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 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural near demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “These ones” and refers to the false teachers.

 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “are.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition or state which perpetually exists.  These false teachers make thousands of decisions to become psychopathic in their arrogance and they remain that way for the rest of their lives.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of being locked into psychopathic arrogance.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun PĒGĒ, which means “springs of water or fountains” and the adjective ANUDROS, which means “waterless, dry.”  They are “waterless springs” “dry or waterless fountains.”
“These are waterless fountains”
is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun HOMICHLĒ, which means “mists, fogs.”  These mists or fogs are much thinner, much lighter, have much less moisture than a NEPHOS, which is a thick cloud heavy with rain.

 is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun LAILAPS, which means “a hurricane.”  This word is also used in Mk 4:37; Lk 8:23.  It is used for violent storms at sea.

 is the nominative feminine plural present passive participle from the verb ELAUNW, which means “to drive, push: being driven.”  It is used of the wind, which drives or pushes clouds.


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what these false teachers are like.


The passive voice indicates that these false teachers receive the action of being driven frantically from one place to another by external forces acting upon them.  In other words, they have no control over themselves.


The participle is ascriptive being used as an adjective to describe the kind of mists or fogs to which these false teachers are analogous.

“and mists being driven by a hurricane”
 is the dative of disadvantage from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “for whom” and referring to the false teachers.

is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ZOPHOS, meaning “darkness, gloom.”  This word is also used in Heb 12:18, “For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind”
 is the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun SKOTOS, meaning “of darkness.”  This is a reference to the eternal lake of fire.

 is the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb TEREW, which means “to keep, hold, guard, reserve, preserve.”

The perfect tense is consummative perfect which looks at the entire process of God creating the perfect divine punishment of all those unbelievers who communicate false doctrine, but regards that process from the viewpoint of its completion with results that go on forever.


The passive voice indicate that these false teachers receive the action of having their perfect eternal punishment designed and kept ready for them by the Lord Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”
2 Pet 2:17 corrected translation
“These are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter adds three more points about the false teachers in this verse.


a.  They are waterless fountains.  This means that they are not teaching the word of God and what they are teaching is so watered down it has no substance.


b.  They are mists being driven by a hurricane.  Peter compares them to moisture in the air without substance, being pushed around by every wind of false doctrine.


c.  A very special eternal punishment is described for them—they will be isolated in total darkness for all eternity.

2.  They are waterless fountains.


a.  Water in the Bible is frequently used as an analogy to Bible doctrine, the teaching of the word of God.



(1)  In Jn 4:14, water is analogous to the gospel, “but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”


(2)  Jude 1:12 is a parallel passage, “These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted;”


(3)  Ps 23:2, “He leads me to waters of refreshment.”


(4)  Eph 5:26, “that, having purified her [salvation ministry on the cross], He might cause her to be sanctified [experientially] by means of the washing of water with the word [post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation],”

b.  Paul alludes to these false teachers as those who water down the word of God in 2 Cor 4:2, “But we have renounced the things hidden because of shame [false norms and standards], not walking in craftiness or watering down the word of God, but by the unveiling of doctrine, commending ourselves to every person’s conscience in the sight of God.”

c.  False teachers do not teach the word of God.  They teach only what suits them, those things in which they are interested, or what they think their congregation wants to hear.  Paul gives some examples in 1 Timothy.



(1)  1 Tim 1:3-7, “Since I ordered you to remain behind at Ephesus while I went to Macedonia, in order that you might exercise command over certain ones not to teach heretical doctrine, nor become occupied with myths and endless genealogies, which category of things [false doctrines] are the cause of useless speculation rather than the dispensation of God which comes by means of doctrine.  But the objective of preaching is love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from doctrine without hypocrisy.  From which some pastors having deviated, they themselves have turned to ineffective teaching.  Desiring to be teachers of the Law, since they do not understand either what they are teaching or concerning things about which they speak dogmatically.”


