2 Thes 2:2



is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular articular aorist passive infinitive from the verb SALEUW, which means “to be shaken, disturbed, or unsettled in one’s mind.”  With this we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you”, which functions as the subject of the infinitive.  This is an Attic Greek construction used to introduce the purpose or reason why a statement has been made.  With this we also have the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the adverb of time TACHEWS, meaning “quickly.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the reaction of the Thessalonian believers to false teaching.


The passive voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers receive the action of being shaken mentally about correct doctrinal teaching after hearing what the false teachers had to say.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose or reason to explain why Paul is urging the Thessalonians.

“that you be not quickly shaken”
is the preposition APO plus the ablative of agency from the article used as a personal pronoun “your” and masculine singular noun NOUS, meaning “mind, thought, reason; attitude, intention, purpose; understanding, discernment.”  Here it means “by your mind.”  The word NOOS in the ablative indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by the verb in the passive voice.

is the negative adverb MĒDE, meaning “and not, nor.”  With this we have the present passive infinitive from the verb THROEW, which means “to be alarmed; to be disturbed.”

The present tense is a pictorial present for what is now going on among the Thessalonians.


The passive voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers receive the action of being in confusion by doing it to themselves.


The infinitive is an infinitive of reason, again giving another reason for the urgency of Paul’s request.

“by your mind nor be alarmed”
is the negative coordinating conjunction MĒTE, which means “and not” but when used in a series it means “neither...nor.”  With this we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of cause from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “because of a spirit.”  Here a reference to a demon spirit.

is the negative conjunction MĒTE, meaning “nor” plus the preposition DIA plus the ablative of cause from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “nor because of something said [a word, a saying, a message, a teaching]”
is the negative conjunction MĒTE, meaning “nor” plus the preposition DIA plus the ablative of cause from the feminine singular noun EPISTOLĒ, which means “nor because of a letter.”
is the comparative particle HOS, meaning “as, as if, as though” plus the preposition DIA plus the ablative of source from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “as though through us.”
“neither because of a spirit nor because of something said  nor because of a letter as though through us”
is the comparative particle HOS, meaning “as, like, as though, as if” plus the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used together as a sort of idiomatic expression to introduce the context of what is being erroneously spoken, reported, taught by the false teachers.  Here it simply means “that.”
is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb ENISTĒMI, which means in the future tense “to be impending, to be present” but in the perfect tense “to have come, to have arrived.”

The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which describes a completed action in a vivid way to strongly emphasize the results of a completed action.


The active voice indicates that the teaching of the false prophets is that the Second Advent has already taken place.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the day of the Lord.”  This is a reference to the Second Advent of Christ.

“that the day of the Lord has come.”
2 Thes 2:2 corrected translation
“that you be not quickly shaken by your mind nor be alarmed neither because of a spirit nor because of something said nor because of a letter as though through us that the day of the Lord has come.”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence says, “Now we urge you, brethren, with reference to the coming [Rapture] of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling with Him that you be not quickly shaken by your mind nor be alarmed neither because of a spirit nor because of something said nor because of a letter as though through us that the day of the Lord has come.”
2.  Paul is concerned about the influence of false doctrine on the souls of believers.  This results in an urgent appeal to the Thessalonians concerning the events of the rapture of the Church, the Tribulation, and the second advent of Christ.

3.  The legalistic Christians who still clung tenaciously to the teachings of the Mosaic Law were spreading the false doctrine that there was no Rapture of the Church, or that if there was a Rapture of the Church, it had already taken place and the Church was now in the Tribulation and the second advent of Christ was immanent.

4.  This teaching had dazed and confused the Thessalonians, who now did not know what to think.  So Paul makes this urgent declaration to clarify matters for them.

5.  Paul has two main points.


a.  That we not be quickly shaken by our own thoughts.



(1)  This is a reference to getting into operation overthink.  Operation overthink is when a believer takes what he knows and runs with it in his mind so fast that he trips himself up, stumbles, and fails to make the proper application of doctrine.



(2)  This is especially true of pastors and theologians who catch a glimpse of something in Scripture but don’t check it out by comparing it with other Scriptures and then run off teaching some “new doctrine” that ends up contradicting other parts of the word of God.



(3)  This also happens to believers who think they understand a doctrine, when they really don’t, and so misapply that doctrine to their own detriment.



(4)  Doctrine is built upon doctrine.  God the Holy Spirit always starts with what we understand as the clear teaching of Scripture and gradually builds upon that doctrine until we understand more complicated doctrines.  God the Holy Spirit doesn’t teach us haphazardly or in an illogical manner.  Knowledge is built upon knowledge.  God is not the author of confusion.



(5)  ‘Being quickly shaken in your mind’ means that you learn and understand a doctrine, then along comes something new that sounds completely off the wall and contradicts what you already know.  That is a sure sign that something is wrong with the new doctrine.  New doctrine should logically and clearly flow from doctrine we have already understood.



(6)  When you hear something new, don’t let it upset you or cause you chase rabbits without a loaded gun.  Make sure you thoroughly understand a doctrine in its entirety before you start applying it to your life.  By so doing, we will not confuse yourselves, we will not confuse others, and we will not be shaken in our understanding as we apply it.


b.  Paul’s second main point is that we not be alarmed by some wild new doctrine being bandied about by others.  He gives three examples: because of a spirit nor because of something said nor because of a letter as though through us.



(1)  Paul gives three methods of how false doctrine was being spread.




(a)  Some false doctrine came through the teaching of evil spirits or demons.  This is a part of the doctrine of demons of 1 Tim 4:1.  The demons worked through a false teacher.



(b)  Some false doctrine came through the verbal declarations of false teachers (apart from the influence of a demon).  A good example of this is given in 1 Tim 1:3-7, 6:3-5, 20-21; 2 Tim 2:16-18.




(c)  Some false doctrine was even circulated as if it were a letter from the apostle Paul, to which Paul counters by using his own characteristic handwriting, 2 Thes 3:17.



(2)  Paul urges us not to be alarmed, frightened, excited; that is, not to become emotionally out of control, whenever we hear some new doctrine.  This was especially true at the time of writing, when the New Testament canon had not even yet been completed, and the principle still holds true today.



(3)  Stay relaxed; be calm, be cautious, think; don’t emote.  The spiritual life is a system of thinking.  Any doctrine that gets us so excited that we think we have to run out and take immediate action to change our life is probably false doctrine.  God the Holy Spirit makes changes in us gradually.  Instant personality change is a sign of mental and emotional illness, not the work of the Holy Spirit.  However, divine discipline often does cause instant decision and behavior changes.  Don’t confuse the two.  Personality changes never happen quickly, but gradually over a period of years through the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit.  Behavior changes may or may not be instantaneous, depending on the volition of the believer.

6.  So Paul’s entire sentence sums up the fact that the “day of the Lord”; that is, the Second Advent, is not about to happen and certainly it has not already come.  It is coming, but not until after the rapture of the Church—our gathering together to Christ—and the Tribulation.
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