2 Pet 2:13


2 Pet 2:13

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the nominative neuter plural present middle/passive participle from the verb ADIKEW, which means in the transitive use in the passive “to be injured, to be wronged, to be treated unjustly, to cheat oneself out of something; to be harmed, to be damaged, to suffer loss of something.”

The present tense is aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple fact without any reference to its progress.


The middle voice is reflexive indicating that these false teachers do this to themselves—suffering the loss of eternal salvation, cheating themselves out of their own eternal rewards because of their own unrighteousness.


The participle is an independent participle, which can be used as main verb, when no main verb in the indicative mood exists in the structure of the sentence.
is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun MISTHOS, which means “pay, wage;” figuratively it means “gain, reward.”  It is also used in an unfavorable sense with the idea of one’s reward being equal to their ‘punishment’, Rev 22:12.  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this reward, which refers to the greatest of all rewards—our eternal salvation.

 is the ablative of cause from the feminine singular noun ADIKIA, which means “for or because of unrighteousness, wickedness, or injustice.”  The phrase MISTHOS ADIKIAS is also found in verse 15 in reference to the monetary reward paid to Balaam for cursing the Jews.

“They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.”
is part of a double accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HEDONĒ, which means “pleasure, enjoyment, or pleasantness.”
 is the nominative masculine plural present middle/passive deponent participle from the verb HĒGEOMAI, which means “With the double accusative, it means “to look upon, consider; regard someone or something (as) someone or something.”

The present tense is an aoristic present again, presenting the action as a simple fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—the false teachers producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the double accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun TRUPHĒ, which means “indulgence, reveling.”  Here it is used in the sense of having a party during the daytime.  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, which means “in the daytime, i.e., in broad daylight.”
“They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.”

is the predicate nominative masculine plural from the nouns SPILOS and MWMOS, connected by the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”

The word SPILOS literally means “a spot” but is used figuratively for a “stain” or “blemish.”

The word MWMOS means “defect, blemish”, and is so used both of bodily defects and of moral defects.  Here we are dealing with moral defects.

Because these two words are predicate nominatives, we have an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[they are].”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb ENTRUPHAW, which means “to revel, carouse.”  The word carouse means “to engage in loud, drunken parties.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine plural article and noun APATĒ plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “associated with their pleasures; that involves one in sin.”
 [They are] stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures”
 is the nominative masculine plural present middle/passive deponent participle from the verb SUNEUWCHEOMAI, which means “to feast with.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle/passive is middle in form but active in meaning, these false teachers producing the action.


The participle is temporal and is translated “while” or “as they feast together with.”
 is the instrumental of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”
“as they feast together with you.”

2 Pet 2:13 corrected translation
“They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  [They are] stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter describes three characteristics of the false teachers in this verse.

2.  “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.”

a.  These false teachers do harm to themselves, cheat themselves, wrong themselves, suffer loss of their own eternal rewards and blessings because of their arrogance and emotional complex of sins.


b.  This concept is taught in Phil 3:18-19 with reference to believers but can apply just as well to unbelievers, “For many keep walking concerning whom I have told you many times, but now I tell you even weeping, [that they are] the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose destiny is loss [of eternal life], whose god is emotion, and their glory came to be associated with their shame, who keep on thinking about earthly things [those who hold opinions about earthly things but have no earthly idea what salvation is all about].”

c.  Col 3:25, “For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of that wrong which he has done, and there is no partiality.”  This is the law of volitional responsibility.  Also stated in Prov 22:8, “He who sows wickedness shall reap trouble [law of volitional responsibility], and the rod of God’s wrath shall be ready [eternal punishment].”
3.  “They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.”

a.  These false teachers are characterized as being pleasure mad.  They are the lovers of pleasure described in 2 Tim 3:2-7, “For men will be lovers of self [the three arrogant skills: self-justification, self-deception, self-absorption], lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, slanderers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful [lack of capacity], unholy, unloving, implacable, malicious gossips, without self-control [no virtue in control of the soul], brutal, not lovers of intrinsic good, treacherous, thoughtless, pumped up with arrogance, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; who adhere to a superficial form of the spiritual life, but they have denied its power; consequently avoid such persons as these.  For among them are those who creep into homes and seduce silly women overwhelmed by their sins, led on by multifarious lusts, always learning but never able to come to a epignosis knowledge of the truth.”