(2)  1 Tim 4:1-7a, “But that same Holy Spirit explicitly communicates that in later periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some believers will abstain from doctrine paying attention to deceitful spirits and concentrating on doctrines from demons, by means of hypocrisy from the source of human liars, who because their own conscience has been branded with a branding iron of evil, they forbid marriage and command abstinence from certain foods which the God has created for receiving with thanksgiving by faithful believers even those who have full knowledge of the doctrine with the result that they have maximum doctrine resident in the soul.  Because everything created by God is good for food, and nothing is to be rejected as unclean, if the food is received with thanksgiving; for it is set apart for nourishment through the word from God and prayer.  By teaching these things to the brethren, you will be an honorable minister of Christ Jesus, constantly being nourished in the principles from doctrine even from advantageous doctrine on which you have concentrated with the result that you possess it.  But keep rejecting profane or reversionistic myths and tales fit for old women.”


(3)  1 Tim 6:3-5, “If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not concur with sound doctrine, namely those doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ, even to that doctrine pertaining to the spiritual life, he has received blind arrogance, understanding nothing; but he has morbid obsessions about controversies and verbal conflicts from which originate jealousy, discord, malignings, evil speculations, incessant quarrelings between men who have become corrupt in their mind [distorted by reversionism], and have become devoid of that doctrine; they constantly presume that the spiritual life is prosperity.”


(4)  1 Tim 6:9-10, “But those [believer false teachers who are no different than unbeliever false teachers] who desire or want to be rich fall into temptation and a trap, also into many stupid and harmful desires which drown those men in ruin [reversionism] and wasteful destruction [sin unto death].  For the love of money [monetary reversionism] is a root of all those different kinds of evil, through which love of money, certain ones by intensely desiring it [money] have swerved from doctrine and have impaled themselves on many types of pain.”


(5)  1 Tim 6:20-21, “O Timothy, quarrel and defend your deposit of doctrine resident in your soul, keep avoiding polluted and empty discourses and oppositions from falsely categorized knowledge [Gnosticism], which falsely categorized knowledge certain ones [false teachers] by proclaiming have gone astray concerning the doctrine.”
3.  They are mists being driven about by a hurricane.


a.  This is reference to emotional revolt of the soul.


b.  Their false teaching is based on emotion.



(1)  For example, salvation is based on how you feel rather than on faith alone in Christ alone.



(2)  The spiritual life is based on “loving everyone” rather than our harmonious relationship with God through the consistent use of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 and the standards of doctrine in our soul.

4.  “For whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”  This darkness occurs both in time and in eternity.  Satan’s kingdom is one of darkness, Eph 5:11, 6:12; Col 1:13.


a.  This judgment of these false teachers is also referred to indirectly in 1 Tim 5:24, “The sins of certain pastors [those who are believers] are obvious, leading to divine discipline; on the other hand, with regard to another category of pastors [unbelievers], they [the sins of unbelief in Christ of these false teachers] follow after.”  Their sins become obvious only after death when they are finally judged at the Last Judgment.


b.  Unbeliever false teachers will be in the lake of fire.  Part of that judgment is being in supernatural darkness for all eternity.  They were without the light of the word of God during their lifetime and they will be without any light for all of eternity.


c.  Hos 4:5, “Therefore, you have stumbled in the daylight [cosmic involvement], and even the prophets will stumble with you in night darkness.”

d.  2 Cor 6:14, “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness with lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?”

e.  1 Jn 1:6, “If we say we have fellowship with Him [God the Father] and yet we walk in darkness [cosmic involvement], we lie and we do not practice the doctrine.”

f.  Eph 4:17-18, “Therefore, I communicate this, and because of the Lord, I insist that you no longer walk as Gentiles [unbelievers] walk in the vacuum of their mind.  They are darkened in their way of thinking, and they have been alienated from the life of God because of scar tissue in their right lobes.”

g.  Jn 3:19, “And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light; because their deeds were evil.”

h.  Jn 12:35, “He who walks in darkness does not know where he goes.”

i.  Jn 8:12, “Again therefore Jesus spoke to them saying, `I am the light of the world.  He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.”

j.  Eph 4:18, “As a result of their negative volition, they received worthless ideas in their evil cerebrations, and their ignorant right lobe receives darkness.”

k.  Mt 8:12, “But the sons of the kingdom [Jewish unbelievers] shall be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
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