2 Thes 1:7



is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
 is the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the articular present passive participle from the verb THLIBW, which means to “oppress, afflict, pressure, or crush.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The passive voice indicates that these believers are receiving the action of being oppressed by others.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ANESIS, which means “relief.”
 is the preposition META plus genitive of association from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with us.”
“and relief with us to you who are being oppressed”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun APOKALUPSIS, which means “at the revelation.”
 - is the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “of the Lord Jesus.”
 - is the preposition APO plus the genitive of place from the masculine singular noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven.”
 - is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS, meaning “with angels” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “of power” and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His.”  The phrase is called “with His angels of power.”
“at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power”
2 Thes 1:7 corrected translation
“and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power”
Explanation:
1.  Paul’s sentence so far is as follows, “We are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, as is proper, because your doctrinal understanding is growing beyond all expectations and the virtue-love of each one of all of you toward one another keeps on increasing, so that we ourselves boast about you concerning your perseverance and doctrine in all your persecutions and afflictions, which afflictions you are enduring, evidence of the righteous judgment of God, with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God (because of which kingdom certainly you are suffering, since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power…”
2.  The central thought in this section of the sentence is that it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back relief to you who are being oppressed.


a.  While the justice of God pays back judgment to those who persecute the believer, that same justice pays back relief to the persecuted believer.


b.  This relief for believers will occur in full at the revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.  We know this refers to the Second Advent because of Mt 24:30-31, “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”  Also Mt 25:31, “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.”

c.  This does not mean that God does not provide relief for the persecuted and oppressed now, during their life on earth; He does.  But this is the Devil’s world and our Lord permits evil, unfairness, injustice, and sin to run its full course during Satan’s rulership of the world.


d.  Our Lord has provided Bible doctrine and the spiritual problem solving devices for the believer to handle the injustices of life.  There is no reason for any believer to demand full justice from God in time.  In fact, we are to pray for those who persecute us, use unconditional love toward those who are our enemies and are unfair to us, and be gracious toward all that we might lead some to Christ.

3.  Why the prepositional phrase “with us?”

a.  The apostles were the most oppressed Christians in all of history.  They received more hatred, antagonism, slander, malice, and persecution than any of the other believers of the Empire.


b.  If anyone should have been screaming for justice right now, it should have the apostle Paul.


c.  So Paul adds this little prepositional phrase to let the Thessalonians know that they are not alone in their suffering.  All the members of Team Paul are suffering as well.


d.  Just as the apostles will receive relief from oppression and persecution at the Second Advent, so too will each believer of the Church Age.

4.  Notice that at the Second Advent our Lord comes with His angels of power; that is, with the greatest of the elect angels.  He brings them alone to act as His agents in carrying out His commands to gather the elect of Israel together for safety and to gather the various nations of the earth together for judgment and the baptism of fire.  These elect angels have been waiting a long time for the manifestation of the Lord Jesus Christ as the judge of all mankind, and they wouldn’t miss this for anything.  They are going to receive the distinct pleasure of escorts the unbelievers of the world to Hades and locking the gates behind them as a part of the baptism of fire.


a.  Mt 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and will then recompense every man according to his deeds.”

b.  Mk 8:38, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”  See also Lk 9:26.


c.  Lk 12:8-9, “And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man shall confess him also before the angels of God; but he who denies Me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.”  See also Rev 3:5.
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