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
- is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But” used with the adverb of time NUN, which usually means “now;” however, NUN is used as an adjective here with the meaning “present.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the article and noun OURANOS, translated “the heavens” and referring to the atmosphere around the earth and the universe.  The phrase is translated “But the present heavens.”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun GĒ, meaning “the earth.”  Notice the separate articles with each noun, OURANOS and GĒ, indicates that we are talking about two separate subjects.

- is the instrumental of means from the masculine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun, the intensive pronoun AUTOS plus the noun LOGOS, meaning “by means of that same word or command.”  This is a reference to “the word or command of God” mentioned at the end of verse 5.

- is the nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb THĒSAURIZW, which means “to store up, gather; to save up, or reserve.”

The nominative masculine plural is collective for both nominative nouns, OURANOS and GĒ.


The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which is used to bring a past event – the reservation of the present heavens and earth for something – vividly and dramatically into the present.


The passive voice indicates that the present heavens and earth receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial and forms the present periphrastic construction here.

- is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  This verb is used with the perfect participle to form a present periphrastic construction.


The present tense is a static present for a condition, which is now in existence and will not change.


The active voice indicates that the present heavens and earth produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the dative of purpose from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “for fire.”
“But the present heavens and the earth by means of that same command are being reserved for fire,”
- is the nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb TĒREW, which means “to guard, to keep; hold, preserve, or reserve.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to the heavens and the earth.


The present tense is a durative present for an action, which began in the past at the fall of mankind and continues until the destruction of the universe.


The passive voice indicates that the present heavens and earth receive the action of being preserved for destruction.


The participle is circumstantial.

- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “for the day.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun KRISIS, meaning “of judgment.”  The phrase “the day of judgment” is found in Mt 10:15; 11:22, 24; 12:36; 2 Pet 2:9; 3:7; 1 Jn 4:17.

- is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the descriptive from the feminine singular noun APWLEIA, which means “the destruction.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this destruction – it will be the most complete and devastating destruction to ever happen to a human being.

- is the possessive genitive from the masculine plural article and the adjective ASEBĒS, which means “of godless” plus the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men.”  This phrase “of godless men” refers to all unbelievers of human history.

“being preserved for the day of judgment and destruction of godless men.”
2 Peter 3:7 corrected translation
“But the present heavens and the earth by means of that same command are being reserved for fire, being preserved for the day of judgment and destruction of godless men.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter just finished talking about the preservation of planet earth for the continued occupancy of mankind as a demonstration of the faithfulness of God.  Now he switches subjects to show the other side of the coin.  In contrast, God is reserving that same heavens and earth (which He is preserving in order to give mankind a chance to believe in Christ) for total destruction as the final judgment of all unbelievers of human history.

2.  Fire as a means of divine judgment is found in the following passages of Scripture.


a.  Our Lord used fire to judge unbelievers in the Old Testament, Lk 17:29, “but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.”  Compare Gen 19:24, “Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven.”  Also Jude 7, “Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example, in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.”

b.  The disciples of our Lord recognized that they had the authority to use fire as judgment against those who would not believe, Lk 9:54, “And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’”

c.  In Acts 2:19 fire is used as warning judgment prior to the second advent of Christ, “And I will grant wonders in the sky above, and signs on the earth beneath, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke.”  Compare Rev 8:7, “And the first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.”

d.  Fire is used to judge the believer’s works at the Judgment Seat of Christ, 1 Cor 3:13-15, “each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work.” 3:14 “If any man’s work, which he has built upon, it remains, he shall receive a reward.” 3:15 “If any man’s work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.”

e.  Fire is used to judge all unbelievers at the Second Advent, 2 Thes 1:6-8, “since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power with flaming fire, inflicting punishment to those who do not know God; that is, to those who do not accept the gospel of our Lord Jesus.”  Compare also Mt 3:12 (Lk 3:17), “And His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

f.  Fire is used in Rev 8:5 for angelic announcement of impending judgment, “Then the angel took the incense shovel; and he filled it with the fire of the altar and hurled it to the earth; then there followed peals of thunder and loud noises and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.”

g.  Fire is used in Rev 13:13 by the apostate Jewish dictator of Israel to imitate the power of God in order to lead them astray, “Furthermore, he [Jewish dictator] performs great miracles, for example, he may even cause fire to come down from heaven to the earth in the presence of the people [men].”

h.  One of the elect angels is in charge of fire as judgment from God, Rev 14:18-20, “In the meantime another angel who has authority over fire came out from the altar and shouted with a magnificent voice to him who has the sharp sickle, and he said, ‘Send in your sharp sickle, and harvest the cluster of grapes from the vines of the earth, because its grapes are ripe [the saturation of degeneracy].’  Then the angel swung his sickle against the earth and he harvested the vine(s) of the earth [areas of degeneracy], and he threw them into the great winepress of the wrath of God.  In fact, the winepress was trampled outside the city and blood flowed out of the winepress up to the horses’ bridle as far as one hundred eighty miles.”

i.  Our Lord uses fire to destroy the armies surrounding Jerusalem as a part of the Armageddon campaign, Rev 20:9, “Then they marched over the wide terrain of the land and they surrounded the bivouac of the saints and the beloved city [Jerusalem], then fire came down from heaven and destroyed them.”

j.  Fire is used to protect God’s two witnesses Rev 11:5, “Furthermore, if anyone desires to harm them, fire shoots out of their mouth and it destroys their enemies; also if anyone would desire to hurt them, in this manner they must be killed.”

k.   Fire is used as an analogy to divine judgment of the believer in divine discipline, Heb 10:26-27, “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,” 10:27 “but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.”

l.  Fire is used to describe the judgment of the unbeliever in the lake of fire, Mark 9:47c-49 (also Mt 18:8), “to be cast into hell,” 9:48 “where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.” 9:49  “For everyone will be salted with fire.”  Compare Mt 25:41, “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.’”

m.  In Mt 5:22 hell is described as full of fire,  “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, ‘Raca,’ [Aramaic meaning “stupid”] shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.”  Compare Mt 13:42, 50.


n.  The lake of fire is the eternal state of the dictators of the Revived Roman Empire and tribulational Israel, Satan, all the fallen angels, and all those who never believe in Christ, Rev 19:20, 20:10, “Then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed miracles in his presence, by which [miracles] he had deceived those who worshiped his idol; though still alive these two were thrown into the lake of fire burning with sulfur.”  Rev 20:10, “Then the devil who had deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and burning sulfur, where both the beast [revived Roman Emperor] and the false prophet are located; and they shall be tormented day and night forever and ever.”  Rev 20:13-15, “Then the sea gave up the dead [Nephilim], those in it; also death and Hades gave up the dead, those in them; then they were judged, each one, according to their works [human good].  Then death, even Hades was thrown into the lake of fire.  This, the lake of fire, is the second death.  And if anyone was not found [registered] written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”  Rev 21:8, “But with reference to the cowardly, even the unbelievers, the detestable [self-righteous arrogance], the murderers, the fornicators, the drug abusers, the idolaters, and all the liars [pathological], their part will be in the lake which burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

o.  The Lord Jesus Christ is described as a “consuming fire” which is a metaphor for His all consuming judgment of those who reject and oppose Him, Heb 12:29, “for our God is a consuming fire.”  Compare Dt 4:24; 9:3; Isa 33:14; 2 Thes 1:7; Heb. 10:27, 31.
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