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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, which expresses the reason for something being so.  It is translated “For.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  This is a reference to the basic, advanced and ultimate virtues of the spiritual life mentioned in the last three verses.


The basic virtues of Christian childhood are perseverance and self-discipline.


The advanced virtues of Christian adolescence are knowledge of doctrine and brotherly love.


The ultimate virtues of Christian maturity are virtue and impersonal love toward all.

 is the dative plural of possession from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
 is the appositional nominative neuter plural present active participle from the verb HUPARCHW, which means “to exist, to be present, or to be at one’s disposal.”  When used as a participle with a neuter plural subject and a dative of possession direct object it means, “what belongs to someone, someone’s property, possessions, means.”

The present tense is an aoristic present which presents the state or present fact of something without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the virtues of the spiritual life produce the action of being present in your life.


The participle is a causal participle, not a conditional participle.  The causal participle indicates the ground or reason or cause of the action of the main verb.  It is translated “For since these things belong to you...”  As a conditional participle there would be some doubt in the writer’s mind as to whether or not these believers have any of these virtues of the spiritual life.  Peter doesn’t have any doubts here; he knows that these believers in Asia Minor do have these virtues and states it as a fact in his conclusion—that they are not useless, nor unfruitful in their knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  With this we have the nominative neuter plural present active participle from the verb PLEONAZW, which in its intransitive use means “to be or become more; to be or become great; to be present in abundance, to grow, or to increase.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that these virtues of the spiritual life produce the action of increasing in the lives of believers positive to Bible doctrine.


The participle is causal again.

“For since these things belong to you and are increasing,”
 is the absolute negative adverb OUK, which says “No!” and slams the door in your face.  When used in correlation with the following negative OUDE, it means “neither…nor.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective ARGOS, which means “useless” or “unproductive.”  It is the same word used in Jam 2:20, “Faith [Bible doctrine in the soul] without production [the application of doctrine] is ARGOS [useless].”
is the negative adverb OUDE, which is a combination of the negative OU and the conjunctive DE, meaning “nor” when used after a previous negative.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective AKARPOS, which means “unfruitful, fruitless.”  It comes from the alpha negative attached to the beginning of Greek words to negate them, just as we use the prefix “un” to negate things in English, e.g., Seven-Up is the “uncola.”  The word KARPOS means “fruit” or “production.”  This is the same word used by Paul in 1 Cor 14:14 to describe the uselessness of the mind when a person is speaking in tongues and is under emotional control of the soul.  Peter’s argument here is that when you have these spiritual virtues actively working in your soul, then you are not unproductive in the spiritual life.  In fact, you are producing the greatest of all Christian service to God by developing these Christian virtues and using them.

is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KATHISTĒMI, which means three things in Greek:


1.  To bring, conduct, or take someone somewhere.


2.  To appoint, put in charge, authorize.


3.  To make, cause someone to become something.  This is its meaning here.


The direct object “you” is not stated but implied in the verb.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that believers with virtue produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“they make you neither useless nor unfruitful”
is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun “your” and the noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “as a result of your full knowledge.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and the proper nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS, plus the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
“as a result of your full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ;”
2 Pet 1:8 corrected translation
“For since these things belong to you and are increasing, they make you neither useless nor unfruitful as a result of your full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ;”
Explanation:
1.  This verse very clearly teaches that perseverance, self-discipline, objective understanding of doctrine, love of other believers, unconditional love for all mankind, and virtue in the soul belongs to all of us as believers.  These are spiritual assets available to us as our invisible spiritual assets.  These invisible spiritual assets include:


a.  Blessing assets.



(1)  Blessings which God has put on deposit in heaven for us for time.



(2)  Blessings which God has put on deposit in heaven for us for eternity.


b.  Divine decree assets.



(1)  Election.  Election is the expression of the sovereignty of God with regard to His will and personal desire for us.  In election, God gave to each of us in eternity past two phenomenal assets, equal privilege and equal opportunity, which we must use to fulfill His plan and execute His will for our lives.




(a)  Our equal privilege is our royal priesthood.




(b)  Our equal opportunity is logistical grace support from God.



(2)  Predestination.  Predestination is God’s provision for us; i.e., everything it takes for us to fulfill God’s will and to execute God’s plan.  In predestination, God gave to each of us in eternity past equal privilege and equal opportunity.




