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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the mild adversative conjunctive particle DE, meaning “but.”  With this we have accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ELEGXIS, which means “conviction, rebuke, reproof.”
is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ECHW, which normally means “to have” but also means “to be” and is used this way in Acts 15:36, 21:13; 2 Cor 12:14; 1 Pet 4:5; 2 Cor 10:6; Mt 4:24, 8:16, 9:12b, 17:15, 16:18, 5:23; Jn 4:52.  Literally this says, “He had a rebuke,” which is idiomatic.  We would say either “he received a rebuke” or “he was rebuked.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist used to describe a simple fact in its entirety without any reference to its duration.


The active voice indicates that Balaam produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the genitive of cause from the feminine singular adjective IDIOS, meaning “one’s own” plus the noun PARANOMIA, meaning “lawlessness, evil-doing.”  Here it means “for his own evil-doing.”
“but he was rebuked for his own evil-doing;”
 is the appositional nominative neuter singular from the noun HUPOZUGION, which means “donkey, ass” and the adjective APHWNOS, which means “non-speaking, mute.”
is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, meaning “voice” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of a man.”  The phrase is translated “with the voice of a man.”
is the nominative neuter singular aorist deponent middle participle from the verb PHTHEGGOMAI, which means “to utter, speak, or proclaim.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the speaking of Balaam’s ass into a single whole.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the ass producing the action of speaking.


The participle is instrumental, indicating the means by which the animal spoke in order to restrain the insanity of Balaam.

“the mute ass, by speaking with the voice of a man,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KWLUW, which means “to hinder, prevent, restrain, forbid.”  Here it means, “to restrain.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the result of the action of the dumb ass speaking to Balaam (the other dumb ass).


The active voice indicates that the dumb ass produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of the ass restraining the madness of the prophet Balaam.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PARAPHRONIA, which means “(hapax legomenon) madness, insanity.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, which means “of the prophet.”
“restrained the insanity of the prophet.”
2 Pet 2:16 corrected translation
“but he was rebuked for his own evil-doing; the mute ass, by speaking with the voice of a man, restrained the insanity of the prophet.”
Explanation:
1.  Only twice in the history of the world as far as we know has God permitted animals to speak. 
The first time was Satan’s indwelling of the serpent in the Garden of Eden to deceive the woman, and when Balaam’s she-ass warned him of impending death.

2.  The passage is found in Num 22:28-33.

Num 22:28, “Then the Lord opened the mouth of the she-ass, and she said to Balaam, ‘What have I done to you, to cause you to beat me these three times?’”
Num 22:29, “Then Balaam replied to the donkey, ‘Because you have made a fool of me! If there had been a sword in my hand, I would have killed you by now.’ “
Num 22:30, “The donkey said to Balaam, ‘Am I not your she-ass on which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have I ever been accustomed to do so to you?’ And he said, ‘No.’”
Num 22:31, “Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the path with his drawn sword in his hand; and he prostrated himself with his face to the ground.”
Num 22:32, “The angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Why have you struck your she-ass these three times? Behold, I have come here to oppose you as an enemy, because your path plunges you headlong into destruction before me.’”
Num 22:33, “ ‘But the she-ass saw me and turned aside from me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, I would surely have killed you just now, and let her live.’”
3.  Notice that the rebuke came from the Lord Jesus Christ, not from Balaam’s ass.


a.  Balaam’s ass did not have the right to judge Balaam and did not do so, even when beaten unjustly by him.


b.  Only the Lord Jesus Christ has the right to judge anyone, especially any believer.


c.  Those to whom we are faithful will sometimes be faithless to us.  What should our reaction be?  What was the reaction of the ass?  Continued faithfulness.


(1)  We don’t solve problems by reacting to others.



(2)  We don’t solve problems with loved ones by reacting to them.



(3)  God expects us to remain faithful even when others around us are faithless to us, even when those we love abuse us.  This is what our Lord Jesus Christ does for us when we are faithless to Him and sin, and He expects no less from us toward others.


d.  Balaam’s evil was two-fold.



(1)  Balaam was evil for beating an animal which was faithful to him.



(2)  Balaam was evil for trying to circumvent the known will of God.

4.  The progression of arrogance.


a.  Arrogance begins in little things and gradually grows bolder.


b.  As arrogance is perpetuated it has to be justified., so the sin nature makes up whatever excuses it needs to justify doing what it wants.


c.  As arrogance is perpetuated under self-justification it begins to realize that it is in direct contradiction to the known will of God.  At this point arrogance turns into evil.  Evil is sustained arrogance in direct opposition to the known will of God.


d.  As arrogance continues to be perpetuated in evil it is converted into blind arrogance.  Negative volition to the known will of God is sustained for so long that the soul starts to lose all doctrinal norms and standards.  This is called blackout of the soul, which eventuates in scar tissue of the soul, also known as hardness of heart in the Scripture.


e.  By definition, evil is anything we do to circumvent the known will of God.  Self-justification must operate in our soul in order for us to circumvent the known will of God.  Anything we do contrary to the will of God is a part of evil.  Evil knows it is doing wrong and does everything it can to continue in its course regardless of the consequences.  Blind arrogance motivates evil.


f.  If blind arrogance continues to be sustained under negative volition to doctrine, blackout of the soul, and scar tissue of the soul, the person gradually loses touch with reality until their emotions completely take control of the soul and they go insane.  This is called Psychopathic Arrogance.

Psychopathic Arrogance
1.  Psychopathic arrogance is a volitional drive toward unreality.

2.  In the normal person, the emotion of the soul is under the control and domination of the intellect, that is, the mentality of the soul.

