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is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  Peter now gives us an explanatory conclusion of what he has said in the previous verses.  With this we have the possessive dative masculine singular from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “to the one who.”
 is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, which means “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PAREIMI, which means “to be present; to have something.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that those who are negative to Bible doctrine produce the action of being without the virtues of the spiritual life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.  The negative MĒ is not normally used with the indicative mood, but it is found here because the relative HOS is indefinite and as such has a hypothetical or conditional sense.

is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things” and referring to the virtues of the spiritual life.

“For to the one who does not have these things,”
is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective TUPHLOS, used as a substantive, meaning: “blind.”
is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “he is.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth that the person who rejects Bible doctrine and does not have the virtues of the spiritual life is blind to what is really going on spiritually in his life or anyone else’s.


The active voice indicates that the believer who rejects Bible doctrine and the spiritual life produces the action of being blind spiritually.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the appositional nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb MUWPAZW, which means “to be near-sighted.”  This is the only occurrence of this word in the NT.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in the lives of those negative to Bible doctrine and the spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the negative believer produces the action.


The participle is modal, indicating the manner in which the action of the main verb takes place.

Literally this phrase says, “Being near-sighted, he is blind.”  In English we would say, “He is so near-sighted that he is blind.”
“he is so near-sighted that he is blind,”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun LĒTHĒ, which means “forgetfulness.”  When used with LAMBANW, which follows, it means, “to forget something.”
 is the nominative of explanation from the masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take, receive, obtain, or choose.”  Here it has a special idiomatic use with LĒTHĒ, to mean, “to forget something.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the spiritual understanding of the believer with negative volition to Bible doctrine into a single whole, but regards his state from the viewpoint of its existing results.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that the negative believer produces the action of forgetting something.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb—he forgets before he becomes blind.

 is the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KATHARISMOS, which means “the purification.”
 is the ablative of separation from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA, meaning “sins” and referring to our personal sins.  With this we have the adverb of time PALAI, used as an adjective, meaning “former” plus the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “his.”  The entire phrase is translated “from his former sins.”
“having forgotten the purification from his former sins.”
2 Pet 1:9 corrected translation
“For to the one who does not have these things, he is so near-sighted that he is blind, having forgotten the purification from his former sins.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter makes two statements about the believer who has rejected Bible doctrine as his number one priority in life: that believer is spiritually blind; that believer has forgotten what Christ did for him at salvation.

2.  The fact that Christ provided purification from our sins by His work on the Cross is taught in:


a.  Heb 1:3, “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.  When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”

b.  Eph 5:26, “that, having purified her [salvation ministry on the cross], He might cause her to be sanctified [experientially] by means of the washing of water with the word [consistent post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation],”

c.  Tit 2:14, “who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.”
3.  The believer negative to doctrine has forgotten this fact or else it is of no importance to him.  He has become a loser believer because of his spiritual blindness.


a.  Arrogance is total blindness to the grace of God.  This is called blind arrogance.  Blind arrogance comes from having no doctrine in our soul, so that we have nothing to apply to the problems of life.  Therefore, we have soul blindness.  Blind souls are always looking for alleviation from their own self-induced misery.  They are pleasure seekers.  Believers without Bible doctrine are walking in the dark.  Satan himself was and is blinded by his arrogance.


b.  The flaws of the arrogance complex blind the believer to his own failures and hinder the function of faith perception (both with regard to the Gospel and Bible doctrine).  Arrogance blinds the mind so that truth is rejected.


c.   Blind arrogance creates hang-ups in the soul such as prejudice.  Blind arrogance believes that one’s own righteousness is so superior to that of all others with the result that the person with blind arrogance becomes intolerant of anyone else who does not accept his or her standards and values.


d.  Blind arrogance is the vanity of being divorced from the realities of Bible doctrine, which leads to the erroneous conclusion that we are victorious, mature, or great because of some unique experience, some sacrificial thinking, or some system of human works.  Blind arrogance concludes that the plan of God succeeds or fails on the basis of how we function, rather than on the basis of what God does.