(a)  Our equal privilege is being in union with Christ, positional sanctification.




(b)  Our equal opportunity is our very own spiritual life.


c.  Volitional assets.  We have a truly free will as of the moment of salvation.  We are no longer slaves to the desires of our sin nature.  This is a matter of consistent and numerous good decisions made daily from a position of strength.  Our volition is the basis for establishing priorities in life and establishing the divine viewpoint scale of values.  We have the freedom to make right decisions that will make us happy regardless of the circumstances of life.


d.  Production assets.  As a result of spiritual progress and straightening out our mental attitude, we begin to be motivated in childhood to do something for the Lord.  True Christian service is a result of positive volition.  Christian service is a result of motivation from the mental attitude that only comes from Bible doctrine in the soul.  Christian service that is the extension of our motivation produces divine good.  There are seven things that can be classified as Christian production, a result of spiritual progress.



(1)  Witnessing for Christ, our own personal evangelism.  God will provide the opportunity; we provide the information.



(2)  Work in the local church.



(3)  Christian service organizations.  However, there is danger when they become a substitute for learning doctrine and spiritual growth.  They can become a social club, causing the believer to become shallow.



(4)  Missionary activity.  In missions, what counts is quality, not emotion or quantity.  Quality in a missionary begins with the development of his spiritual gift of communication through daily perception of Bible doctrine.  His objective is to evangelize, to communicate doctrine to converts, and to train those men with the spiritual gifts of communication so that they, in turn, evangelize and teach their own people.



(5)  Service to the needy in a community.  There are many services one can perform to help the needy, and this can become the means of witnessing and communicating the truth.



(6)  Specialized functions, like working with young people, with handicapped people, with people whose privileges and opportunities are limited so that they rarely get the chance to be exposed to good evangelism and Bible teaching.



(7)  The function of our spiritual gift.  As we grow in grace, our spiritual gift begins to function, and this provides another avenue for Christian service.


e.  Undeserved suffering assets.  The undeserved suffering assets are providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, evidence testing.  These three categories of suffering are blessing!  They are strictly designed for our blessing.  We get to have Bible doctrine and the person of Christ become more real to us than to the ordinary negative believer through undeserved suffering.  That’s why it is called suffering for blessing.


f.  Invisible impact assets, which includes personal impact, historical impact, and international impact.

2.  Our invisible assets keep on increasing as we learn and apply Bible doctrine to our life.  We never stand still in the spiritual life; we are either moving forward with positive volition or we are going backward with negative volition.  Positive volition to the teaching and application of doctrine keeps on increasing throughout our spiritual life through the use of our volition—one of our invisible assets. The result is increased Christian production—another invisible asset.  The result is invisible impact on others—another invisible asset.  This results in blessings—another invisible asset, and undeserved suffering—another invisible asset.

3.  The development of virtue in the spiritual life and the application of that virtue through the spiritual problem solving devices make us neither useless nor unfruitful (i.e., without any Christian production) in the Christian life.  Do you want to have lots of Christian production and do “great things for God?”  Then learn Bible doctrine, use your invisible spiritual assets, grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and you will do exceedingly abundantly beyond all you could have ever imagined.

4.  The last phrase of this verse is so important; “they make you neither useless nor unfruitful as a result of your full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

a.  Nothing happens in the Christian life without epignosis knowledge in our soul.


b.  There are two parts to having full knowledge of Christ.



(1)  Not only must we learn the whole realm of Bible doctrine to understand all about our Lord Jesus Christ, what He did for us, and the spiritual life which He has provided for us, but



(2)  We must also apply that doctrine to our life just as He did for that doctrine to having meaning, purpose, and glorify God in the angelic conflict.


c.  “Faith without works is dead.”  Our knowledge of doctrine is our faith.  Our faith is what we believe in our soul.  What we believe is based on the Bible doctrine we learn, understand, and believe.  That doctrine in our soul is dead, if it is not motivating us to think, speak, and act differently.  Understanding grace should produce graciousness in us.  Understanding our Lord’s unconditional love for us ought to produce unconditional love for others in us.


d.  The result of epignosis knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ ought to be the invisible spiritual production of our invisible spiritual life as a function of our invisible spiritual assets.
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