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 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  With this we have the accusative of cause/reason from the neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “very,” which directs attention to a certain person or thing to the exclusion of others, so that AUTOS almost takes on a demonstrative sense.  When used with the adverbial accusative from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this,” which follows, we have an idiomatic expression, which should be translated “for this very reason.”  Finally, we have the postpositive use of the conjunctive particle DE used in its transitional sense and translated “Now.”  The entire phrase should be translated “Now for this very reason also.”  To what reason does Peter refer?  This phrase refers to the previous clause in the last verse “He has bestowed on us His precious and great promises.  Now for this very reason also...”
“Now for this very reason also,”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun SPOUDĒ and the adjective PAS, meaning “every eagerness, earnestness, diligence, zeal, or effort.”
 - is the nominative of explanation second person masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb PAREISPHERW, which means “to apply, or bring to bear.”  But with the noun SPOUDĒ as its object it means, “to make an effort.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers your entire spiritual growth into a single whole.


The active voice indicates that every Church Age believer is expected to produce the action of the verb.


The participle is a telic participle, which indicates the purpose of the main verb (which follows).  It is translated “so that you make every effort” or “for the purpose of making every effort” or “in order to make every effort.”  This could also be a temporal participle, which would be translated “when making every effort.”
“in order to make every effort”
 - is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb EPIXHOREGEW, which means “to furnish or provide (at one’s own expense); to supply; and to support.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for an action expected throughout your spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that every believer is expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the article and the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in both its active and passive meanings combined, meaning “faith, trust, or confidence” plus “that which is believed” or “Bible doctrine.”  With this we have the plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The phrase is translated “with your confidence in doctrine.”  The personal pronoun SU is not repeated in the next six prepositional phrases, which follow, but is used once here to govern all of them.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ARETĒ, meaning “virtue.”
“supply virtue with your confidence in doctrine,”
is the transitional and continuative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, translated “and or moreover.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and translated “your” and the noun ARETĒ again, translated “and with your virtue.”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GNWSIS, meaning “knowledge.”  Peter’s use of this word refers to the believer’s knowledge of the word of God.  Peter selects this word in contrast to Paul’s typical use of EPIGNWSIS because GNWSIS was the favorite term of the incipient Gnostics (Gnosticism), which Peter is combating in this epistle.  Compare Paul’s use of GNWSIS in 1 Tim 6:20-21 to combat the incipient Gnostics, “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called “knowledge,” which some have professed and thus gone astray from the doctrine.”
“and with your virtue [supply] knowledge;”
2 Pet 1:5 corrected translation
“Now for this very reason also, in order to make every effort supply virtue with your confidence in doctrine, and with your virtue [supply] knowledge;”
Explanation:
1.  Because God has bestowed on us His precious and great promises, He expects something from us, and He explains what that something is.  God expects us to make every effort to live our spiritual life, which was provided for us by the Lord Jesus Christ who tested and proved that it worked in the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union.  God expects us to provide virtue.  So this demands the answer to two questions.


a.  What is virtue?


b.  How do we provide virtue?

2.  What is virtue?


a.  Virtue is the visible manifestation of the invisible spiritual life of the Church Age believer.


b.  The antithesis of virtue is arrogance, which is the visible manifestation of Satan’s invisible cosmic system.


c.  Christian virtue is manufactured by the execution of the plan of God for the believer through the use of three spiritual skills: knowing how to be filled with the Spirit (1 Jn 1:9), learning the word of God, and applying what we have learned through God’s problem solving devices.

d.  The function of virtue develops common sense.


e.  Happiness depends on virtue.  Happiness does not depend on fame, success, prosperity, power, approbation, sex, etc.; it depends on our virtue.


f.  Virtue is the monopoly of God.  Therefore, it can only be manufactured inside the spiritual life.


g.  Virtue is the sum total of those human characteristics manufactured by our thinking, decisions, and actions while under the control of God the Holy Spirit.


h.  Since virtue is the monopoly of God, it is restricted to the operational spiritual life of the Church Age believer; it cannot be duplicated or reproduced in the cosmic system.  Therefore, unbelievers and carnal believers can be moral and even exhibit certain characteristics of virtue, but they cannot have virtue.