e.  Emotional reaction to the circumstances of life blinds the mind to the truth of Bible doctrine.   Negative emotionalism describes the believer who becomes negative to doctrine.  In his emotional revolt, he uses his emotion as the criterion for everything.  Therefore, he becomes blind of soul because he feels his way through life.  Feeling becomes the criteria.  If he feels good, everything is all right.  If he feels bad, there is something wrong.  He is, therefore, a slave to his health, to his emotion, and to everything that has to do with stimuli or lack of stimuli.


f.  Arrogance never takes the responsibility for being arrogant.  That is the blindness of arrogance.


g.  Blind arrogance replaces the filling of the Holy Spirit and the application of doctrine to experience with an obsession to run the lives of other people.


h.  When a nation is involved in arrogance, its people are blind to the fact they are making exactly the same mistakes that destroyed other great nations before them.  Hegel stated this principle as, “We learn from history that we learn nothing from history.”  This is another way of saying that arrogant individuals or nations are unteachable and become blind to their own failures resulting in their own self-destruction long before they are invaded and overrun.


i.  Only the growing believer positive to the teaching of Bible doctrine can truthfully make the statement of Jn 9:25, “Once I was blind, but now I see.”

j.  The principle of pride related to Jesus Christ is found in the dissertation on blind arrogance, Mt 19:27-20:34.


k.  Blind arrogance is called “darkness” or “blackout of the soul” in the Scripture.  The apostle John describes blackout of the soul in:



(1)  Jn 12:35, “He who walks in darkness does not know where

he goes.”


(2)  1 Jn 1:6, “If we contend that we have fellowship with

Him and we keep on walking in darkness, we are lying and we do not live the truth.”


(3)  1 Jn 2:11, “When anyone hates his fellow believer, he is in darkness and he walks in darkness, and he does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”

l.  Blind arrogance is also mentioned by Peter in 2 Pet 2:20-22, “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again involved in them and are overcome, the latter state [rejecting Bible doctrine resulting in blackout of the soul] has become worse for them than the first.  For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness then, having known it, to turn away from the holy mandate delivered to them.  The holy mandate is: ‘this is the will of God: that we believe on His Son, Jesus Christ.’  It has happened to them according to the true proverb [Prov 26:11], ‘A dog returns to his own vomit, and a sow after washing returns to wallowing in the mire.’”  This refers to the blackout of the soul or the blindness of the mind caused by negative volition at God consciousness returning to the mire when he has negative volition at Gospel hearing, but it equally applies to the state of the believer who has gone negative to learning the word of God.


m.  The negative believer or spiritual loser is also described in Rev 3:17, “‘Because you say, “I am rich, and have become extremely wealthy, in fact I have need of nothing,” in fact you do not realize that you are under stress [sin nature control of the soul] and miserable [no capacity for happiness or blessing] and poor [no values related to the spiritual life] and blind [no perception of reality related to the spiritual life] and naked [no problem solving devices on the defense line of the soul].’”  The solution is given in verse 18, “I advise you to buy from Me gold [Bible doctrine] which has been refined by fire [the spiritual life is refined through outside pressure of adversity or prosperity], that you may become rich, and white clothes, that you may clothe yourself, and the shame [loser at the Judgment Seat of Christ] of your nakedness [failure to execute the plan of God] may not be revealed; and eye salve to rub in your eyes, that you may keep on seeing.”

n.  Arrogance appeals to arrogance, so that arrogance is vulnerable to arrogance.  Part of blind arrogance is to be deceived by the arrogance of others, especially pseudo compassion.


o.  When Satan cannot deceive through good and evil, he uses religion to blind the mind, Col 2:8; Rev 17.


p.  Lk 15:11-32 is an illustration of blind arrogance.  The elder brother is in blind arrogance.  The younger son, the prodigal son, is also the father’s son, and therefore, by interpretation, cannot be considered an unbeliever.  Both brothers are believers.  Each has received his share of the estate—a down payment on his inheritance.  They were both independently wealthy, analogous to logistical grace.  The trip is analogous to going into the cosmic system.
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