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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular noun PLEONEXIA, which means “because of greediness, insatiableness, avarice, covetousness,” literally: “a desire to have more.”

Rom 1:29, “being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips;”

Used with  Eph 4:19; 5:3. “Who because they have become
calloused, they have given themselves over to licentiousness, resulting in the practice of every kind of immorality with insatiable lust.”  “But fornication and all licentiousness or insatiable erotic desire should not even be mentioned among you, as is protocol for the saints,”

Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,”

Lk 12:15,  plural guard against every form of greed.

In 2 Cor 9:5 the context calls for the pregnant meaning, “a gift that is grudgingly granted by avarice (); extortion.”

1 Thes 2:5, “For we never came with the appearance of flattery, just as you know, nor with a pretext for avarice; God is witness.”  This is the best translation for this word in our context and agrees perfectly with this parallel passage by Paul.

 is the instrumental of manner from the masculine plural adjective PLASTOS, which means “made up, fabricated, or false.”  With this we have the instrumental of manner from the masculine plural noun LOGOS, meaning “doctrines, teachings.”  The phrase is translated “with false teachings.”
- is the accusative direct object from the second person masculine plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
- is the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EMPOREUOMAI, which has two meanings:


1.  The intransitive meaning is “to carry on business”   This meaning is found in Jam 4:13.


2.  The transitive meaning is “to buy and sell, trade in” when the object is a thing; but it means to “exploit” when the object is a person.


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The middle voice here is middle in form but active in meaning, the false teachers producing the action of exploiting believers financially through their false teachings.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.  One need only read about the history of the Catholic Church or look at the current trend in television evangelists to see the truth of this statement.

“And because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings,”
- is the instrumental of cause from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “because of which” and referring back to the dative masculine plural noun LOGOS, “teachings.”
is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their” and noun KRIMA, which means “decree, judgment, condemnation, or sentence of condemnation.”
 is the adverb of time EKPALAI, which means “for a long time, from long ago.”  It is only used in 2 Pet 2:3; 3:5.

is the absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ARGEW, which means “has not been idle i.e., it is being prepared.”

The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the state of being of this present condition.


The active voice indicates that the condemnation of the false teachers was decreed in eternity past with the result that they stand condemned forever.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.


This is an idiom, which means “has been prepared from eternity past.”
“because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past,”
is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun APWLEIA plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun meaning “their.”  The noun APWLEIA, means “intransitively the destruction that one experiences, annihilation both complete and in process, ruin.”
is the absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb NUSTAZW, which means


1.  nod, become drowsy, doze “they all became drowsy” Mt 25:5.


2.  figuratively it means:  to be sleepy, idle of Destruction personified their destruction is not asleep, i.e. it is on its way.


The present tense is a gnomic present to express a state or condition, which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the destruction of these false teachers produces the action of not being idle.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“and their destruction is not idle.”

2 Pet 2:3 corrected translation
“and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence reads, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves, nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered, and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”
2.  This verse gives us the motivation of the false teachers: they are in it for the money.


a.  Avarice is the desire to acquire more than one needs or deserves: greed, covetousness, lust for money or possessions.

b.  What does the Bible say about greed?



(1)  Eccl 6:2, “a man to whom God has given riches and wealth and honor so that his life lacks nothing of all that he desires; yet God has not given him the capacity to enjoy them, for a foreigner enjoys them.  This is vanity and a severe affliction.”


(2)  Lk 12:15, “Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”


(3)  1 Thes 2:5, “For we never came with the appearance of flattery, just as you know, nor with a pretext for avarice; God is witness.”


(4)  2 Pet 2:14, “having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;”

c.  False teachers teach false doctrine in order to make money off us.  They don’t care about our spiritual welfare.  They don’t care about our happiness or spiritual life.  All they care about are themselves.  And in that, they will be frustrated and empty; for their greed leaves them without the capacity to enjoy the wealth they have conned us into giving them.


d.  False teachers are nothing more than con men in “holy clothing.”  We would not let a con man swindle us out of our financial prosperity, why would we let a man or woman “of the Church” do it to us?

3.  False teachers were condemned by God in eternity past as a part of the divine decrees.  Remember that these false teachers in context are unbelievers.  Therefore, this condemnation refers to lack of eternal salvation or to loss of salvation and condemnation against unbelievers who teach what is not in the word of God in order to make money off those who are stupid enough to listen to them.  The false teacher is condemned by the justice of God.  The believer who listens to them is cursed by association with them.


a.  Jer 23:9-12, “‘As for the prophets [teachers of doctrine]: My heart is broken within me, all my bones tremble; I have become like a drunken man, even like a man overcome with wine, because of the Lord and because of His holy words.  For the land is full of adulterers; for the land mourns because of the curse [five cycles of discipline].  The pastures of the wilderness have dried up [there is no more teaching of doctrine].  Their course also is evil and their might is not right [the false teachers are not depending on the power of the Holy Spirit].  For both prophet and priest are polluted; even in My house I have found their wickedness [false teaching],’ declares the Lord.  ‘Therefore their way will be like slippery paths to them, they will be driven away into the gloom and fall down in it [degeneracy]; for I will bring calamity upon them [divine discipline], the year of their punishment [sin unto death],’ declares the Lord.”

b.  Mt 15:7-14, “‘You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you: “This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me.  But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.” ‘  After Jesus called the crowd to Him, He said to them, ‘Hear and understand.  It is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man [the Pharisees had all kinds of additions to the Mosaic Law about what was not permissible to eat], but what proceeds out of the mouth [false teaching], this defiles the man.’  Then the disciples came and said to Him, ‘Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this statement?’  But He answered and said, ‘Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant [i.e., every false teacher] shall be uprooted.  Leave them behind [=idiom, which means “Ignore them”]; they are blind guides of the blind.  And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.’”

c.  The condemnation for the false teachers is divine discipline eventuating in the second death (the lake of fire).
4.  The final phrase “their destruction is not idle” is Peter’s sense of humor being used by God the Holy Spirit.  Peter uses this backhanded method of pointing out that even though they are idle because they spend no time in diligently studying the word of God, the justice of God is not idle and is hard at work preparing the worst possible eternal state for them.  They spend no time studying God’s word so they can teach it accurately, instead they teach what they want the word of God to say based on their own emotions, feelings, and desires.

a.  God reserves the greatest divine discipline for believer and unbeliever false teachers.


b.  The most any believer can ever suffer while alive is to suffer divine discipline and the sin unto death as a false teacher.


c.  Not only do believer false teachers suffer the most divine discipline in time, but they also suffer the greatest loss in eternity, because they not only lose the opportunity to receive the crown  of righteousness for living the spiritual life, but they also forfeit the crown of glory (1 Pet 5:4) for not doing their job correctly as a communicator of the word of God.


d.  Nothing is to be despised more by a believer than a false teacher of the word of God.  God warns us to ignore them, so that we will not suffer by association with them.
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