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is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective HUPEROGKOS, which means, “of excessive size, puffed up, swollen, also haughty, or bombastic of words.”  Bombastic means being pompous with an extreme state of arrogance.

 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun MATAIOTĒS, which means “emptiness, futility, purposelessness, transitoriness” as in: “the creation was subjected to frustration,” Rom 8:20.  It is used of the heathen – who walk in the emptiness of their minds, Eph 4:17.  Here it means “emptiness” and refers to the blackout of the soul of the unbeliever false teacher.

is the nominative masculine plural present middle/passive deponent participle from the verb PHTHEGGOMAI, which literally means “to ‘produce a sound’, then it came to mean “to call out loudly, generally it means to speak, utter, or proclaim something.”

The present tense is a descriptive present to describe how they normally preach—they tend to shout emotionally.


The deponent middle is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the false teachers producing the action.


The participle is temporal and coterminous with the action of the main verb.  It is translated, “while loudly proclaiming.”
“For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness,”
- is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb DELEAZW, which means “to lure, entice, or to bait (fish).”  This is a technical fishing term; the same word was used in verse 14.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and is just as true today as it was in Peter’s day.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine plural noun EPITHUMIA, which means “with the lusts, desires.”
is the genitive of production from the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “of the flesh” in the sense of “produced by the flesh” and is a reference to the old sin nature
 is the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun ASELGEIA, which means “in the sphere of sensuality.”  Peter also used this word in 1 Pet 4:3; 2 Pet 2:2, 7.  In 1 Pet 4:3 we saw that it means “licentiousness, debauchery, sensuality.”  Licentiousness means “wanton, unrestrained, disregarded the accepted rules and standards; indulging freedom to excess; unrestrained by law; morally unrestrained; unbridled.”  This refers to a believer who does what he or she wants without self-restraint or self-control on the old sin nature.  This is the attitude – if it feels good and you like it, then go ahead and do it.  Do whatever you want because you want to.

In 2 Pet 2:2 we saw it used two ways:


a.  It is used for the emotions controlling the soul.



(1)  give oneself over to sensuality, Eph 4:19, “Who because they have become calloused, they have given themselves over to sensuality, resulting in the practice of every kind of immorality with insatiable lust.”


(2)  live in sensuality, 1 Pet 4:3, “For the time having passed by is sufficient to do the desires of the Gentiles, living in sensuality, cravings, drunkenness, wild parties, drinking parties and wanton idolatries.”


(3)   Jude 1:4, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”


(4)  Mk 7:21-22, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.”


(5)   indecent conduct 2 Pet 2:7, “and if He rescued righteous Lot, worn down by the conduct of the morally corrupt because of sensuality.”  This is really meaning number one above connected with the sexual conduct, which results from the emotions controlling the soul.


b.  This word is also used of sexual excesses:



(1)  With  Rom 13:13, “Let us walk honorably as in the day-time, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in fornicating and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousy.”


(2)  With and  2 Cor 12:21, “I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have practiced.”


(3)  Gal 5:19, in a long catalogue of vices, “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality.”

c.  The meaning of this word is basically “sensuality.”  It is used to describe the emotions controlling the soul of a person.  There are two results of this process.  Either the trend of the person’s old sin nature is toward morality, which results in Christian emotional degeneracy such as Pentecostalism, or the trend of the sin nature is toward immorality resulting in Christian immoral degeneracy or licentiousness.


d.  Therefore, the word sensuality is the best translation because it can be used to describe either trend of the sin nature.


e.  In this context Peter emphasizes again and again the heresy of the false teachers that the emotional control of the soul is the Christian way of life.  This heresy continues to be perpetuated throughout the Church Age, while learning the word of God as the Christian way of life is increasingly rejected, maligned, criticized, and ridiculed.

“they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb APOPHEUGW, which means “to escape, to escape from.”  With this we have the adverb OLIGWS, which means “scarcely, barely.”

The present tense is an aorist present which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present time.  It presents the action as a simple event without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates those who believe in Christ but never learn any Bible doctrine or reject the doctrine they have learned produce the action.

The participle is circumstantial.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present passive participle of the verb ANASTREPHW, which means “figuratively, of human conduct act, behave, conduct oneself, or live in the sense of the practice of certain principles.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “the ones who.”

