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
- is the postpositive inferential particle OUN, which introduces a conclusion from what has previously been said.  It is translated “Therefore, Consequently, So.”  One of the newly discovered uses of this word is in a mild adversative sense, meaning “But” or “However”, which would also make sense in this context.  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “All of you” or “you all.”
- is the vocative masculine plural from the adjective AGAPĒTOS, which means “beloved” and refers here to every member of the royal family of God; that is, all Church Age believers.

- is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PROGINWSKW, which means “to know something in advance, beforehand.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to “you, beloved” the subject of the verse.


The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of fact concerning the action of the participle without reference to the action’s progress.


The active voice indicates that all believers positive to the teaching of the word of God, who have learned the information provided by Paul and Peter, produce the action.


The participle is temporal, being coterminous with the action of the main verb.  It is translated “since you know this in advance.”
- is the second person plural present middle imperative from the verb PHULASSW, which means “to be on one’s guard against, look out for, avoid.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action which must begin now and continue throughout your spiritual life.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which lays stress upon you producing the action in your own interest and for your own benefit.


The imperative mood is a command.

“But you, beloved, since you know this in advance, be on your guard,”
- is the conjunction of purpose HINA, which introduces a final purpose clause.  It is translated “in order that.”
- is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” and goes with the main verb EKPIPTW, coming up later in the verse.  It does not go with the participle that follows.

- is the nominative masculine plural aorist passive participle from the verb SUNAPAGW, which means “to be led or carried away by something.”

The nominative masculine plural refers again to you as a believer who has learned this doctrine.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of the rest of your spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that you receive the action of being led or carried away by the false teaching of others.


The participle is instrumental, expressing the means by which the action of the main verb EKPIPTW occurs.  It is translated “by being carried away.”
- is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun PLANĒ, which means “by the error, delusion, deceit, or deception.”  Here deception or deceit is the best translation.  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun ATHESMOS, which means “of lawless, unprincipled men.”  Here “lawless” would refer to the unbeliever, while “unprincipled” could refer to either believers or unbelievers; hence, “unprincipled” is the preferred translation.

“in order that, by being carried away by the deception of unprincipled men”
- is the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb EKPIPTW, which means (1) “to fall off” – of withered flowers, Jam 1:11; 1 Pet 1:24; – of chains from the hands, Acts 12:7; (2) as nautical technical term “to drift off course, run aground,” Acts 27:17, 26, 29; (3) figuratively “to lose something” as in Gal 5:4 “to lose grace.”  Here it means “to lose something.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which represents the action as a generally accepted fact or universal truth – that when a believer gets carried away from the word of God by the deception of false teachers, they lose something.


The active voice indicates that any believer who allows himself to be deceived by unprincipled false teachers produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate what may take place in the future if we let this happen to us.  The negative MĒ used with the subjunctive is a subjunctive of prohibition, which is used to forbid the initiation of an action.  It is translated “in order that you do not ever (or never) lose...”
- is the objective genitive from the masculine singular article, used as a personal pronoun and translated “your.”  With this we have the genitive masculine singular adjective IDIOS, which means “one’s own” plus the noun STĒRIGMOS, which was originally used by Aristotle, means “to stand still,” but it came to be used figuratively, meaning “firmness” or “one’s firm hold.”  This is the only use of this word in Scripture.  However, the verb STĒRIZW, from which this word comes, means “to be confirmed, to be established, to be strengthened” and is used by Peter in 1 Pet 5:10 and 2 Pet 1:12, “Therefore, I intend to constantly remind you about these things, although you have known and have been strengthen by means of the truth.”  And, these words were surely in Peter’s mind when he wrote STĒRIGMOS.  Hence, I am going to translate this by the word “strength.”  The word “strength” here is the figurative idea for Bible doctrine in the souls of these believers, the exact same idea that Peter had in chapter 1 verse 12.  This meaning fits perfectly in context with the next verse, which says, “but grow in grace and in the knowledge of...”
“you do not lose your own strength”
2 Peter 3:17 corrected translation
“But you, beloved, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, in order that you do not lose your own strength by being carried away by the deception of unprincipled men,”
Explanation:
1.  What is it that we know in advance?  That, “the ignorant and unstable distort the Scriptures resulting in their own ruin.”  Peter returns to one of the great themes of this epistle.


a.  That there are false teachers in the Church Age.


b.  That these false teachers are ignorant of the word of God.


c.  That these false teachers are unstable from emotional sins.


d.  That these false teachers distort the Scriptures.


e.  And, that they will lead us to ruin spiritually, if we follow them.