b.  These false teachers find all of their pleasure in sin and evil activities, 2 Thes 2:11-12, “And so for this reason God sends to them the operation of deception so that they believe the lie, in order that all those who do not believe the truth but take pleasure in unrighteousness might be judged.”

c.  Most people, whether they are aware of it or not, build their life around pleasure goals.  In between reaching those goals, much of their pseudo happiness comes from anticipation of those pleasures.  There is nothing wrong with pleasure.  But when it takes precedence over our love for God, we will never attain salvation or reach spiritual adulthood, and never have the greatest of all pleasures of being occupied with Christ.
4.  “They are stains and defects engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures, as they feast together with you.”


a.  Jude 1:12 is a parallel passage, “These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves;...”


b.  Paul discussed these false teachers in:




(1)  2 Cor 11:12-15, “But what I am doing [communicating the word of God] I will continue to do, so that I may cut off opportunity from those [false teachers] who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting [being the only true communicators of the word of God].  2 Cor 11:13, “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  2 Cor 11:14, “No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  2 Cor 11:15, “Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.”



(2)  2 Cor 11:26, “I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the desert, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren.”



(3)  Gal 2:4, “But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our spiritual freedom which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage [to legalism].”



(4)  Phil 3:2, “Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision.”



(5)  2 Thes 2:9, “that is, the one [the man of sin during the Tribulation who is the ultimate false prophet] whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders;”  2 Thes 2:11, “For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false.”

c.  John discussed these false teachers in:




(1)  1 Jn 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”



(2)  Rev 2:2, “‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false.”
5.  Religion is not only characterized by the doctrine of demons, but it has both false teachers and false prophets to communicate this information. 2 Tim 4:1-2, “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later periods of time [the hypostatic union, Church Age, and Tribulation] some [believers] will become apostate from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits [false teachers] and doctrines of demons, by means of hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience with a branding iron.”  The branding iron is scar tissue in the soul from rejection of the truth.  There are at least six characteristics of false teachers in the Church Age.


a.  False teachers are masters of hypocrisy.  They use a phony facade, first exposed by our Lord in Mt 7:15, and further developed by Paul in Rom 16:18.


b.  Behind a public relations facade, false teachers use legalism to convert their victims to religion, Gal 4:17-18; 2 Tim 3:5-7.  They flatter their victim, making them feel wanted and appealing to their pride.


c.  False teachers of religion appeal to human arrogance, 2 Cor 10:12.


d.  False teachers promote idolatry as a part of the devil’s communion table, Hab 2:18-19; 1 Cor 10:19-2.


e.  False teachers promote self-righteousness, to include legalism, personality arrogance, authority arrogance, crusader arrogance, and works arrogance.  They promote legalism as a system of spirituality which we call pseudo-spirituality, 1 Tim 1:6-8.  They encourage people to gossip.


f.  False teachers are clever and can only be detected through the consistent perception and application of doctrine.  Without doctrine, we do not have the ability to identify false teaching.  Bible doctrine is the basis for both momentum in the spiritual life and for discernment between the false and the true.


g.  False teachers continue to operate throughout the Church Age, as this is the intensified period of the angelic conflict, 1 Jn 4:1-6.  They possess a false spirit.  They are inspirational but do not function by the power of the Holy Spirit.


h.  Such believers are described as ‘anti-Christs’ and enemies of the cross, Phil 3:18.

6.  Bad timing on the part of believers is any generation when Christians reject Bible doctrine with the result that they accept false teaching from false teachers.  2 Tim 4:3, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but desiring to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves false teachers on the basis of their own lusts [desires, decisions].”

a.  Notice what our attitude should be toward sound doctrine?  We have to endure it!  It will make us grind our teeth, react, feel terrible and inadequate, and all the things it is designed to do so that we will rely on the Lord instead of on our own resources.


b.  We are in a negative generation today when people will not endure sound doctrine.  Today doctrine is not the issue; the issue is to satisfy one’s own desires.  This negative volition will destroy any nation.


c.  The tickling of the ear is a synonym for emotional stimulation from false doctrine.  Emotional stimulation replaces the teaching of Bible doctrine.
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