The present tense is durative present for an action which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The passive voice indicates that these unbelievers receive the action of how they live their lives.


The participle is circumstantial.

is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun PLANĒ, which means literally means “wandering, roaming, in our literature, but is used only figuratively of wandering from the path of truth, error, delusion, deceit, deception to which one is subject.”   This preposition phrase occurs between the previous article and participle, which indicates that it modifies that participle.

“those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception,”
2 Pet 2:18 corrected translation
“For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception,”
Explanation:
1.  Another characteristic of false teachers is their loud shouting and yelling of arrogant proclamations.


a.  When people want us to believe their lies and they think we might not, they shout, so that we miss the conscious content of the lie and focus on the loudness of what is being said.


b.  In this way, error can be mixed with truth and introduced into our soul without us suspecting it.


c.  God’s truth is absolute, and therefore, it stands on its own without the need for any human activity added to it to make it have impact.


d.  God’s word doesn’t need human emotion, human shouting, or any other human effort to make it heard and understood.  God’s word needs to be taught accurately, thoroughly, repeatedly, and with humility.  It does not have to be shouted at us to be heard.


e.  False teaching is characterized by arrogance.  Arrogance in false teaching includes the following errors:



(1)  That salvation depends upon us in some way.



(2)  That the spiritual life depends upon us in some way.



(3)  That God’s plan needs us in some way.



(4)  That God’s grace is not enough, because we are responsible for doing certain things to aid, help, assist, or further the grace of God.



(5)  That the word of God in our soul is wonderful, but certain human deeds must be produced because of it or else we are not living the Christian way of life.


f.  False teaching is emptiness.  It does not have the meat of the word of God.



(1)  False teachers do not relate the Bible to its historical background and setting.



(2)  False teachers do not teach line upon line, exegeting and explaining every word, so that they prove that what they are teaching is actually based on what the Bible says in the original languages.



(3)  False teachers do not relate one part of Scripture with other relevant parts of Scripture to form doctrinal categories.



(4)  False teachers do not compare one Scripture with other Scriptures to ensure that what they are teaching is not inconsistent with what they have taught before.



(5)  False teachers twist the Scripture to make it say what they want it to say, so that they can teach what they believe and not necessarily what the Scripture says.  James W. Sire in his book Scripture Twisting: 20 Ways the Cults Misread the Bible, includes the following methods of false teachers:




(a)  Inaccurate Quotation—saying a quotation from the Bible refers to one thing (e.g., the gospel) when in fact it refers to something else (the law).




(b)  Twisted Translation—adding to or subtracting from a correct translation.




(c)  The Biblical Hook—using a Bible quote to hook people into listening, but then continuing to talk about your personal belief system, which has nothing to do with the passage you quoted.




(d)  Ignoring the immediate context.




(e)  Collapsing contexts—when two or more unrelated texts are treated as if they belonged together, a corruption of comparing Scripture with Scripture.  This is putting together texts which don’t belong together.




(f)  Overspecification—this is going beyond what the text says to draw more detailed or specific conclusions than are legitimate.  We read into the Bible a meaning that is either not possible or is far more specific than the text actually confirms.




(g)  Word play—this is the urge to develop the meaning of the Greek or Hebrew word based on a play on words from the English translation.




(h)  The figurative fallacy—this is thinking that because a word (e.g. water) is used figuratively once in the Scripture that it is always used figuratively or vice versa.  This includes mistaking the literal for the figurative and the figurative for the literal.




(i)  Speculative readings of predictive prophecy—this includes looking for a further fulfillment of a prophecy the Bible already has stated to have been fulfilled.




(j)  Saying but not citing—cult leaders proclaim the Bible says something, but they do not cite the Scripture.  False teachers pretend the evidence exists, when in fact it does not.




(k)  Selective Citing—citing only those texts which seem to prove your point and ignoring those which contradict your point completely.  This includes citing only a portion of a given text or taking that text out of context.




(l)  Inadequate Evidence—Where the Bible does not give enough evidence to draw solid conclusions in some area, false teachers speculate the answer or further evidence to make the Bible say what they want it to say.  They make the passage of Scripture say more than what it actually says.




