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
- is the mild adversative conjunction DE, which is translated “but.”  With this we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb AUXANW, which means, “to grow.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action, which has begun in the past and is commanded to continue for the remainder of your spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that we are expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a direct, positive demand on the volition of the believer.

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “in the sphere of grace.”
- is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun GNWSIS, which means “the knowledge.”  This is a reference to the academic understanding of Bible doctrine as taught in the classroom of the local church by the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  We are expected to keep on assembling together for the teaching of the word of God throughout our spiritual life and continue learning Bible doctrine.  Notice that God does not demand that we accept the teaching – that is an issue in the angelic conflict.  But, God does demand that we assemble together and have objective knowledge available in our soul so we can act upon it by believing in it.

- is the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS plus the possessive genitive first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our Lord.”  With this we have the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun SWTĒR, meaning “Savior” and the appositional genitive from the proper names IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “Jesus Christ.”
“but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”
- is the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to Him.”  The absence of a verb here indicates great emphasis by Peter.  This could also be considered a dative of possession, in which the statement being made is: “Glory belongs to Him both now and forever.”
- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, meaning “Glory.”
- is the classical use of the construction KAI...KAI, meaning “both...and.”  With this we have the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now.”
- is the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of the extent of time from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “throughout the day.”  The absence of the article indicates that this is not just any day, but a very special day.  This day is much longer than 24 hours.  It includes all the eternal future.  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun AIWN, which means, “of time to come which, if it has no end, is also known as eternity.”
 - this word is disputed by some as not being in the text.  However, it is found in p72, Aleph, Codex A and C, but not in Codex B.  It is part of the text and is a particle which “according to later custom was almost always put at the end of books, but not in the older manuscripts (hence there are various readings) – Mt 28:20; Mk 16:20; Lk 24:53; Jn 21:25; Acts 28:31; 1 Cor 16:24; 2 Cor 13:13.”  The word comes from the Hebrew verb  AMĒN or the Aramaic haphel perfect of AMĒN.  The Hebrew word has many meanings, but the ones pertinent here are:

1.  In the niphil it means:



a.  “to be confirmed, established, sure.”  We would then translate it as “It is confirmed or established.”


b.  “to be verified.”


c.  It means “to be reliable, faithful, true.”

2.  In the hiphil it means, “I have been caused to trust or believe it.”  That is its meaning here.

2 Peter 3:18 corrected translation
“but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Glory belongs to Him both now and throughout the day of eternity.  I have been caused to believe it.”
Explanation:
1.  Salvation by grace through faith demands the continuation of postsalvation grace for spiritual growth.


a.  God expects us to keep on growing spiritually throughout our spiritual life.  This requires understanding of the grace of God, which is a characteristic of the integrity of God.


b.  This also requires understanding the person of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


c.  Grace orientation and doctrinal orientation always work together.  Grace orientation emphasizes the divine side of postsalvation grace, whereas, doctrinal orientation emphasizes the believer’s response to grace.  There is no growth except in the sphere of grace.


d.  We are commanded to continue our spiritual growth.  This command can only be executed by learning about grace and then applying what we learn.  We must not only learn about grace, but we must also apply grace to everything in our life.  In this way we glorify the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  We are commanded to continue to grow in our knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Since He is infinite, this is a never-ending process for us as believers.  We cannot grow in knowledge if we reject what we hear or if we do not come to formation when the command to “Fall in” is given.  Every time Bible class is conducted or every time we turn on a dvd or video or whatever means of getting doctrine we use, we are commanded to fall into formation.  We are then given directions, orders, commands, and instructions on what we are to do next and how we are expected to do it.  Then, understanding what we are expected to do, we move out smartly in the right direction as a part of God’s team.  The more we do this the better we get at it.  Living the spiritual life is a lot like basic training.  Before we know it, we get to graduate and move on to our advanced individual training.

2.  Before Peter died, he understood that God emphasis must precede people emphasis.


a.  Our spiritual life is not with people, but with God.


b.  Our rapport with people is not our spiritual life.  Our rapport with God is our spiritual life.


c.  Our relationship and rapport with people is the result of our spiritual life and rapport with God.


d.  Our emphasis in life must be “What does God want me to think?  What does God want me to do?  Where does God want me to be?”  Any other emphasis is a wrong priority.


e.  God gives us loved ones and true friends as a blessing because of His integrity – His righteousness demands it, causing His justice to provide it as a function of His love based upon His grace.


f.  When we set our loved ones and friends above God in importance, then we have forgotten who is more important – the Giver or the gift.  The Giver will always be infinitely more important than the gift, no matter how great the gift is.


g.  Our attention must always be on who and what God is, and this can only happen by our continued priority of learning about the grace and person of our Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  The day of eternity begins the day that we die.


a.  Although Jesus Christ is the Shekinah Glory, only our advance to spiritual maturity gives Him the glory that belongs to Him from us, as members of His royal family.


b.  No matter what we do or fail to do as believers, God will be glorified forever beginning the day that we die.  The physical death of every believer is God’s victory over death, because every believer receives an interim body as a down payment on his or her resurrection body.  The resurrection body is God’s eternal victory over death.


c.  God will be glorified for all eternity, whether Satan and the fallen angels like it or not, and they can do nothing to stop God from being glorified, even though they have tried for longer than human history.


d.  God will be glorified for all eternity whether mankind likes it or not, and unbelievers can do nothing to stop God from being glorified, even though they have tried for all human history to prevent it.


e.  God will be glorified by every believer of every dispensation throughout all eternity by the rewards and decorations received from our Lord Jesus Christ.


f.  Our eternal destiny is the eternal glory of God, and we can begin that destiny right here and right now by faith in Christ and by living the spiritual life which God has so graciously provided for us.

2
3

