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is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, emphasizing a fact as surprising or unexpected or noteworthy: and yet, and in spite of that, nevertheless.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLLOS, used as a substantive, meaning “many.”  This is a reference to believers as we will see further along in this context.

 is the third person plural future active indicative from the verb EXAKOLOUTHEW, which is used in the NT only figuratively and only with the dative case following.  It means to follow or obey an authority that may be personal or impersonal as in 2 Pet 1:16, “For not having followed slyly concocted stories,...”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place.


The active voice indicates that many believers will produce the action of following the wrong thing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their.”
 is the dative of indirect object from the feminine plural article and noun ASELGEIA, meaning “licentiousness, debauchery, sensuality” in the singular and the plural.  The word is used two ways:


a.  It is used for the emotions controlling the soul.



(1)  give oneself over to sensuality, Eph 4:19, “Who because they have become calloused, they have given themselves over to sensuality, resulting in the practice of every kind of immorality with insatiable lust.”


(2)   live in sensuality, 1 Pet 4:3, “For the time having passed by is sufficient to do the desires of the Gentiles, living in sensuality, cravings, drunkenness, wild parties, drinking parties and wanton idolatries.”


(3)   Jude 1:4, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”


(4)  Mk 7:21-22, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.”


(5) indecent conduct 2 Pet 2:7, “and if He rescued righteous Lot, worn down by the conduct of the morally corrupt because of sensuality.”  This is really meaning number one above connected with the sexual conduct which results from the emotions controlling the soul.



(6)   2 Pet 2:18, “For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error.”

b.  This word is also used of sexual excesses:



(1)  With  Rom 13:13, “Let us walk honorably as in the day-time, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in fornicating and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousy.”


(2)  With  2 Cor 12:21, “I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have practiced.”


(3)  Gal 5:19, in a long catalogue of vices, “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality.”

c.  The meaning of this word is basically “sensuality.”  It is used to describe the emotions controlling the soul of a person.  There are two results of this process.  Either the trend of the person’s old sin nature is toward morality, which results in Christian emotional degeneracy such as Pentecostalism, or the trend of the sin nature is toward immorality resulting in Christian immoral degeneracy or licentiousness.


d.  Therefore, the word sensuality is the best translation because it can be used to describe either trend of the sin nature.


e.  However, in this context Peter will emphasize again and again the heresy of the false teachers that the emotional control of the soul is the Christian way of life.  As we shall see, this heresy continues to be perpetuated throughout the Church Age, since learning the word of God as the Christian way of life is increasingly rejected, maligned, criticized, and ridiculed.

“nevertheless many will follow their sensuality,”
 - is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause/reason from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “because of whom.”
is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HODOS, meaning “the way, the teaching” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “of truth.”  This is a reference to “the whole way of life from a moral and religious viewpoint,” that is, the spiritual life: “the Way or the teaching in the most comprehensive sense, specifically of Christianity.  Examples of this use of HODOS include:


a.  Acts 24:14, “according to the Way, which they [Paul’s critics] call a sect.”

b.  Acts 9:2, “If he [Paul] should find people who belonged to the Way”

c.  Acts 18:25f,  of Christian teaching, “This man [Apollos] had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”

d.  Acts 19:9, “But when some [Jews in Ephesus] were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, he withdrew from them and took away the disciples [the first twelve believers in Ephesus who were baptized into the name of Jesus], reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.”

e.  Acts 19:23, “There arose a disturbance concerning the Way.”

f.  Acts 22:4, “I [Paul] persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men and women into prisons.”

g.  Acts 24:22, “But Felix, having a more exact knowledge about the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias the commander comes down, I will decide your case.”

h.  1 Cor 12:31, the spiritual life is called “A far better way.”

i.   1 Cor 4:17, “he [Timothy] will remind you of my Christian teachings.”  Literally “of my ways which are in Christ.”

j.  Therefore “the way of truth” is a technical theological phrase for the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.

 is the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb BLASPHEMEW, which means “to defame, revile, slander, criticize.”  It is used for criticism or slander in Tit 2:5;    Rom 14:16.


The future tense is a predictive future which affirms that an action will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the way of truth will receive the action of being criticized, slandered, and maligned.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“because of whom the way of truth will be slandered,”
2 Pet 2:2 corrected translation
“nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered,”
Explanation:
1.  Peter’s main thought so far in this sentence is that “False prophets will bring in opinions of destruction while disowning our Lord, nevertheless many believers will follow their emotionalism.”

a.  The key thought here is that the opinions, which the false prophets introduce into the orthodox doctrines of the word of God, are opinions based on emotionalism.


b.  These opinions based on emotion result in believers disowning the Lord Jesus Christ as the means of salvation.  Instead their salvation is based on how they feel.  This is what Peter means when he says “many will follow their sensuality.”

c.  These false prophets introduce the heresy that how you feel determines whether or not you are saved or spiritual.  Salvation no longer depends on faith in Christ, but whether or not you feel saved, i.e., your sensuality, your feelings, your emotions.


d.  This idea is then extended into the spiritual life, so that being in fellowship with God no longer depends on the filling of the Holy Spirit through the acknowledgment of personal sin to God, but rather it depends upon how you feel about your sins.


e.  All of this is sensuality, emotionalism, and emotional revolt of the soul.

2.  This entire concept of emotionalism as the substitute for salvation through faith alone in Christ alone began with Cain and Abel, Gen 4:3-7, “So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of the ground.  Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions.  And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering; but for Cain and for his offering He did not care.  So Cain became very angry and his face fell.  Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your face fallen [Why are you unhappy]?  “If you do good [believe in Christ], will not your countenance be lifted up [will you not be happy]? And if you do not do well, sin [murder] is crouching at the door; and its craving impulse is to control you, but you must become master over it.”

a.  Cain refused to believe in Christ for eternal salvation.  He wanted God to accept him because he was a “good” person.


b.  Cain wanted God to give him eternal life because he had not done anything wrong, because he “loved” God in his own way, and because he was a morally good person.  He wanted God to accept what he had done for the Lord, instead of depending upon what the Lord Jesus Christ would do for him.


c.  When Cain found out that the Lord would not accept good behavior as the basis for salvation, Cain was both angry and very unhappy, which motivated him to blame his brother Abel and kill him.

3.  The case of Esau.


a.  Heb 12:15-17, “See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal.  For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing [he had to be a believer to be in the line of Abraham and Isaac], he was rejected, for he found no place for a change of mind [about faith in Christ], though he sought for it [salvation] with tears.”

b.  No one is ever saved by begging for salvation.  Emotion does not save anyone; even when we cry for it and beg God for it.


c.  Nothing will save you from eternal condemnation and eternal separation from God except faith alone in Christ alone.

4.  Just as we are not saved by our emotions, so we do not live the spiritual life by our emotions.  But to understand this we must understand the principle of the grace of God in providing everything regarding our eternal salvation.  God does all the work and we receive all the benefit.  We have to realize that our faith in without merit in the eyes of God.  God the Holy Spirit takes our spiritual dead faith and gives it merit.  God makes our worthless faith have merit.  This is the doctrine of efficacious grace.  We don’t have any merit to recommend ourselves to God.  God credits our spiritually dead faith as worthy of Him imputing His very own righteousness to us.  And once we have His righteousness, He can then give us eternal life as a part of our eternal salvation.  Because we had one correct thought—faith in Christ—God the Holy Spirit is able to regenerate our human spirit and impute eternal life to it.  Emotion has nothing to do with this process.  Our emotion is meaningless in our salvation and in our spiritual life.
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