(m)  Confused Definition—basing your doctrinal conclusions on a wrong meaning of a word, such as, “Thou shall not kill” which should actually be correctly translated, “Thou shall not murder.”  Another case of this is confusing or altering the accepted meaning or definition of a biblical term, like Trinity.  This also includes the testimony of Scripture being distorted to agree with a preconceived viewpoint.




(n)  Ignoring alternative explanations—this includes ignoring evidence that does not agree with our preconceived ideas.  This includes adopting a wild explanation or interpretation of a passage, when an ordinary, plain, straightforward explanation of what the passage says will do.  Does the meaning flow with the rest of the context?




(o)  The Obvious Fallacy—this is where the false teacher wants us to think his explanation of the passage is so obvious that no other explanation could possibly be correct.  Therefore the case is closed and his interpretation is correct.  Key words and phrases that point to this twisting are: ‘obviously, clearly, certainly, undoubtedly, no one can reasonably doubt, all reasonable people hold that, any intelligent person can see,’ etc.




(p)  Virtue by Association—this is the argument that if you can associate your view with Jesus, the Bible, the apostles, the patriarchs, any of the good guys of the Judeo-Christian tradition, then your argument is credible and correct.  For example, the Mormons associating the Book of Mormon with the Scriptures.



(q)  Esoteric Interpretation—this is the secret, hidden, inner meaning of the text of Scripture that only the “spiritual” can understand.




(r)  Supplementing Biblical Authority—this is adding to the Bible with new revelation or saying that such and such a person is a new biblical authority.




(s)  Rejecting Biblical Authority—this is the error of naturalistic presupposition, e.g., that man evolved rather than was created.




(t)  World-View Confusion—this occurs when a reader of Scripture fails to interpret the Bible within the intellectual and cultural framework of the Bible itself but uses instead a foreign frame of reference.  This is taking scriptural statements, stories, commands, or symbols, which have a particular meaning or set of related meanings with the biblical frame of reference, and lifting them out and placing them in another frame of reference.  The result is that the original, intended meaning is lost or distorted, and a new and quite different meaning is substituted.  You must always consider the text in terms of its original historical and literary context.

2.  The second characteristic mentioned by Peter here is the false teacher’s love of the Phallic cult—their love of sex and willingness to do whatever they want to satisfy that desire.


a.  The phallic cult is part of licentious reversionism and is referred to in 2 Cor 12:21; Eph 4:19, 5:5, Rev 2:14, 20-23.


b.  Phallic reversionism is related to demonism.  Licentiousness is related to demonism through idolatry.  Therefore, it was forbidden by God to Israel in Ex 20:3, 23, 23:24; Dt 4:28, 5:7, 6:14, 7:16, 8:19.  No nation survives the spread of the phallic cult.


c.  Israel was a client nation from the Exodus until AD 70.  Ex 19:5-6, “Then you will be My own special treasure among all the peoples…and you shall be a kingdom of priests, a holy nation.”  This explains the universal priesthood of the believer in the Church Age, since the function of the Gentile client nation depends on the number of royal priests in that nation who attain maturity.


d.  The Phallic cult is closely related to idolatry.



(1)  Idolatry is the subject of the first two commandments in the Decalogue.  Idolatry is the enemy of freedom.  The first commandment prohibits mental idolatry, Dt 5:6-7; the second prohibits overt idolatry, Dt 5:8-10.



(2)  Therefore, idolatry begins in the mind before there is overt idolatry, Jud 2:10-13; Ezek 14:7.



(3)  Scar tissue of the soul and cosmic involvement precedes the modus operandi of idolatry, Rom 1:18-25.



(4)  Idolatry is often called spiritual adultery because it is unfaithfulness to the Lord, Jer 3:8-10; Ezek 16:23-46, 23:24-30; Rev 17:1-5.



(5)  Idolatry is also the basis for contacting demons, and coming under demon influence or demon possession, Zech 10:2.  The believer can only be under demon influence through false doctrine; he cannot be demon possessed.



(6)  Idolatry is called the devil’s communion table in 1 Cor 10:19-21.


