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is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”
 is the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb APOPHEUGW, which means “to escape or escape from with accusative of person or thing from which one escapes.”

The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which places emphasis on the conclusion or the results of the completed action.  It is found in verbs that signify effort or attempt or intention or process, and indicates the completion or attainment of such things.


The active voice indicates that the false teachers produce the action of escaping from the cosmic system just long enough to believe in Christ through the common grace ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb—they are entangled.  The temporal participle is translated “after they have escaped.”
is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun MIASMA, which in secular literature was used for “crime” but is used only once in Scripture—here by Peter—and he uses it figuratively meaning moral “defilement, corruption.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “of the cosmic system.”  The Greek word KOSMOS is frequently translated “world” which does not convey the actual meaning of the word.  The word refers to the order, arrangement, and system of a thing.  It refers to Satan’s orderly system and arrangement of government within his kingdom.

The entire phrase is translated “the defilements of the cosmic system.”

1.  The defilements of the cosmic system is the total depravity of the unbeliever.


2.  The unbeliever is born spiritually brain dead.  He is incapable of understanding anything about God, God’s plan, God’s ideas, i.e., any spiritual phenomena.


3.  The cause of the unbeliever’s spiritual brain death is the genetically formed old sin nature, which becomes active at the moment of physical birth when God imputes Adam’s original sin to each one of us.  Is this fair?  Yes, absolutely, because we would have committed the exact same sin had we been in Adam’s place in the Garden of Eden.  Adam represents us as the head of the human race, and as such he did exactly what we would have done had we been in the Garden instead of him.

4.  Therefore, the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature in every cell of our bodies results in our being born physically alive and spiritually dead.


5.  Being spiritually dead, we are totally separated from God, totally in a state of sin, and helpless to do anything about it.  This is called total depravity in theology and is described here by Peter as “the defilements of the cosmic system.”
“For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “by means of the full knowledge.”
 is the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and proper names KURIOS, SWTĒROS, and the appositional genitive from the masculine singular proper names IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS, with the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  Note that one article governs all these nouns, indicating that these titles all refer to one person.  The possessive genitive of EGW was added by some copyist and is not necessary.  The full knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ is God the Holy Spirit’s ministry of common grace.

1.  We escape from the cosmic system by the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in common grace.

2.  The full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the doctrine of Common Grace.
“by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,”
 is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE.  BAG says it is, “one of the most commonly used Greek particles, used to connect one clause with another when it is felt that there is some contrast between them, though the contrast is often scarcely discernible.  Most common translations: but, when a contrast is clearly implied; and, when a simple connective is desired, without contrast; frequently it cannot be translated at all.”  Here we have DE used as a simple connective between the two participles, which form the protosis of this sentence.  With this we have the locative of sphere from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “in them” and is a reference to the defilements of the cosmic system.

 is the adverb of time PALIN, which means “again.”
 is the nominative masculine plural aorist passive participle from the verb EMPLEKW, which means “to be entangled in something.”  This word is also used by Paul in 2 Tim 2:4 for a soldier who becomes entangled in matters of the civilian world.


The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which is used for emphasis or dramatic effect.  It states a present reality with the certainty of a past event.


The passive voice indicates that the unbeliever false teacher receives the action of once again becoming entangled in the cosmic system after rejecting Christ as savior.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb.

 is the third person plural present passive indicative from the verb HĒSSAOMAI, which is only used in the passive and means “to be defeated, to succumb.”

The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present state or result of the current action.


The passive voice indicates that the false teachers receive the action of being defeated by Satan’s cosmic system.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and being entangled again in them they are defeated,”
 is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which emphasizes the present state as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of being in a worse state or condition after rejecting Jesus Christ as savior than they were before understanding the gospel.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the dative of disadvantage from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “for them.”
 is the subjective nominative from the neuter plural article and adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “the last state.”  The adjective is used of place, rank, and time.  Here it is a reference to time.

 is the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective CHEIRWN, which means “worse, more severe.”  With this we have the genitive of comparison from the neuter plural article and adjective PRWTOS, meaning “than the first state.”
“the last state has become for them worse than the first state.”
2 Pet 2:20 corrected translation
“For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.”
Explanation:
1.  This verse teaches the principle of unbeliever reversionism.


a.  The unbeliever can become reversionistic in two ways.



(1)  They can reject the laws of divine establishment and become degenerate, usually immorally degenerate.