3.  In the normal person, the emotional life always blends with the intellectual life so as not to disrupt rational thinking.  The emotions are designed to respond to our thinking.  Emotion has no ability to think.  Emotion is simply a responder.  The mind in the normal soul is designed to control the emotions and to make the emotions responsive to certain things in life.  But when emotion takes over the mind, psychopathic arrogance begins.

4.  In the psychopathic person, this normal subordination of emotion to the intellect is not present because of cultivated arrogance and cosmic involvement with its drive toward unreality.

5.  Psychopathy is used specifically for certain mental disorders characterized by emotional instability, perversity of conduct, undue conceit, suspiciousness, lack of self-control, lack of social feeling, lack of truthfulness, lack of common sense, and lack of persistence.  The psychopathic personality likes to surround himself with others who also lack common sense and who are also moving toward unreality.


a.  Arrogance under pressure produces psychopathic behavior.

b.  Psychopathic believers are characterized by vanity, pride, jealousy, hatred, vindictiveness, implacability, a guilt complex, fear, anxiety, abnormal behavior, and are constantly seeking revenge.


c.  A society of arrogant people naturally breeds psychopathic personalities.  As a result, abnormal psychopathic persons find the environment in which they live so filled with categories of arrogance that their drive toward unreality seems perfectly normal to them.

d.  Often people who are psychopathic are actually driven there by arrogant people, especially by self-righteous arrogance.  The arrogance of legalism is one of the greatest contributing factors to this problem, especially among believers.

6.  Psychopathic personalities are abnormal, extremely sensitive, or susceptible to religious emotion.  The environment for all these abnormal believers has been provided by believers who are ignorant of doctrine, distort doctrine, or are totally mixed-up.

7.  Typical characteristics of the psychopathic believer include instability, i.e., oscillation from self-righteousness in prosperity to self-pity in adversity.  This derangement is provided by churches, born-again believers, and well-meaning Christian parents with locked-in legalism, who are so involved in their own arrogance that they have actually established an environment for their children to move step by step in the drive toward unreality into a psychotic condition.

8.  The psychopathic believer is the product of his own arrogance and multifarious bad decisions from a position of weakness, i.e., being out of fellowship with God.  The environment for his bad decisions is provided by certain segments of so-called Christianity, the holy rollers, the Pentecostals, and the legalistic fundamentalists.  These groups have provided a tremendous environment of unreality, which is an incubator for these bad decisions.


a.  Once locked-in arrogance occurs, the believer enters into a state of mental disorders, sometimes gradually, sometimes rapidly.

b.  In a psychotic state, the believer can no longer recover from sinfulness and the perception of Bible doctrine; he first requires psychiatric treatment.  Whereas normally, perception of Bible doctrine causes recovery from many things and puts us back on the right track, it cannot cause one to recover from a psychotic condition.  Until such a person has psychiatric treatment, there can be no recovery.


c.  Without the use of medicine, it is impossible for such a believer to learn doctrine, regardless of how much and how often he listens.  There can be no recovery.


d.  It is the tendency of those who have provided the environment of unreality through legalism to try to resolve these problems through prayer.  We will never resolve this problem through prayer.  Prayer cannot reverse the process by which a believer has become psychotic.  Even if God did perform a healing miracle, the mentally disturbed Christian would go right back into the arrogance process.  Therefore, a thousand bad decisions cannot be reversed by fervent, daily prayer.  That is not the purpose of prayer; it was never intended to reverse the law of volitional responsibility.  Nor can we, through our prayers, coerce the volition of someone else and make them well.  Yet this is the typical prayer of the legalistic believer who understands nothing.


e. The problem is that spiritual growth requires normal concentration under the filling of the Holy Spirit.  That is impossible where a person has divorced himself from reality through a consistent arrogant thought pattern.


f.  When a believer lives out of fellowship for a prolonged time, controlled by arrogance, it is unreasonable to expect God to instantly reverse a situation created from hundreds and thousands of bad decisions.


g.  We cannot resolve problems while we are reacting against someone else.  After reacting against someone for years, it is inevitable that our drive toward unreality will take us into a psychotic or neurotic condition.  The tragedy is that it is often too late to pick ourselves up, because the reaction has become deep-seated and ingrained.  All our decisions made in one state of unreality are reactions against another state of unreality.  As a result, Bible doctrine has never worked.  Such people only listen to Bible doctrine as a ritual rather than as a momentum.


h.  Doctrine cannot solve our problem when we are in unreality; therefore, the importance of the filling of the Spirit, learning doctrine and beginning to use basic problem-solving devices.  It is the use of the problem-solving devices that causes the break with unreality.


i.  There can be no break from unreality apart from enforced and genuine humility, which gives the objectivity and teachability for the function of the reception, retention, and recall of doctrine.

9.  Psychiatry has developed a whole system of giving people self-justification for their sociopathic and psychopathic behavior.  But there is no self-justification.  Psychopathic behavior is a matter of our own decisions.
10.  It all begins with self-pity under pressure followed by the wide emotional swing to self-righteousness in prosperity.  The typical fundamentalist swings between the two, until there is an intensification that causes a psychosis or neurosis.

11.  As arrogance increases, it covers every facet of our life, until there is total divorcement from reality.  So in the final degree of demonization, we have a psychopathic or sociopathic personality.

12.  This has happened to many believers and is well documented in Scripture:


a.  The Jews of the Exodus generation, Dt 28.


b.  Saul, the first king of the Jews, 1 Sam 18:10, 19:9, 20:33.


c.  Nebuchanezzer, the king of Babylon, Dan 4:31ff.

13.  The solution is found in Rom 12:3, “For I say though the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you: stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational with illusion as God has assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine.”
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