2 Thes 2:6


is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “However” plus the adverb of time NUN.  Often it is not so much the present time that is meant as much as the situation pertaining at a given moment “as things now stand,” or  “as the situation now is, we live if” 1 Thes 3:8.

is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular present active participle of the verb KATECHW, which means “to hold back, hold up something, hinder, prevent, suppress; restrain, check.”  The neuter singular means, “that which restrains” or “the one who restrains.”  The participle is used as an adjective which functions as a substantive, and is translated “the One who restrains” and functions as the direct object of the verb OIDA which follows.

 is the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know; to know someone, to know about someone; to be intimately acquainted with someone; to understand.”

The prefect tense of OIDA is always used as a present tense and here describes what is now going on with the Thessalonian believers.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“However, as things now stand you know the One who restrains”

1.  The One who restrains is God the Holy Spirit.


2.  Now that we are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we know God the Holy Spirit, who is our mentor and a direct influence in our spiritual lives.


3.  We know and understand how God the Holy Spirit restrains our desire to sin.


4.  We understand how God the Holy Spirit holds us back from sinning.


5.  We are intimately acquainted with the Restrainer who is now at work in us to keep us functioning in our very own spiritual lives.

 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular article and aorist passive infinitive from the verb APOKALUPTW, which means “to be revealed.”

The preposition EIS plus the articular infinitive is one of the methods in the Koine Greek of introducing a purpose clause.  Hence, it is translated “in order that.”

The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which states a present reality with the certitude of a past event.


The passive voice indicates that the man of sin, the Antichrist receives the action of being held back or restrained from being revealed during the Church Age.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, which is used to express the aim of the action denoted by the finite verb OIDA.  We know that God the Holy Spirit is now restraining the function of the man of sin until he is revealed at the proper time in his own dispensation.

is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, which functions as the subject of the articular infinitive, meaning “he.”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the masculine singular article and noun KAIROS, meaning “in time” plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “his own.”  Literally this says, “in the time of himself” which is an idiom for “in his own time.”
“in order that he might be revealed in his own time.”
2 Thes 2:6 corrected translation
“However, as things now stand you know the One who restrains [God the Holy Spirit], in order that he [the man of sin, the Antichrist] might be revealed in his own time.”
Explanation:
1.  Having introduced the Antichrist, the man of lawlessness, the man of sin, the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire during the Tribulation, Paul now sets up a contrast.  The contrast is between God the Holy Spirit and the greatest personification of evil in the human race in one man.


a.  The Holy Spirit is God, therefore, perfect virtue, perfect integrity, perfect righteousness, perfect goodness, perfect fairness, and perfect love.


b.  The Antichrist is perfect arrogance, perfect evil, perfect sinfulness, and the exact opposite of all that God is.  However, the Antichrist represents himself as being God.

2.  One of the great ministries of God the Holy Spirit during the Church Age is His restraining ministry on evil.


a.  One of the main purposes of this restraining ministry during the Church Age is to prevent the Antichrist from being revealed during the Church Age until the right time in history—during the Tribulation.


b.  The restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit is intimately united to the royal family of God—all Church Age believers; for at the Rapture of the Church, the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit is removed along with the entire royal family of God.  This clears the way for the revelation of the man of sin, the Antichrist.


c.  Therefore, restraint on degeneracy during the Church Age is dependent upon the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit because of the invisible heroes of the Church Age.  God the Holy Spirit restrains the full manifestation of evil during the Church Age to protect the invisible heroes of the Church Age.  Once the Rapture of the Church takes place, this protection is no longer required and evil is allowed its full and final manifestation.


d.  The invisible hero of the Church Age has a blessing by association and historical impact to the entire world in the restraint of evil during the Church Age.


e.  God the Holy Spirit has a ministry of restraint on the unbeliever’s sin, human good, and evil.  He puts a restraint on the total depravity of man during all dispensations prior to the Church Age, so that man will not destroy himself.  However, during the Tribulation this restraint on the old sin nature and total depravity of man is completely removed and only the divine intervention of our Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent can prevent mankind from total self-destruction.


