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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, which introduces a contrast and means “But.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these” and referring to the false prophets.

is the comparative use of the adverb HWS, meaning “like, as” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective ALOGA, meaning “unreasoning” plus the  noun ZWION, meaning “animals.”  These words are found both here and in Jude 10.

“But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals,”
 is the nominative neuter plural perfect passive participle from the verb GENNAW, which means “to be born.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect or the perfect of completed action.  The emphasis is on the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that these false prophets receive the action of being born for a particular purpose or reason.


The participle is circumstantial and is translated “having been born.”
is the appositional nominative neuter plural from the adjective PHUSIKOS, which means “belonging to nature:  natural, in accordance with nature Rom 1:26f; creatures of instinct.”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular nouns HALWSIS and PHTHORA, connected by the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “for the purpose of capture and ruin, destruction, depravity.”
“creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction,”.
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in things which.”
 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb AGNOEW, which means “to be ignorant, to not understand.”

The present tense is a durative present for what has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of not understanding.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the appositional nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb BLASPHĒNEW, which means “to slander.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“slandering in things which they are ignorant,”
is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun PHTHORA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “because of their ruin, destruction, depravity.”
 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb PHTHEIRW, which means “to be destroyed.”

The future tense is a predictive future, referring to something that will take place in the future.


The passive voice indicates that the false teachers receive the action of being destroyed.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”
2 Pet 2:12 corrected translation
“But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”
Explanation:
1.  Jude 10 is a parallel passage with a different emphasis, which says, “But on the one hand these men slander the things which they do not understand; and on the other hand the things which they instinctively know like unreasoning animals, by these things they are being destroyed.”

a.  Peter emphasizes the fact that these false prophets will be destroyed because of their total depravity.  Jude emphasizes the fact that these false prophets are destroyed by their own lack of common sense.


b.  The lack of common sense is a result of total depravity.  Both are two sides of the same coin leading to the destruction or second death of the degenerate unbeliever.

2.  These false teachers are compared to animals.


a.  Animals have instinct, emotion, memory, and a very limited ability to learn.


b.  Animals do not have self-consciousness or the ability to reason.  They do not think as people think.


c.  Animals experience situations and learn how to react to them from their emotions and from their God given instincts—for example, the ability of certain breeds of dogs to retrieve objects or point at an object.


d.  These false teachers are compared to unreasoning animals.  They do not think.  They only emote.  They only react to various situations in life.


e.  False teachers function on the basis of instinct rather than reason.



(1)  “Instinct is acting on the basis of impulse,” Webster’s New Universal Unabridged Dictionary, Second Edition.  “It is an inborn tendency to behave in a way characteristic of a species.”


(2)  What is the inborn tendency of the human species?  To follow the dictates of the sin nature.



(3)  What is characteristic of the human species?  To sin.



(4)  What is the instinctive behavior of mankind?  To function on the basis of emotion.  To react to everything emotionally, without thinking, without reason.


f.  These false teachers function on the basis of emotion, being directed by their sin natures to behave on impulse rather than on the direction of the word of God in their thoughts.

3.  The false teachers act like unreasoning animals, and so they will die like unreasoning animals.


a.  Most animals die because of lack of ability to see danger approaching, or seeing the danger, they do not know how to escape from it.


b.  In the same manner, unbelievers who reject the gospel do not see the second death approaching, or seeing the danger, they do not know or have forgotten how to simply believe in Christ and escape from it.


c.  Perpetual rejection of the gospel results in locked-in negative volition.  Perpetual locked-in negative volition forgets the means of being saved by faith alone in Christ alone. Perpetual locked-in negative volition leads to emotional revolt of the soul and scar tissue of the soul, in which you cannot remember how to be saved.  Perpetual locked-in negative volition to the gospel is the status of the unreasoning, degenerate unbeliever, who has been born for the purpose of dying a horrible, fearful physical death, and then facing the second death.

4.  False teachers come in two brands—the moral brand and the immoral brand.  Both are in depravity, and both are headed toward the state of sinfulness resulting in death.
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