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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the postpositive conjunction DE which is used to introduce an apodosis after a hypothetical or temporal protosis, and contrasting it with the protosis.  The protosis here is found in verse 3.  A similar use of DE in this manner is found in Col 1:21-22.  The particle is translated “and.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and the noun GNWSIS, meaning “with your knowledge.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EGKRATEIA, which means “self-control” or “self-discipline.”

1.  This word is included in the list of virtues in Gal 5:23, “The production of the Spirit is:  virtue love toward God and man, perfect happiness (contentment, capacity), (capacity for) prosperity, patience (impersonal love), integrity, generosity, faithfulness, humility, self-discipline; there is no law against such things.”

2.  It is mentioned with DIKAIOSUNĒ “righteousness” in Acts 24:25.


3.  The verb EGKRATEUOMAI means, “to control oneself, to abstain from something.”  It is used of controlling oneself sexually prior to marriage in 1 Cor 7:9; and of the self-control or self-discipline required by athletes in training in 1 Cor 9:25.


4.  The emphasis by Peter here is on the Christian virtue of disciplining or controlling yourself to continue to keep plugging in the spiritual life, taking in doctrine on a daily basis, and applying Bible doctrine through the ten problem solving devices as necessary in your spiritual life.


5.  The spiritual life is a process, which requires self-discipline.  Self-discipline is not just a physical thing, but requires motivation, thought, reason.  The spiritual life is a daily function.

“and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline,”
- is the postpositive conjunction DE again translated “and.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and the noun EGKRATEIA, meaning “and with your self-discipline.” 

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “patience; endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, or perseverance.”

1.  This word is used 32 times in the NT, but only here by Peter.  Therefore, we have to look at its other uses in the NT to determine its meaning.  The meaning of a word is always determined by the context and this is especially true with the different shades of meaning of HUPOMONĒ.


2.  A sampling of HUPOMONĒ’s uses in the NT.



(a)  Col 1:11 “because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness,”


(b)  1 Thes 1:3 “because we constantly remember your manifestation of doctrine; that is, your labor of virtue-love and your perseverance from confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ before God even our Father,”


(c)  2 Thes 1:4 “so that we ourselves boast about you concerning your perseverance and doctrine in all your persecutions and afflictions, which afflictions you are enduring,”


(d)  2 Thes 3:5 “In fact may the Lord direct your hearts into the virtue-love of God and into the patience [endurance, perseverance] of Christ.”


(e)  1 Tim 6:11,”But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.”


(f)  Heb 10:36, “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.



(g)  Heb 12:1, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,”

3.  There are two main uses of this word in the NT.  On the one hand it is used to convey the idea of patience, and on the other hand it is used to convey the idea of perseverance.


4.  Both of these ideas are Christian virtues, being consistently expressed throughout the NT.


5.  Peter’s emphasis here is on perseverance in the perception and application of Bible doctrine, which complements the Christian virtue of self-control or self-discipline to keep plugging in the spiritual life.


6.  Perseverance connotes courageous endurance, which persists in spite of all opposition.

“and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance,”
 - is the postpositive conjunction DE again translated “and.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and the noun HUPOMONĒ meaning “and with your perseverance.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular monadic article, pointing to a unique, one-of-a-kind type of spiritual life.  Plus we have the noun EUSEBEIA, which means “the spiritual life.”
“and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life,”
2 Pet 1:6 corrected translation
“and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life,”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence so far says, “Now for this very reason also, in order to make every effort, supply virtue with your doctrine, and with your virtue [supply] knowledge [gnosis], and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life, ...”
2.  Peter is describing the hierarchy of spiritual needs.  The hierarchy is as follows:


a.  The greatest spiritual need in life is Bible doctrine circulating in your thoughts—PISTIS.


b.  With this Bible doctrine we also need to have virtue.  Doctrine without virtue is meaningless and dead.  James taught the same concept when he said “Faith (doctrine) without works (virtue—the functional manifestation of Bible doctrine in the soul) is dead.”

c.  Virtue is based on the objective understanding of the word of God—GNWSIS.


d.  The acquisition of objective understanding of the word of God is based on self-discipline, self-control.  We don’t become spiritually or doctrinally “smart” without the self-discipline and self-control to make ourselves listen to the teaching of Bible doctrine and concentrate while it is being taught.


e.  The development of self-discipline and/or self-control requires perseverance.  We don’t have self-discipline or self-control in the spiritual life by learning a doctrine once or by applying a doctrine once.  We must do it over and over and over again for it to become a permanent part of our spiritual norms and standards.


f.  The development of perseverance comes from the filling of the Holy Spirit, our very own spiritual life.

