2 Thes 1:5


 is the parenthetic nominative neuter singular from the noun ENDEIGMA, which means “evidence, proof.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this evidence for the justice and righteousness of God.

 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and adjective DIKAIAS plus the noun KRISIS, which means “of the righteous judgment.”

1.  The word DIKAIOS is used in Scripture for:



a.  The perfect righteousness of God, Rom 3:26; 2 Tim 4:8; 1 Pet 3:18; 1 Jn 1:9, 2:29.



b.  The righteousness of God imputed to the believer at salvation, Rom 5:19; Gal 3:11.



c.  One of the attributes of the Mosaic Law, Rom 7:12.



d.  The quality of obedience to authority, Eph 6:1.



e.  The correctness of something, Phil 1:7, 4:8; 2 Pet 1:13.



f.  Justice, Col 4:1; 2 Thes 1:6; Tit 1:8.



g.  The believer, 1 Pet 4:18; 2 Pet 2:7-8; 1 Jn 3:7.



h.  A title of our Lord, 1 Jn 2:1.


2.  The word KRISIS is used in Scripture for:



a.  The Last Judgment, Mt 5:21-22, 10:15; Heb 9:27; 2 Pet 3:7.



b.  The justice of God, Mt 12:18,20.



c.  A characteristic of the Mosaic Law, Mt 23:33.



d.  The divine discipline of the believer, Jam 5:12.



e.  The principle of judging others, 2 Pet 2:4 cf. 11.



f.  The principle of judgment by God, Jude 1:15; Rev 16:7.


3.  The phrase “righteous judgment” is used only one other time in Scripture in Jn 7:24, “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”  When God the Father permits suffering for blessing in our life, it is a manifestation of his righteous judgment of Satan and the fallen angels, because we use the spiritual problem solving devices to testify that man has the option to choose for God’s plan and design rather than just say, “Why did You make me like this?” and push the blame of our own failures onto God.


4.  God allows us to suffer.  We meet the challenge with the spiritual problem solving devices; that is, with doctrine in your soul.  This proves to Satan and the fallen angels that God has righteously and justly condemned them in judgment to the eternal lake of fire because creatures have a volition and can make choices for or against God and His plan.


5.  Every time we pass providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, or evidence testing, God’s judgment against Satan and the fallen angels is vindicated and we are blessed by God.

 is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and the noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“evidence of the righteous judgment of God”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the neuter singular articular aorist passive infinitive from the verb KATAXZIOW, which means “to count worthy; to make worthy.”

The article is used with the infinitive to indicate the case, gender, and number of the infinitive.  Here we have an accusative neuter singular article used with the preposition EIS and the infinitive as one of the many ways which the Greeks used to introduce a result or purpose clause.  Here we have a result.  With this we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you”, which functions as the subject of the articular infinitive, though it is not properly the subject of the clause.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which looks at the persecution and affliction of the believer in its entirety but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results--the believer who endures such persecution and affliction by the use of the problem solving devices is considered worthy by God for greater rewards and blessings in the eternal state.


The passive voice indicates that believers receive the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of intended result, which is a blending of purpose and result, in which God the Father’s plan, purpose, and intention is to use suffering as the means of forcing the believer to apply doctrine through the problem solving devices.  The result is that the believer is fully qualified for greater happiness and blessing in both time and eternity.


The phrase is translated “with the result that you have been considered worthy.”

The other contexts in which this verb is used help explain the meaning here.



a.  Lk 20:34-36, “And Jesus said to them, `The sons of this age [the Jewish age] marry and are given in marriage, but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age [the Millennium] and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage; for neither can they die anymore, for they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.’”


b.  Acts 5:41, “So they went on their way from the presence of the Council rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.”
 is the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and the noun BASILEIA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of the kingdom of God.”
“with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God”
 is the preposition HUPER plus the ablative of cause from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “because of, for, on behalf of, for the sake of, or concerning which kingdom.”  This introduces a parenthesis, which will continue until the end of verse ten.

 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “certainly, indeed.”  With this we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb PASCHW, meaning “to suffer.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for that which is now going on.


The active voice indicates the Thessalonians are producing the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 (because of which kingdom certainly you are suffering,”
2 Thes 1:5 corrected translation
“evidence of the righteous judgment of God, with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God (because of which kingdom certainly you are suffering,”
Explanation:
1.  Let’s look at the entire sentence so far, “We are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, as is proper, because your doctrinal understanding is growing beyond all expectations and the virtue-love of each one of all of you toward one another keeps on increasing, so that we ourselves boast about you concerning your perseverance and doctrine in all your persecutions and afflictions, which afflictions you are enduring, evidence of the righteous judgment of God, with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God (because of which kingdom certainly you are suffering,...”.

2.  Our endurance of suffering for blessing through the application of doctrine is evidence of the righteousness and justice of God.

3.  Our endurance of suffering for blessing through the application of doctrine proves that Satan and the fallen angels are wrong in their appeal trial against God’s judgment of them.

4.  Our application of doctrine under testing and suffering for blessing makes us worthy of the greater blessing in time and eternity.


a.  We suffer on behalf of the kingdom of God.  This means that we, as believers in union with Christ, suffer while still under Satan’s authority and rule, because we will rule with Christ and Satan cannot stand this.  Therefore, Satan’s only chance to hurt us is now while we are still under his authority.  Therefore, our Lord permits us to endure persecution and affliction that we may qualify to rule with Him for 1000 years.


b.  We suffer because we are already a part of the kingdom of God.  We enter into relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ through faith alone in Christ alone.  He considers us worthy to live with Him in resurrection body on the earth during His millennial reign because of the suffering we must endure as believers in Him.


c.  Our endurance of persecution, pressure, affliction, and suffering for blessing qualifies us to participate in the millennial reign of Christ.