i.  Therefore, virtue is the distinctive characteristic of the royal family, the inevitable result of executing the plan of God.


j.  Basic virtues include enforced and genuine humility, love, worship, morality, courage, and confidence.  Humility is the foundation for all virtue.


k.  Virtue is the quality of intrinsic good; it is not proving one’s worth.  The believer who is trying to prove something cannot improve spiritually.  Proving one’s worth is arrogance; improving one’s worth spiritually is prudence.  Arrogance is the antithesis of and is antagonist to virtue.


l.  Virtue is manufactured from perception of doctrine and results in occupation with Christ, while arrogance is manufactured in the cosmic system and results in preoccupation with self.


m.  Virtue is the quality of intrinsic good and the modus operandi of the Christian way of life.  Believers who reside and function in the spiritual life produce virtue, while believers who reside and function in the cosmic system destroy virtue and produce pseudo-virtue.


n.  Virtue is the source of all true happiness in life.  Therefore, virtue and happiness coexist.  There is no happiness in the cosmic system.  Pseudo-virtue manufactured in the cosmic system is the basis of all hypocrisy in life.


o.  God’s perfect happiness diligently searches for the believer with virtue, because perfect happiness goes wherever virtue is found.  There are degrees of true happiness, which accompany every function of the spiritual life, every production of virtue.


p.  The integrity of God is the ultimate source of all virtue.  When spiritual capacity righteousness is produced in us by our execution of God’s plan for our life through the filling of the Spirit, learning Bible doctrine, and applying that doctrine through the problem solving devices, then the love of God motivates the justice of God to send happiness to the virtue inside us.  God shares His happiness with our virtue.

q.  The production of virtue means both happiness and orientation to God’s plan for our life.


r.  All virtue must have an object toward which it is directed.



(1)  Enforced humility is directed toward authority; genuine humility is directed toward God and man.



(2)  Worship is directed toward God; morality is directed toward man.



(3)  Confidence is directed toward God, courage is directed toward man and circumstances.



(4)  Personal love as a virtue is directed toward God; unconditional love is a virtue directed toward man.  Personal love toward another human being is not virtuous; it is the normal function of thought and emotion based on personal standards, but it is not virtuous.



(5)  Virtue toward self is humility.



(6)  Certain characteristics of virtue can also be misdirected.  Misdirection destroys both the virtue and its motivation.



(a)  Enforced humility directed toward God or man is compulsion rather than virtue, therefore not a virtue.



(b)  Worship toward man is arrogance, religionism, while morality toward God is legalism.




(c)  Courage toward God is blasphemy and presumption; confidence toward man is idiocy or naive arrogance.  Confidence is only a virtue directed toward God.




(d)  Personal love toward man is weakness at best, and at worst the intensification of the problems in one’s life.




(e)  Misdirected love is robbed of its virtue and distorts strength, converting it into weakness.




(f)  While virtue is objective in its function, arrogance is subjective.  Virtue is directed toward an outside object for its function; e.g., God, man, authority, law, or circumstances.




(g)  Arrogance destroys virtue because arrogance in its subjectivity is directed toward self.


s.  Virtue and Motivation.



(1)  There are two categories of virtue depending on their direction.  Virtues toward God are motivating virtues, while virtues toward man or circumstances are functional virtues.



(2)  Virtue directed toward God motivates virtue directed toward man.



(3)  Personal love toward God motivates unconditional love toward man.



(4)  Confidence toward God motivates courage toward man and circumstances.



(5)  Worship toward God motivates morality toward man.



(6)  Enforced humility toward authority motivates genuine humility toward God and man, and life in general.



(7)  Therefore, motivating virtues include personal love toward God, confidence toward God, and worship toward God.



(8)  Functional virtues include unconditional love toward man, courage toward man and circumstances, and morality toward mankind and life.


t.  For the believer, virtue and integrity is composed of epignosis doctrine in the soul, not abstaining from sin.  Sin and carnality doesn’t necessarily mean loss of virtue, 1 Jn 1:8-9.  A short time in the cosmic system doesn’t destroy our virtue.  The key is rebound.  Get out of the cosmic system before we lose our virtue.  Carnality is the loss of the filling of the Holy Spirit, and cessation of our spiritual life, but it is not the loss of virtue if rebound follows.