f.  Society, civilization, and establishment principles of law enforcement in government only provide a thin veneer of restraint on the total depravity of man.  Given the chance, mankind will go wild in sin, human good, and evil as quickly as possible.


g.  The degenerate Christian has no restraint on the function of his sin nature.


h.  The criminal has no restraint on the function of his sin nature.


i.  God provided the laws of divine establishment to help man develop a self-restraint on the functions of his sin nature.  This is the function of the conscience in a normal human being.  God the Holy Spirit also restrains the functions of the sin nature through direct intervention in the affairs of man.  Example: the evacuation of Dunkirk during World War II.  God intervened to deliver the British army from annihilation.

j.  The restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit during the Church Age also protects mankind from the evil of one-worldism or internationalism, which is exactly what Satan tries to develop during the Tribulation.

3.  Restraint on sins for the Church Age believer comes from the use of the spiritual problem solving devices.  Bible doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness is your self-restraint on all the functions of your sin nature.

4.  The Restraints Under the First Marriage to the Old Sin Nature.


a.  There are direct restraints from God such as the Mosaic Law, the function of the laws of divine establishment, and the judicial punishment from the law.


b.  Social disapproval is a restraint.  This is the establishment influence of society, but it only functions when a society is establishment oriented.  For example, homosexuals are no issue in society until they make an issue of themselves.  But if a Christian goes on a crusade against homosexuality, it is no good, because that is an attempt to improve Satan’s world.  Change must occur by the establishment function of the law based on the function of a large pivot of mature believers.


c.  There is restraint because of inability.  People are restrained simply because they aren’t capable, have no capacity, or have no opportunity to follow their lust pattern.

5.  The Restraints on the Believer.


a.  The Holy Spirit restrains the believer, Gal 5:16.  When filled with the Holy Spirit, you have the divinely enabled power to resist temptation.


b.  Bible doctrine in the soul can anticipate temptation and resist it, Ps 119:11.


c.  Fear or respect for divine authority and the justice of God often restrains the believer.

6.  If we cannot restrain ourselves through the filling of the Spirit and doctrine in our soul, then God will restrain us through the function of divine discipline.  So we have a choice between self-restraint and divine restraint.  God uses punitive preventative suffering to accomplish this restraint.

7.  The first thing we do when we remove self-restraint is to justify our reaction.  We make excuses for the sins involved, our loss of temper, our mental attitude sins, our arrogance, our wrong actions, and our bad habits.  We justify these things by blaming them on the person who has allegedly wronged or hurt us.  Now we are in self-deception.  If this continues, we end up in self-absorption and become divorced from reality.

8.  Once self-restraint is removed, we commit all the sins we want because we want so badly to do them and were just waiting for that restraint to be removed.  This is why people suddenly go crazy in sinfulness.  They wanted to do these things all along, but just didn’t have the “courage” to do what they wanted because they were afraid of what other people would think, say or do.  Then one day, they don’t care any more what other people think, and they go crazy after the lusts of their sin nature.  However, they still have to live with themselves and they still have the supreme court of heaven watching over them (and I don’t mean that in a good sense).  When we become pre-occupied with self, all our self-restraint is removed.  Arrogance eats away at self-restraint until there is no self-restraint left.

9.  The influence of the Spirit and the word of God, using the spiritual problem solving devices develop and strengthen our spiritual self-restraint.  God the Holy Spirit is at war with our old sin nature, but needs our approval to win the battle.  Self-restraint on our part gives approval to the Holy Spirit to win the battle.  This self-restraint is based on the values we have in our soul.  Our values are determined by our volition.

10.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit restrains sin, human good, and evil in the function of the human race.  We restrain sin, human good, and evil in our own life through the execution of the spiritual life in the plan of God.  Working together with God the Holy Spirit is an unbeatable combination.
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