(7)  Idolatry motivates the entire realm of sexual sins.  Therefore, idolatry is related to the phallic cult, Ezek 22:3-18, 23:37-39.


e.  The phallic cult includes the following factors.



(1)  Immorality of all kinds, Lev 18:3-25, e.g., fornication, cultic prostitution, homosexuality, etc.



(2)  Demonism, Lev 20:6.



(3)  Idolatry related to the phallic cult always includes human sacrifice, Lev 20:1-5.  All cults link the phallic function with demons through idolatry.  Ecstatics were always used in the ancient world, and the phallic cult reached its climax with human sacrifice.  Parents would get so worked up they would throw their children into fire and have sex to the sound of their screams.



(4)  The rejection of establishment authority under ecstatics.  No freedom, private property, life, i.e., the Jones cult.



(5)  Spiritual, social, and cultural degeneracy, Lev 20:10-23.


f.  Idolatry is the origin of abnormal sexual sins, Dt 12:29-31.


g. Idolatry and the phallic cult were responsible for the downtrend of client nation Israel, Isa 2:8, 18-20, 21:9, 36:18-20, 37:12-19; Jer 3:6-11, 2:27-30, 7:17-20, 17:1-4; Ezek 6:4-6.

3.  The third characteristic mentioned by Peter in this passage is the false teacher’s life of deception.


a.  The life of deception begins with deception of self as one of the arrogance skills (the others being self-gratification, self-justification and self-absorption).


b.  The life of deception continues with lying to self.  We must lie to ourselves to deceive ourselves.

c.  Once we begin to lie to ourselves, then we begin to lie to others.


d.  Lying to others is a major part of deceiving others.


e.  Therefore the false teacher lies to self and lies to others, deceives self and deceives others.


f.  This is all caused by the blackout of the soul—MATAIOTĒS.

Blackout of the Soul
A.  Definition and Description.

1.  Blackout of the soul is the inevitable result of emotional revolt of the soul and locked in negative volition to Bible doctrine.



a.  The blackout of the soul begins with the creation of a vacuum in the stream of consciousness of the heart.  This vacuum creates a system of suction that attracts into the seven compartments of the soul the emotional complex of sins and the arrogance skills.



b.  The blackout of the soul immobilizes previously learned Bible doctrine.



c.  Blackout of the soul is the status of the believer with negative volition to doctrine, which results in his involvement with Satan’s system of thinking.

2.  Satan’s cosmic system includes two power systems by which the believer comes under the control of Satan:  cosmic one (arrogance) and cosmic two (antagonism), Jn 12:31, 16:11; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:2.


3.  Blackout of the soul finds the believer entering negative volition as arrogance or negative volition as antagonism, or these can be entered at the same time.  By so doing, he cuts himself off from truth and eventually forgets any truth he has learned in the past.  Rejection of the content of doctrine is usually the secondary reason for negative volition; the primary reason is preoccupation with self or others.


4.  In cosmic one, the believer rejects doctrine because he is preoccupied with self, while in cosmic two he rejects doctrine because of his preoccupation with and predilection for erroneous human thinking which conflicts with doctrine.


5.  Satan’s kingdom is one of darkness, Eph 5:11, 6:12; Col 1:13.


6.  Since the cosmic system is called a domain of darkness and those believers who reside and function in cosmic two are said to “walk in darkness,” this is the basis for the term “blackout of the soul,” 1 Jn 2:11, 1:6; Jn 12:35, “Walk while you have the light that darkness may not overtake you.  He who walks in darkness does not know where he is going.”


a.  Every believer has equal opportunity to learn Bible doctrine, represented here by the light.



b.  The blackout of the soul is residence and function inside the cosmic systems of Satan.  It occurs in both believers and unbelievers, 1 Jn 2.



c.  Negative volition to truth in three categories results in man entering negative volition of either cosmic one or negative volition of cosmic two, and eventually getting into blackout of the soul.



d.  When an unbeliever rejects Jesus Christ as Savior, he enters into the cosmic system, and under certain circumstances he will get into blackout of the soul.  Prolonged blackout of the soul leads to scar tissue of the soul.