(1)  Everyone sins, not everyone is virtuous.  Sinning is symptomatic of loss of virtue, if the believer remains in the cosmic system.



(2)  Residence in the cosmic system is the believer pursuing after the devil, not the devil after the believer.


u.  Virtue is not only happiness but strength.  Virtue makes weak people strong.  Arrogance makes strong people weak.  Stubbornness is not strength; it is subjectivity.


v.  Virtue comes from our spiritual life, not from talent, genius, or ability.  Talent, genius, and ability can be enhanced by virtue.  Talent is not genius, but acquired or natural ability without virtue.


w.  Without virtue and taking responsibility for our own decisions, there are no solutions to the problems of life.  The believer is born into a system of virtue but must remain there through rebound, unconditional love, enforced humility & genuine humility, perception of doctrine, and saying “no” to temptation.


x.  Volition in the spiritual life is the source of virtue.  Volition in the cosmic system is the source of sinfulness, human good and evil.



(1)  Arrogance produces a false sense of honor and virtue, a code of subjectivity and inflexibility, hypersensitivity, and preoccupation with self.  This means subordination is not inferiority, vulgarity is not manliness, and manners and good taste is not weakness.



(2)  History is in the hands of a few—those who manufacture virtue through residence and function inside their spiritual life.


y.  Virtue characterizes interaction in the spiritual life. Justification of the old sin nature characterizes interaction in the cosmic system.



(1)  The demand of unconditional love toward all is the antithesis of the virtue of unconditional love freely given to all.



(2)  The visible manifests the invisible.  Functional virtue is the manifestation of the invisible spiritual life, of the invisible motivating virtues.



(3)  God’s perfect happiness depends on virtue, not health, power, sex, or approbation.



(4)  Equality is not a virtue.  Man was never designed for equality, except under the equal privilege and opportunity of election and predestination.



(5)  There is neither virtue nor authority in counseling others.  Authority exists in teaching Bible doctrine so people can make their own decisions.  And virtue exists from learning doctrine.


z.  Virtue is the manifestation of invisible power—God’s system.  Arrogance is the manifestation of invisible power—the cosmic system.



(1)  Arrogance derives great power from glorifying and romanticizing self.  Virtue derives great power from glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  Visible personality is not the true index of invisible character; for visible personality can be the vehicle for representing either virtue or evil.



(3)  Confidence toward God is a virtue acquired through the perception of doctrine.  Confidence toward man is a normal function in life, but without virtue; it is virtue-dependent where it is successful.



(4)  Personal love toward God is a virtue acquired through residence and function in the spiritual life.  Personal love toward people is a normal function without virtue.



(5)  Worship of God is a virtue from living our spiritual life.  Worship of man is an abnormal function of the cosmic system.



(6)  Virtue toward God is motivating.  Virtue toward man is functioning.



(7)  Decisions without virtue are disastrous to living.  This is why moral men without virtue make immoral decisions.



(8)  Failure to recover from sin guarantees loss of virtue.  We must choose every day whom we will serve.  Josh 24:15, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  All mankind is designed for servitude, which means every person either serves God in his or her spiritual life or Satan in the cosmic system.  We can’t reject doctrine and serve God.

3.  How do we provide virtue?


a.  By constantly being filled with God the Holy Spirit.


b.  By diligently learning the word of God on a daily basis.


c.  By consistently applying the doctrine we learn to our daily lives through the use of the problem solving devices.

4.  And with our virtue we are also to provide knowledge.  But what kind of knowledge?  Knowledge of the word of God.  Bible doctrine learned, understood, believed, and circulating in our thoughts.

5.  Phil 4:8, “Therefore royal family, everything that is true, everything that is honorable, everything that is righteous, everything that is pure, everything that is capacity for love, everything that is commendable, if there is any virtue and anything worthy of praise, concentrate on these things.”  This is the principle of virtue first.
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