5.  This verse does not teach that we have to endure suffering in order to be saved.  On the contrary, we endure suffering because we are already saved.

6.  When the believer endures suffering for blessing, the Lord turns to Satan before the supreme court of heaven and says, “Did you see how that believer just used that problem solving device?  I consider him/her worthy to rule with Me.”
7.  There are two categories of divine judgment in time.


a.  By pain.


b.  By death.


c.  Judgment by pain is an evangelistic function of God’s grace.  Judgment by death is a grace function of God in the preservation of the human race.

8.  Judgment by pain.


a.  Judgment by pain is the function of God’s grace in crisis evangelism.


b.  Grace before judgment is the function of normal evangelism.  Grace in judgment is the function of crisis evangelism.  Any kind of historical disaster is related to the grace of God.


c.  Normal evangelism is the presentation of the Gospel in time of tranquility and prosperity during normal times.  Crisis evangelism occurs in time of historical disaster and personal catastrophe.


d.  Normal evangelism occurs in the presentation of the Gospel message through the evangelist, or through personal witnessing.


e.  In normal evangelism, the unbeliever has the opportunity of considering the claims of Christ objectively.  He has the opportunity of listening to the Gospel objectively.


f.  When the unbeliever rejects Christ as his Savior in normal evangelism, he enters the cosmic system.  Through cosmic involvement, the unbeliever becomes disoriented to reality through the blackout of the soul and scar tissue of the soul.  This condition insulates the unbeliever against the most powerful presentation of the Gospel.


g.  God, in His matchless grace, gives the unbeliever another chance for salvation.  As long as an unbeliever is alive, there is still hope.  But once in the cosmic system, with blackout and scar tissue of the soul, he has a locked-in subjectivity and cannot change his mind, no matter how powerful the message, or no matter how strong the appeal.  Therefore, God gives the unbeliever another chance for salvation by the introduction of pain in any form.  It can be a personal catastrophe or historical disaster, or both.  Pain is a grace category of Gospel appeal.  No matter how great the judgment, there is always a grace aspect to it.


h.  Under personal suffering or historical disaster, the pressure of one or more of the many categories of pain forces the unbeliever in the cosmic system back to reality; forces him to go from subjectivity to a very temporary objectivity.  He will have a few moments for retrospection, to recall the phrases he has heard in Gospel appeal.  He’ll remember enough to give him another chance to believe in Christ.


i.  Being forced back to reality by pain, the unbeliever is temporarily distracted from the cosmic system.  Whether he really leaves the cosmic system or not is not really the point.  But for a few moments, the cosmic system loses its influence, so that he can once more objectively reconsider the message he rejected.


j.  Judgment by pain does not kill the unbeliever.  He is alive and in pain.


k.  Therefore, judgment by pain becomes the last call to personally accept Christ as savior under the principle of crisis evangelism.  Judgment by pain is crisis evangelism.


l.  Crisis evangelism is the judgment of God bringing the unbeliever back to temporary objective reality, and simultaneously, at the end of his human resources.  That gives him the objective opportunity to consider Christ.



(1)  Paul himself was a convert of crisis evangelism: he was blinded.  Acts 9:18, the scales fell from his eyes when he believed in Christ, not on the Damascus road.  Paul believed in Christ and then his blindness left him.



(2)  The Gospel isn’t hidden or obscure.  Paul heard Steven’s testimony when he was martyred.



(3)  Judgment by pain temporarily removes the blindness, so the unbeliever can once again decide what he will do about the Gospel.  Some unbelievers at this point believe in Christ, others do not.

9.  Judgment by Death.


a.  This is the function of God’s grace in the preservation of the human race during the entire course of human history.


b.  God has promised that the human race and planet earth will not be destroyed until the end of the Millennium.


c.  But the problem is that mankind keeps trying to destroy himself on earth through the folly of his bad decisions from a position of weakness.  Mankind, in arrogance, is determined to destroy mankind through lust for power.  Man has invented destructive weapons.  But weapons will destroy the existence of homo sapien on earth during human history as the extension of the angelic conflict.


d.  Man’s freedom and function of volition apart from virtue and establishment restraint is self-destructive.  When man is negative toward establishment, the authority defined in it, and the responsibility developed from it, he becomes degenerate under either organized or disorganized evil.


e.  So judgment by death is radical surgery to separate the infected part of the human race from the non-contaminated part of the human race.  The separation is permanent, since God removes through physical death those contaminated, thus giving the rest of the human race the grace opportunity to believe in Christ.


f.  The illustration is Sodom and Gomorrah.  This gave the progeny of Abraham the chance to use their volition for or against Christ as part of the angelic conflict.


g.  Perpetuation of the human race down through the last day of the Millennium is God’s grace function in judgment by death.


h.  Hence, each category of divine judgment has a purpose. Judgment by death destroys one portion of the human race to preserve another part, where total self-destruction might be imminent.

10.  Application to Believers.


a.  If it were not for judgment by death in previous generations of history, we would not be here now, and we would not be believers.


b.  The perpetuation of the human race is only possible through judgment by death.  It means blessing to us as believers.  Judgment by death is a grace blessing to the living.


c.  Judgment by pain is a grace blessing to the unbeliever.  By application, judgment by pain distracts the believer from the cosmic system, gives him the opportunity of rebound and to move back into the spiritual life.


d.  So judgment by pain reorients the believer to reality and the importance of fellowship with God.  Therefore, when the believer loses his priorities and starts to neglect the daily perception of doctrine, God in His grace sends judgment by pain through warning and intensive discipline to bring him back into the plan of God.  This is discipline by pain.
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