7.  In blackout of the soul, the stream of consciousness is described four ways.



a.  “Darkened in their way of thinking,” Eph 4:18.



b.  “Walking in darkness,” 1 Jn 2:11.



c.  “The darkness has blinded his eyes,” 1 Jn 2:11.



d.  “He who walks in darkness does not know where he is going,” Jn 12:35.


8.  Blackout of the soul demands that if we are to recover the ministry of God the Holy Spirit, it is necessary for us to understand the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:6-9, “But if we say that we have fellowship with God [self-justification] and keep walking in darkness [blackout of the soul], we lie [self-deception] and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say that we have no sin [self-deception and self-absorption], we are deceiving ourselves [self-deception], and the truth is not in us.  If we acknowledge our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to purify us from all wrongdoing.”
B.  The Mechanics of Blackout of the Soul, Eph 4:17; 1 Tim 4:1.

1.  Eph 4:17, “Therefore, I communicate this and because of the Lord I insist that you no longer walk as Gentiles [unbelievers] walk in the vacuum of their mind.”


a.  When we reject truth, a vacuum pump opens in our mind and sucks in what is false.  The pressure on the outside is greater and the vacuum on the inside sucks up every false idea, every false doctrine, everything that is distracting to us.



b.  Once we reject Bible doctrine, we lose our common sense, our instincts for survival, and whatever integrity we possessed as an unbeliever.



c.  The Greek word MATAIOTĒS means nothingness, worthlessness, futility, emptiness, and therefore refers to vacuum.



d.  The vacuum opens with the rejection of the laws of divine establishment, or with the rejection of doctrine for the believer.  When we reject doctrine, the vacuum in our left lobe opens and sucks in any false doctrine.


2.  1 Tim 4:1, “But that same Holy Spirit explicitly reports that in latter periods of time [Church Age], some believers will become apostate from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and concentrating on doctrines from demons.”

3.  The mechanics of blackout of the soul include grieving the Holy Spirit and/or quenching the Holy Spirit.
C.  The blackout of the soul is related to Christian degeneracy or Reversionism.

1.  Reversionism has eight stages, with blackout of the soul being stage six.


2.  The eight stages of reversionism are described as follows.



a.  It all beings with reaction to something in life, which produces distractions.




(1)  Distractions from Bible doctrine result from:





(a)  Pressures in thinking, such as mental attitude sins, self-righteous arrogance, psychopathic arrogance, political arrogance, emotional arrogance, discouragement, pseudo-intellectual arrogance.





(b)  Problems with people:  mental attitude arrogance, sexual arrogance, pseudo-love arrogance.




(2)  Distractions of cosmic two include the following.





(a)  In the area of thinking, one enters into anti-establishment arrogance and wordly panaceas.





(b)  In the area of people.



b.  A frantic search for happiness will follow either a trend toward lasciviousness or asceticism.  Asceticism is manifest in morality arrogance and the arrogance of Christian service.  Lasciviousness is blackout of the soul as manifest in the arrogance of lust.



c.  Operation boomerang follows.  The frantic search for happiness, in following the trends of the old sin nature, only intensify unhappiness resulting in frustration.  The more we seek happiness for happiness’ sake, the more we are involved in the cosmic system.  We only intensify our problem in operation boomerang.  Our frustration is based on lack of capacity for life, love, or happiness inside the cosmic system.  This only intensifies the frantic search for happiness.  The arrogance of suicide is the ultimate in frustration.


d.  In the emotional revolt of the soul, emotions take control of the mentality of the soul and blot out reason and the ability to face reality.  The person cannot define his problem and so cannot resolve it.  This results in cultural disaster, establishment disaster, and religious disaster.  Emotion has no capacity for thought, no relationship with reality, and no discernment.  Without the mentality of the soul, emotion is blind, unreasonable, immoral, arrogant, unrestrained, and contributes to misery.



e.  Negative volition to doctrine naturally follows.  By now, we are apathetic or hostile to doctrine or its communicator.  The result is often personality conflict with the pastor or with those who are positive.

  


(1)  Apathy always becomes antagonism by entering into iconoclastic arrogance toward the communicator.




(2)  Sometimes the problem is preoccupation with prosperity, where believers spin out into cosmic one or cosmic two and lose their priorities.




