manifest to their fullest.


5.  Rejection of God is lawlessness in the sense that it is rejection of the authority of God as the absolute ruler of all created beings.  Rejection of law is lawlessness.  Rejection of God’s authority is lawlessness.


6.  Religion is lawlessness in the sense that it is rejection of relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.  God the Father and God the Holy Spirit demand that all human beings have a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Thus the command, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved” or “Follow Me.”  Failure to obey God’s will to believe in Christ is rejection of God, rejection of God’s will, and thus lawlessness.


7.  The justice of God cannot and will not permit lawlessness of any kind to go unpunished.  This is why all revolution and all religion is eventually judged by God in the severest manner.

Now Paul begins a new sentence, which is full of ellipsis’ (the deliberate omission of words).

 is the adverb of degree or measure MONOS, which means “only; alone.”  Some sort of conjunction of contrast needs to be added here by ellipsis and the mild conjunction of contrast DE fits the meaning in context, “But.”  With this conjunction we also need a main verb in the sentence, which can be supplied from the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”  The phrase “But it is only” needs an object, which also must be supplied from ellipsis and that object must come from the subject in context, which is the mystery of lawlessness of the previous sentence.  Therefore, we have:
“[But it is] only [a mystery]”
 is the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb KATECHW, which means “to hold back, hinder, prevent, suppress, restrain.”

The article points to a specific person—God the Holy Spirit—who has the ministry of restraining the evil of rebellion against God during the Church Age and is used as a relative pronoun, “who.”

The present tense is a durative present for that which has begun in the past at the beginning of the Church Age and continues throughout this dispensation.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produces the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial and is translated “He who restrains.”
 is the adverb of time ARTI, referring to the immediate present and translated “now, at the present time.”
is the temporal conjunction HEWS, meaning “till, until.”
is the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular adjective used as a noun, meaning “from the middle or midst.”
 - is the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which generally means “to become.”  However, when used with the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from something it means “to be removed.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which regards the removal of the restraining ministry of God the Holy Spirit at the Rapture of the Church as axiomatic in character.


The deponent middle indicates that the verb is middle in form but active in meaning, God the Holy Spirit producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is used to imply a future reference, which is dependent upon certain conditions to exist, e.g., the removal of the royal family from the earth.

“until the One who now restrains is removed from the midst.”
2 Thes 2:7 corrected translation
“For this mystery of lawlessness is already at work.  [But it is] only [a mystery] until the One who now restrains is removed from the midst.”
Explanation:
1.  The mystery of lawlessness is Satan’s system of religion and rebellion against God.

2.  Satan’s lawlessness against God is a mystery; it is hidden; it is the counterfeit of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.

3.  Lawlessness is hidden to the unbeliever and to believers without doctrine in their souls.  They cannot see that religion is Satan’s counterfeit of the spiritual life of the believer.

4.  Only the word of God as revealed by God the Holy Spirit and taught in the pages of the canon of the New Testament reveals Satan’s attack on the spiritual life of the believer.

5.  Satan’s mystery of lawlessness went into operation immediately at the beginning of the Church Age, but is completely hidden from the understanding of mankind.  This system is already at work as a part of the cosmic system.

6.  However, the mystery of lawlessness will only remain a mystery until the Rapture of the Church.


a.  At the Rapture of the Church, God the Holy Spirit removes His restraining ministry on the satanic forces of evil directed against believers.


b.  The royal family of God, all Church Age believers, has a special protection from the forces of evil during the Church Age.  God the Holy Spirit puts a special restraint on the function of evil in the world as long as the bride of Christ remains on the earth.


c.  As soon as the Church is taken out of the world at the Rapture, God the Holy Spirit removes all restraint and the satanic forces of evil and religion are released with full force on the earth.


d.  This results in the great Tribulation, the time of Satan’s desperation.  He is desperate because he knows he only has seven years left before the second advent of Christ and his 1000 year imprisonment.

7.  God the Holy Spirit is never removed from the earth.  The very concept is blasphemous, since God the Holy Spirit is deity and therefore omnipresent.  However, the protection of God the Holy Spirit for all Church Age believers and the blessing by association extended to other people in the periphery of those believers is no longer necessary after the Rapture of the Church.

8.  Systematic Theology by Lewis Sperry Chafer, Vol. IV, page 372, explains, “The central truth of this passage is that, though Satan would long ago have consummated his evil program for his cosmos world, and have brought forward its last human ruler [the man of sin], there is a Restrainer who restrains to the end that Satan’s program shall be developed and completed only at God’s appointed time.  The Restrainer is the Holy Spirit, since the Holy Spirit is the active Executor of the Godhead in the world during this age.  When His work of gathering out the Church is completed, He, the Spirit, the Restrainer, will be removed from the world as resident here and reassume His position as omnipresent only.  He who was always omnipresent became resident on the Day of Pentecost; He who is now resident will become merely omnipresent on the completion of that which He came on the Day of Pentecost to achieve.  Therefore, when the Spirit, the Restrainer, is taken out of the way, the Church will of necessity be removed with Him.  But the appearance of the man of sin, who is the essential character of the great tribulation, follows the removal of the Restrainer and the Church.”
9.  Lectures in Systematic Theology, Henry C. Thiessen, page 374f, “As the Holy Spirit strove with men in the antediluvian age, so He strives now against the full development of lawlessness.  But as He then ceased striving with men, so He will again cease striving with them.  This He will do when He is taken out of the way.  The Holy Spirit has the distinct mission of forming and indwelling the church of Christ.  He came for that purpose on the day of Pentecost and will perform that work until the church is completed.  Then He will be, in a certain sense, withdrawn with the church.  Because the Holy Spirit is omnipresent, the withdrawal will involve a withdrawal of ministry, rather than of person.  It is easy to see that when His interference is withdrawn, wickedness will develop rapidly and the lawless one will appear among men.  The church is an instrument used by the Spirit in the restraining of evil.  With the rapture, not a single believer will be left, and the Spirit’s ministry of restraining will cease.”
10.  Therefore, at the Rapture of the Church, the protecting ministry of God the Holy Spirit is removed and all hell breaks loose.

11.  What is the restraining ministry of God the Holy Spirit?


a.  The Holy Spirit restrains the function of the sin nature in the believer, Gal 5:17, “For the flesh [sin nature] sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit is against the flesh; for these are constantly opposed to each other, so that you may not do the things that you desire.”

b.  The Holy Spirit restrains the function of Satan to reveal the man of sin during the Church Age, our verse.
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