2 Thes 2:3


is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “no, not” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Together they mean “not anyone.”
 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
 is the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EXZAPATAW, which means “to deceive, to lead astray.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of the verb in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that false teachers produce the action of the verb.


The subjunctive mood is potential, dependent upon the volition of the believer.

 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the masculine singular adjective MĒDEIS, meaning “no one, in nothing.”  With this we have the accusative of manner from the masculine singular noun TROPOS, meaning “way, manner.”  This phrase is literally translated “in no way.”  We would say, “in any way.”
“Do not let anyone deceive you in any way”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI which introduces the reason why we are not to let anyone deceive us.  It is translated “because.”
is the conditional particle EAN, meaning literally “if, maybe it’s true and maybe it’s not true.”  However, because of the negative MĒ, which follows; here it means “unless.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning, “to come.”

The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which looks at the coming of the Tribulation in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of its results—the revelation of the man of sin.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that the apostasy or tribulation produces the action.


The subjunctive mood in the aorist tense implies a future reference and is contingent upon the fulfillment of certain prophecies.

 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun APOSTASIA, which means “rebellion, abandonment.”  Here rebellion is the best translation, since we are dealing with the rebellion of the man of sin or the Antichrist against the Lord Jesus Christ.

is the ordinal PRWTOS, used as a temporal adverb, meaning “first.”
“because unless the rebellion has come first”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb APOKALUPTW, meaning “to uncover, to be revealed, disclose, or bring to light.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the completed action of the entirety of the period of the Tribulation.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The passive voice indicates that the man of sin, the Antichrist receives the action of the verb.


The subjunctive mood in the aorist tense implies a future reference and is contingent upon the fulfillment of certain prophecies.

 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the man” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ANOMIA, which means “of wickedness, lawlessness, sin.”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the son” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun APWLEIA, meaning “of destruction, annihilation, ruin.”  Compare Jn 17:12, where this title “the son of destruction” is also used of Judas Iscariot.

“and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed,”
2 Thes 2:3 corrected translation
“Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed,”
Explanation:
1.  First we must understand to what the word APOSTASIA is referring.


a.  This word is only used twice in the New Testament, our passage and Acts 21:21, where it is translated “abandon” and refers to the Jews who were teaching their children to abandon the teachings of Moses.  Since this word in and of itself offers little explanation for its use, we must look to other descriptions in Scripture for its meaning and significance.


b.  The end of human history prior to the second advent of Christ is described thoroughly in Scripture and gives us the explanation of this word “rebellion.”


(1)  1 Tim 4:1, “But the Spirit explicitly communicates that in later times [the end of the Church Age and during the Tribulation] some men will fall away from the doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.”


(2)  2 Tim 3:1-5, “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  For men [believers in the cosmic system] will become lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, slanderous, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, anti-establishment, unloving, implacable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, thoughtless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of the spiritual life, but they have rejected its power.”


(3)  2 Pet 3:3-4, “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming?  For since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.’”



(a)  Isa 5:19, “Woe to those who say, ‘Let Him make speed, let him hasten His work, that we may see it; And let the purpose of the Holy One of Israel draw near and come to pass, that we may know it.’”



(b)  Jer 17:15, “Look, they keep saying to me, ‘Where is the word of the Lord?  Let it come now!’”



(c)  Ezek 12:27-28, “Son of man, behold, the house of Israel is saying, `The vision that he sees is for many years from now, and he prophesies of times far off.’  Therefore, say to them, `Thus says the Lord God, none of My words will be delayed any longer.  Whatever word I speak will be performed,’ declares the Lord God.’”



(d) Mat 24:48, “But if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master is not coming for a long time.’”


(4)  Jude 18, “that they were saying to you, ‘In the last time there shall be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.’”

c.  Therefore in the last days of the Church Age and throughout the tribulation there will be a great rebellion against God.  This rebellion is characterized by people thinking that it will still be a long time before the second advent of Christ.  They will mock the justice of God, saying that God is doing nothing against evil men, and nothing has changed since the beginning of human history, therefore, why should Christ return now?


d.  This is the great deception against which the apostle Paul is warning believers even now.  For this apostasy, this rebellion against the justice of God, this abandonment of faith in the justice of God will begin during the Church Age and intensify during the tribulation.


e.  Therefore, Paul warns the Thessalonians not to let anyone deceive them in any way about the return of Christ at the Second Advent.

2.  Then Paul defines the specific period of human history he is talking about by referring to a person in history well known in history—the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction.  He is the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire and is referred to in the Old and New Testament.


a.  Mat 24:15, 21 “Therefore, when you see the abomination of desolation [the statue of the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire] which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), ...for then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall.”


(1)  Dan 9:27, “And he [the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire, Rev 13:1-10] will make a firm covenant [peace treaty] with the many [Jews in Israel] for one week [seven years], but in the middle of the week [after three and one-half years] he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and under the wing [protection] of the abomination of desolation there comes one [the second beast of Rev 13, the dictator of Israel] who causes desolation, even until the end of the tribulation, then what is decreed will be poured out on the desolator [the Roman dictator].”


(2)  Dan 11:31, “And forces from him [the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire] will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice.  And they will set up the abomination of desolation [the image or idol of the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire].”


(3)  Dan 12:11, “And from the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1290 days [3 years, 195 days].”

b.  Although Judas Iscariot is not the man of lawlessness of the Tribulation, he is given the same title as the man of lawlessness in Jn 17:12, “While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them, and not one of them perished but the son of destruction [Judas Iscariot], that the Scripture might be fulfilled.”
Doctrine of the Antichrist
A.  Definition.

1.  The Greek preposition “anti” has a dual connotation:  against; instead of, in place of.


2.  Both meaning are true of the antichrist.

B.  Antichrist in the Church Age.

1.  In the Church Age, antichrist refers to any believer who resides and functions in the cosmic dynaspheres of Satan.


2.  Antichrist is synonymous with the “enemy of the cross” in Phil 3:18, “the enemy of God” in James 4:4, and “the hater of God” in Jn 15:23.  These believers are called antichrist in 1 Jn 2:22, 4:3; 2 Jn 7; 1 Jn 2:18.

C.  The Antichrist in the Tribulation.

1.  The Antichrist in the Tribulation is one person, an unbeliever functioning under the cosmic systems.  He sells himself out to the devil more than any other person.  He has seven or eight titles in the Bible.


2.  The Antichrist is one of two great dictators who emerge in the Tribulation.  He is the beast out of the sea (the sea of nations), the Gentile ruler of the revived Roman Empire.  He is also the leader of ecumenical religion in the Tribulation.  He is called by many titles.



a.  “The man of lawlessness, the son of destruction,” 2 Thes 2:3.



b.  “The beast from the sea,” Rev 13:1-10 (his political title); “the beast,” Rev 17:8-13 (his religious title); and “the beast on whom the scarlet woman rides.”


c.  “The little horn,” Dan 7:8-9, 19-26.



d.  “The abomination of desolation,” Mt 24:15.  A statue of him is put up in the temple at Jerusalem, a sign for all believers to flee to the mountains.



e.  “The prince that shall come,” Dan 9:26-7.



f.  “The prince of Tyre,” Ezek 28:1-10.  He is given this title because of the Phoenician Satan worship.



g.  “The feet of the image,” Dan 2:31-45.


3.  The Jewish dictator might also be called an antichrist because he passes himself off as Christ (using anti to mean “instead of Christ”).  He is also has many titles.



a.  “Dan the serpent,” Gen 49:16-18.



b.  “The false prophet,” Rev 16:13, 19:20, 20:10.



c.  “The willful king Dan,” 11:36-40.
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