3.  The Hierarchy of Spiritual Needs:
DOCTRINE

VIRTUE

OBJECTIVE KNOWLEDGE

SELF-DISCIPLINE

PERSEVERANCE

FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
4.  Self-discipline or Self-control.


a.  Positive volition to the teaching of Bible doctrine leads to concentration.  Concentration develops self-discipline.


b.  Spiritual self-confidence means we are in command of self.  We have self-control, self-restraint, poise, and self-regulation.


c.  The motivation for self-control is personal love for God.

  
d.  Lack of self-control means failure to use the spiritual problem solving devices.


e.  Self-discipline is the practice of enforced humility exercised toward self.


f.  The filling of the Holy Spirit produces an enforced humility, which in turn produces self-discipline, self-control, and self-restraint.


g.  We are commanded to be self-disciplined, 1 Thes 5:6, “Let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and self-disciplined.”

h.  Spiritual autonomy is characterized by virtuous poise, self-regulation, self-control, and self-restraint.  It takes a lot of self-restraint and self-control to get the maximum enjoyment out of life.  We must remain in command of self to enjoy life and have the maximum in happiness God has to offer.


i.  Command of self produces better communication with others, resulting in better relationships with others.  The secret to successful human relationships is communication, not stimulation or entertainment.


j.  When we have self-control in the face of all the problems of life around us, we have the spiritual power to regulate ourselves and restrain ourselves.  This is a great sign of capacity for blessing from God.


k.  Spiritual maturity demands a strong personal sense of destiny, which includes: organized thinking, an organized life, command of self, poise, self-control, self-regulation, and self-restraint.


l.  Self-discipline is related to eternal rewards, 1 Cor 9:24-27.  Self-discipline is living our life in the light of eternity.  Life is short; eternity never ends.  Self-discipline requires more motivation than anything else in life.  It takes self-discipline to be consistent.  Once we get even a small glimpse of eternity, we are motivated to that self-discipline which is so necessary for the consistent intake of Bible doctrine and resultant spiritual growth.  The overriding considerations of eternity are more important to us than the distractions of time.  Yielding to the distractions of time can only produce degeneracy.  Self-discipline counters this tendency and brings the believer under the academic discipline of the local church, where spiritual growth is accomplished.


m.  If our problems are on our mind while listening to doctrine being taught, we won’t hear anything; we’ll just be trying to make the doctrine fit into our problems.  We must have self-discipline to set our problems aside before listening to the teaching of the word of God.  We’ll always have problems, so we have to be flexible.  Use your self-discipline to check problems at the door before entering Bible class.  Self-centeredness is training ourselves to think only about our problems.  We must learn when not to and when to think about our problems.  The Holy Spirit provides the self-discipline.  Under the principle of self-discipline, the believer must be regulated by the filling of the Holy Spirit to approach doctrine with objectivity and concentration.

5.  Perseverance.  Perseverance connotes courageous endurance, which persists in spite of all opposition.


a.  Perseverance is absolutely necessary in the spiritual life, Heb 10:35-36, “Therefore, do not throw away as worthless your confidence, which keeps on having rich distribution of blessings.  For you keep on having need of perseverance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive the deposit which was promised.”

b.  Phil 3:16, “However, as a result of what we have attained, let us keep advancing in ranks by the same system.”


(1)  “What we have attained” refers to adult believers who have attained a personal sense of destiny and now enter into the adult stage of the spiritual life.



(2)  “Advancing in ranks by the same system” means perseverance in the function of the spiritual mechanics plus sin recovery when necessary.  It means the utilization of the power options (filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul), the function of the spiritual skills (how to get back into fellowship with God, how to learn Bible doctrine, and how to apply the word of God to life), the application of the spiritual problem solving devices (having confidence in God, having grace orientation and doctrinal orientation, having a personal sense of destiny, sharing the happiness of God, being occupied with Christ), and the execution of the adult spiritual life (obeying God in all things through the motivation of personal love for God).  It means creating a doctrinal mirror in the soul, which provides the ability to apply doctrine to oneself in self-evaluation.  It also means perseverance in doctrinal orientation through the establishment of a spiritual defense line in the soul from which the spiritual problem solving devices protect the soul.  This is the advance in application of doctrine to postsalvation circumstances.  We have to be careful to rebound from sinfulness faithfully and accurately.  We have to be careful to use the faith-rest drill and grace orientation.  The highest casualty list among believers is among former spiritually adult believers.  We are commanded to advance spiritual from spiritual self-confidence to spiritual autonomy to spiritual maturity.