(2)  They can reject the gospel and become degenerate, usually morally degenerate, as we see here with the false teachers.


b.  The unbeliever in degeneracy becomes stronger in their negative volition after rejecting God’s grace in evangelism.  They have locked themselves into negative volition for a second time.


c.  The decision to remain in the cosmic system causes the blackout of the soul.  At first, they had the chance to accept the Gospel.  In the latter state, things have become worse for them, because having already rejected the Gospel, blackout of the soul has occurred and now the only means of evangelizing them is through some crisis—their impending death, the death of a loved one, economic disaster, national disaster, etc.

2.  They have developed a worthless mind.


a.  Definition.



(1)  The unbeliever, who has rejected Jesus Christ as Savior after having full-knowledge of the Gospel, has a worthless mind.



(2)  This is tantamount to salvation maladjustment to the justice of God.  Such maladjustment demands judgment from the justice of God, involving blackout of the soul, the function of evil, and scar tissue of the soul.



(3)  A worthless mind is a mind thinking evil, a mind where there is evil or demon influence.  Evil is defined here as the unbeliever thinking that he can have a perfectly wonderful relationship with God based on what he does or doesn’t do, which is human works.


b.  The worthless mind is entangled in false doctrines prior to hearing the gospel presented and then becomes even more entangled in false doctrines after hearing the gospel and rejecting it.  The last state has become worst than the first.”

c.  The worthless mind is the status of degeneracy known as blackout of the soul, Rom 1:21, cf Eph 4:17-18.  “As a result of their negative volition, they received worthless ideas in their evil cerebrations, and their ignorant right lobe receives darkness.”

d.  The worthless mind is controlled by evil, Rom 1:28, “And since in full knowledge they rejected having the God, after careful examination of Him, God delivered them over to a worthless mind, doing those evil things which are improper.”

e.  The worthless mind is illustrated by the dog returning to his vomit, 2 Pet 2:21-22.  It is better for a degenerate unbeliever not to have understood the Gospel than to turn away from full understanding of the Gospel.  The dog vomiting is analogous to the unbeliever rejecting evil from his common sense standards.  Yet after rejecting the Gospel, the dog now returns to the vomit and accepts what he formerly rejected.


f.  The believer who rejects Bible doctrine also has a worthless mind.  He is described in Scripture as follows:



(1)  Rev 3:14-20, he is lukewarm.



(2)  Heb 5:11-14, he is unteachable.



(3)  Gal 5:4, he is a casualty.



(4)  Phil 3:18, he is the enemy of the cross.



(5)  Rev 2:4, he has left his first love.



(6)  1 Tim 1:19, he is shipwrecked.



(7)  Jer 9:25-26, he is uncircumcised of heart.



(8)  Heb 12:15, he is falling from grace.

3.  This verse describes the problem of negative volition.


a.  Negative volition permits demons to teach false doctrine, 1 Tim 4:1.  The satanic teaching of the lie that man does not have to believe in Christ is delegated to demons.  Believers get into the cosmic system and learn the doctrine of demons just like unbelievers.


b.  How negative volition begins is taught in 1 Jn 2:15-16, “Do not love the world, nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.”


(1)  The cosmic system is a tactical trap for the enslavement of the human race.  It is a factory for the production of spiritual losers.



(2)  Cosmic involvement is the principle of negative volition and includes both blackout of the soul and scar tissue of the soul.


c.  The unbeliever is blinded by walking in darkness (living in the cosmic system), Eph 4:17-19, “Therefore I communicate this and because of the Lord I insist that you no longer walk even as Gentiles walk in the vacuum of their mind.  They have been darkened in their way of thinking, and they have been alienated from the life of God [protocol plan], because of the ignorance, which is in them, because of the scar tissue of their right lobe. Who because they have become calloused, they have given themselves over to licentiousness, resulting in the practice of every kind of immorality with insatiable lust.”

d.  Jn 12:37-40 describes people’s continuing negative volition.  “But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him.  This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet that he spoke: ‘Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’  For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, ‘He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, so that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart, and be converted and I heal them.’”

e.  Rom 11:7-8 describes Jewish blackout of the soul from persistent negative volition.  “Therefore, to what conclusion are we forced?  What Israel is constantly seeking [salvation], this salvation it did not obtain, but the elect [Jewish believers] have obtained it, and the rest were hardened.  Just as it stands written, ‘The Lord [Jesus Christ] has given to them [unbeliever Jews] a state of mind of insensibility, Eyes for the purpose of not seeing, Ears for the purpose of not hearing; until this very day.’”  Compare:



(1)  2 Cor 3:14-16, “But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.  But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.



(2)  2 Cor 4:3-4, “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
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