2.  Therefore, Peter gives us a final command to be on our guard against these false teachers.


a.  The only way we guard ourselves against false teaching is by knowing correct teaching.


b.  This requires our desire to really want to learn the truth, which God has to offer.


c.  God directly controls the lives of those who genuinely want to learn Bible doctrine.  God puts us in a geographical area for a reason, and that reason is always related to the teaching of the word of God.  We may think it is for a lot of other reasons, but the real reason is so that we can learn Bible doctrine and have a real relationship with God.


d.  Once God gets us into the right geographical location, He reveals His communicator to us.  We may or may not like the communicator or the means of communication, but there is no doubt about one thing – the man has a spiritual gift and is definitely communicating to us.  That means that he is stepping all over our toes, saying things we don’t like and with which we don’t necessarily agree because we don’t want them to be true, but we also realize that what he is saying is true.


e.  Now we have to make the decision – Do we really want to learn Bible doctrine or not?  This is a volitional test with eternal repercussions.  We are free at any time to make any number of excuses and stop listening to the teaching of doctrine and do something else.  God will not stop us.  He may make us hurt a bit, but He will not stop us.  This is what the angelic conflict is all about – our decisions.


f.  If we stick with the communicator God has provided for us, then we have the opportunity to grow in grace in the spiritual life and have a relationship with God.  Notice I said “opportunity”.  Not all believers who listen to the teaching of doctrine profit from it.  Some hear and then walk away and do what they want to do anyway.  They are hearers only but not doers of the Word.  Some listen, accept the doctrine, and want to act upon it, but become distracted by the cares and worries and “necessities” of daily life.  They grow very slowly and have minimal impact in the angelic conflict.


g.  But those who really want to learn, who really listen and believe what is taught, who put all the different doctrines together and see the whole picture, finally get a glimpse of the fantastic person and plan of God in all His glory and have an appreciation and gratitude for their relationship with God which cannot be matched.  This glorifies God to the maximum and causes tremendous happiness to be shared with that believer.


h.  By doing this we accumulate a thorough and complete understanding of the correct meaning of Scripture, so that when a false teacher comes along, we can spot them immediately.  We never have to learn what the heresies are, because they keep changing all the time.  But if we know the truth, we will never be fooled by the false.

3.  Our strength is our spiritual life.  Our spiritual life has two power options, two areas of strength – the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in our soul.


a.  Knowledge is power, and absolute knowledge is absolute power.  Our knowledge of Bible doctrine is our absolute power to face any false teaching by any false teacher at any time.


b.  However, we are powerless in the face of the deception of false teaching if we do not have Bible doctrine firmly in our soul.  Bible doctrine gets firmly in our soul by hearing it taught over and over again until we cannot forget it.


c.  Bible doctrine in our soul and the filling of the Holy Spirit belong to us personally.  These are invisible assets, which are ours and ours alone.  No one else can have these assets.  They personally belong to us.  God the Holy Spirit fills our soul personally.  Bible doctrine is our personal understanding of the word of God.  The strength God gives us belongs to us personally, which means no one can take it away from us, except us.


d.  We lose our own strength by our own bad decisions to reject the word of God or the teaching of the word of God.  No one ever turns to the deception of false teaching who has not first rejected the correct teaching or the truth.  We cannot accept the false without rejecting the truth.

4.  False teachers deceive.


a.  They deceive themselves into thinking they are not false teachers, but only telling the truth as they see it.  Since they deceive themselves, they cannot see it when we try to tell them the truth or straighten them out.  Our efforts are useless against their self-deception.


b.  They deceive others with their false teaching, which they sincerely believe to be truth.  As far as they are concerned their false teaching has to be true or else their whole value system collapses and they have to accept the fact they are living a lie.  Their arrogance will not permit them to do this.  Therefore, they support their personal belief system by the distortion of Scripture.


c.  Eventually they distort the Scriptures so much that they come to believe the lies of Satan – that man can be saved by his own efforts or that man can live the spiritual life by his own efforts.  When this happens, they introduce works into salvation and into the spiritual life.


d.  In so doing, they ruin their own spiritual lives and drag other ignorant believers with them into the ditch of degeneracy.  They are well meaning and sincere, but sincerely wrong, which is why sincerity is never a virtue in life.


e.  Eventually they become so morally or immorally corrupt that they no longer have any true doctrinal principles in life.  At that point, the end justifies the means and they will do anything to accomplish their particular goals in life, no matter how evil those goals may be.


f.  The spiritual life is based on principle – the principles of the word of God.  False teachers are without principles, for they have no Bible doctrine in their souls upon which principles are built.
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