2 Thes 2:17



 is the third person singular aorist active optative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to beg, urge; encourage; request, ask appeal to; console, comfort, cheer up; invite, call to one’s side for help.”  Here it means, “to encourage” because of the direct object which follows.


The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist (translated by the word “begin”), which looks at our entire relationship with God the Father and God the Son but regards it from the beginning of our spiritual growth as believers.


The active voice indicates that God the Father and God the Son produce the action of the verb encouraging the right lobe of the positive believer.


The optative mood indicates a wish or desire by Paul toward the Thessalonian believers.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your hearts.”  This is reference to the right side of the soul, the place where doctrine you have learned and believed is stored for immediate and future use.

is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active optative from the verb STĒRIZW, which means “to strengthen, make firm, establish.”  Here it means, “to strengthen or establish.”

The aorist tense is ingressive again as above.


The active indicates the Father and Son produce the action.


The optative mood expresses a wish or desire by the Apostle.

“begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts”
is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” or “every” and the noun ERGON, meaning “work, deed, action; task, occupation, or undertaking.”  Here it means “in every action or undertaking.”
is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular adjective AGATHOS, meaning “good; useful, fitting, beneficial; what is good; what is right; what is beneficial or advantageous” plus the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “word; saying; message, teaching; talk, conversation; value; matter, thing.”  See Acts 20:24, where LOGOS is used with the meaning of “value.”
“in every undertaking and right value.”
2 Thes 2:17 corrected translation
“begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and right value.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul’s entire concluding wish reads, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace, begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and right value.”
2.  Paul expresses two desires or wishes with regard to not only the Thessalonian believers, but all Church Age believers.


a.  That our Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father may begin to encourage our hearts.


b.  And that our Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father may begin to strengthen our hearts.

3.  Our ‘heart’ is the right side of our soul, the place where metabolized doctrine is stored and circulated.  It is the place where we do your doctrinal thinking and application.  It is where we apply doctrine to experience through thinking.  It is the place where our spiritual life functions under the filling of the Holy Spirit.

4.  Notice the order of the verbs: we have to be encouraged by our Lord and God the Father before we can be strengthened.


a.  The new believer, adolescent believer, and believer recovering from reversionism need a lot of encouragement to advance to maturity.  We all make mistakes as believers and fail frequently (the new believer), occasionally (the growing believer), or sporadically (the mature believer).  The new believer and recovering believer fail so much that he or she could become easily discouraged in their spiritual life.


b.  Therefore Paul asks that these new and recovering believers might receive a lot of encouragement from Bible doctrine in their souls to keep them advancing spiritually.


c.  But for the advanced believer, Bible doctrine is the primary means of strengthening their spiritual life.  All of us are strengthened in our spiritual life when we learn and accept the teaching of the word of God.  However, the advancing believer and mature believer benefit a great deal more in their soul from doctrine than the new or recovering believer.


d.  Advancing and mature believers are encouraged by Bible doctrine that is taught just like any other believer, but they are able to encourage themselves from the metabolized doctrine in their own soul and do not need outside encouragement as much as the new or recovering believer.

5.  Then Paul supplies two objects toward which the action of encouraging and strengthening take place:


a.  In every undertaking; and in every right value.


b.  God wants us to do everything in our life under the encouragement of Bible doctrine and through the strength of doctrine circulating in our thoughts.


c.  Everything we do must be based on right values.


d.  We are what our values make us.


e.  We do what we value the most.


f.  The function of Bible doctrine is to give us the right values, so that our every undertaking will be based on the Bible doctrine in our soul.


g.  Our spiritual life is simple:



(1)  We must use our volition to come and listen to the teaching of the word of God.



(2)  We must use our volition to concentrate on the teaching of the word of God.



(3)  We must use our volition to remember the teaching of the word of God.



(4)  We must use our volition to accept God’s values as taught in the word of God.



(5)  We must use our volition to think based on the values of the word of God which we have accepted.



(6)  We must use our volition to act based on the thinking, which is based on the values, which are based on the doctrine, which we have remembered from the teaching of the word of God.


h.  The whole point of our spiritual life is our volition and values.



(1)  Our soul determines what things we value most in life.



(2)  If we value the standards of the word of God, then we act upon those standards which we have learned.



(3)  If we value the standards of the world and Satan’s cosmic system, then we will act based on those standards.



(4)  We do what we value.  Our every undertaking is based on what we value the most.  We do what we want to do, because that is what we want to do the most, because that is what we value the most.



(5)  Change your values and you will change your actions.  Do you want to know how to change your actions?  Simple, change your values and you will change your actions.



(6)  Changing our values requires learning God’s values, which are infinitely higher than our values.



(7)  The only true values in life that will ever make us happy are the values which God has.  He has gracious shared these values with every Church Age believer as a part of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.  Now it is up to our volition to want to learn those values.


i.  We can be just as happy as we want to be.  God is doing nothing to keep us from being happy.  We are doing everything to keep we from being happy.  If we want to be happy, then we must accept the values of the word of God.  We can do this from our own volition.



(1)  The first step in attaining the happiness of God is accepting the word of God as true.



(2)  Then we must make the thousands of decisions to learn the word of God.



(3)  Then we must humble ourselves before God, by accepting the fact that He knows what is best for us and be willing to accept His plan as the best for us.



(4)  Then we must start learning what His values are and start making those values our values.



(5)  Then we start making decisions in life based on those divine values.



(6)  If we keep this up long enough, we wake up one day and realize that gradually over time, the happiness of God has slowly been building up in our soul and nothing can make us unhappy any longer.



(7)  Our volition and values is the key to this entire process.  It is not a one time decision, and it does not happen over night.  But it does begin with one day at a time.
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