(3)  Spiritual advance enters us into the greatest sphere of vulnerability to failure.  There is more failure among believers who attain spiritual adulthood than any other sphere of the spiritual life.  The entrance into spiritual adulthood is the most dangerous status quo because of the tendency to become arrogant about knowledge of doctrine.  The great danger is the infiltration of the arrogance skills.  We over think and add emotion as a criterion to the spiritual life.  Arrogance plus emotion results in the irrational dilemma of trying to solve problems with problems.



(4)  Sometimes there is great danger in advancing too far too fast.  When we advance to the first stage of the adult spiritual life (spiritual self-confidence), we are vulnerable to arrogance, emotion, and incompetent problem solving.


c.  Believers are being transformed into the image of the glory of the Lord through a process accomplished by consistent perseverance in the use of the spiritual skills.  2 Cor 3:17-18 says, “Now the Lord [God the Holy Spirit] is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  But we all, with an unveiled face looking into a mirror to produce a reflection, namely, the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into that same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”

d.  Col 1:10-12, “That you might walk in a manner worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing Him in all things, bearing fruit in every good of intrinsic value achievement; in fact, constantly growing by means of doctrine from God,”


(1)  “Constantly growing” means there must be perseverance in the perception of Bible doctrine.  As the Romans said, “He is a winner who perseveres.”  That is the way invisible heroes are made: we must persevere in the perception of Bible doctrine!  This means we must put first things first every day—doctrine first.  This includes the reception, retention, and recall (application) of doctrine; tantamount to post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation.


e.  Perseverance in learning doctrine develops confidence in God.  While God is the author of hope, doctrine is the source of that hope.  Rom 15:4, “For as many doctrines as have been written before, for our instruction they were written, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have hope.”  “Perseverance and encouragement” precludes self-pity.  In time of trouble the believer must find his blessing, encouragement and strength in the resources of doctrine in his soul.  We are not to arouse pity from others or panhandle from others.  When we have disaster, we are to reflect the application of doctrine, not how much we hurt.  Advertising our troubles is not a part of the royal family honor code.


f.  We are expected to have the same perseverance that our Lord had, 2 Thes 3:5, “And may the Lord [God the Holy Spirit] direct your hearts to the love of God [the Father] and to the perseverance of Christ.”

g.  Eternal blessings are attained through perseverance in the perception of Bible doctrine.  Prov 8:18, “With Me [personification of doctrine] are riches and honor [blessings for time], enduring wealth and prosperity [blessings for the eternal state].”

h.  Eph 4:1-2, “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, continue to encourage you to walk in a manner worthy of your station in life [spiritual royalty] into which you have been called with all humility and true sensitivity with perseverance, tolerate one another by means of virtue-love.”


(1)  A personal sense of destiny provides self-motivation for perseverance in the function of the spiritual skills.  All motivation must come from our soul.  No pastor can force us or lead us into a course of action or into some system.  The job of the pastor is to communicate the information.



(2)  Perseverance means maximum doctrine, taken in on a consistent basis, located in our stream of thoughts and ready for application.  This is the basis for our capacity, the basis for understanding the person of God, the will of God, the grace of God, and everything related to God.



(3)  Perseverance means residence, function, and momentum in the spiritual life.  Perseverance means to keep on taking in doctrine on a consistent basis.



(4)  To do the will of God means to persevere to the point of occupation with Christ, carrying us through the three stages of spiritual adulthood, resulting in the execution of the plan of God.


(5)  The spiritual problem solving devices provide self-motivation for perseverance in the function of the spiritual mechanics of your spiritual life.  Motivation is based on spiritual values created by spiritual skills, and that is the only motivation for the spiritual life.  The purpose of the problem solving devices is to provide the self-motivation for perseverance in the utilization of the spiritual power options, perseverance in the function of the spiritual skills, perseverance in deploying the spiritual problem solving devices as we grow spirituality, and perseverance in the stages of spiritual adulthood.


i.  Perseverance in learning and applying Bible doctrine results in sharing the happiness of God, Col 1:10d-11, “...increasing in epignosis of God, strengthened with all power on the basis of the power of His glory, resulting in all perseverance and steadfastness associated with joy.”
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