(3)  Once we get to blackout of the soul we are an evangelist for unhappiness.  We try to make others as unhappy as we are.  We are only satisfied when we know we’ve made others unhappy.  In fact, our life is devoted to making others unhappy.




(4)  Our priorities are never completely destroyed until we get to blackout of the soul.  At that point, we have no true sense of freedom, for we call ourselves a free spirit, i.e., we recognize only our freedom to the exclusion of the freedom of everyone else.



f.  Blackout of the soul is the stage of interlocking the various ways into Satan’s cosmic systems.




(1)  It is the stage of demon influence in which satanic propaganda is sucked into the vacuum created by negative volition.




(2)  By comparing Eph 4:17 with 1 Tim 4:1, we find that the believer, concentrating on the doctrine of demons, will reject any form of truth instinctively and emotionally react to it.  Demon influence is anti-truth in thought.



g.  Scar tissue of the soul is the interlock between the various functions in Satan’s cosmic systems.  Blackout of the soul affects primarily the left side of the soul, where academic understanding takes place, whereas scar tissue of the soul affects the right side of the soul, where doctrinal application takes place.


h.  In reverse process reversionism, priorities, mandates, and true objects of love are rejected inside the cosmic system.  The function of reversionism is the inevitable result of blackout of the soul and scar tissue of the soul.




(1)  Pseudo-intellectual arrogance crosses over to anthropocentric academic speculation, to form one system of blackout of the soul.




(2)  Another type of reversionism is seen in pseudo-love arrogance, interlocking with negative volition, which produces degeneracy.

D.  Blackout of the soul is related to scar tissue of the soul.

1.  Blackout of the soul affects the left side of the soul; scar tissue of the soul affects the right side.  They combine to form reverse process reversionism.


2.  This combination means we have destroyed our scale of values and have created a scale of values which intensifies our unhappiness, so that we go from being an evangelist of unhappiness to being an apostle of unhappiness.


3.  Blackout of the soul is the first stage in loving the cosmic system, 1 Jn 2:15.


4.  The relationship between blackout of the soul and scar tissue of the soul is found in Eph 4:17-18. In unbeliever reversionism it is found in Jn 12:37-40.  Reversionism and involvement in the cosmic system means unbelievers cannot respond to evangelism.

E.  The Believer and the Blackout of the Soul.

1.  The whole process begins with loss of momentum in the spiritual life.  It begins with no longer having the self-motivation to take in doctrine.


2.  A pressure test, such as disaster (which calls for the faith-rest drill), will wipe us out; or, a people test will wipe us out.


3.  1 Jn 2:9,11, “When anyone contends he is in the light and he hates his fellow believer, he is in darkness until now.  But when anyone hates his fellow believer, he is in darkness and he walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”

4.  2 Pet 1:9, “For he who lacks these virtues [being able to switch to virtue-love] is nearsighted and blind [blackout of the soul], and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from past sins.”
F.  The Unbeliever Blackout of the Soul.

1.  Jesus called the Pharisees involved in cosmic degeneracy “blind guides,” and those who followed them “blind men.”  Mt 23:16-19; Lk 6:39 speaks of “the blind leading the blind.”

2.  Paul taught about the unbeliever’s blackout of the soul.



a.  2 Cor 4:3-4, “in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving.”


b.  2 Cor 3:14-16, “But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their right lobe.”


c.  Rom 11:7-8, “God has given them a spirit of stupor, `Eyes to see not, ears to hear not,’ down to this very day.”
G.  We have a conflict of spheres of God’s power and Satan’s power.

1.  This occurs only in the Church Age.  It is taught in Mt 6:22-24.



a.  “The eye is the lamp of the body...”  Being “full of light” refers to momentum.



b.  “If the light is darkness” refers to Gnosticism.



c.  “No one can serve two masters; either he will hate the one and love the other.”  “Mammon” was a Greek god, the demon of cupidity and inordinate desire.  Having wrong priorities is “serving mammon.”

2.  In Lk 6:39-45, blackout of the soul is seen as being constantly critical of others.  All believers in blackout of the soul are hypocrites.

H.  The solution to the blackout of the soul is found in Eph 3:16-19.
“To be strengthened with power” is residence and function inside the spiritual life.
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