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is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”
 is the adverbial use of the accusative neuter singular adjective PRWTOS, meaning:


a.  of time “first, in the first place, before, earlier, to begin with”

b.  of sequence in enumerations (not always clearly distinguished from meaning a) “first.”

c.  of degree “in the first place, above all, especially” Acts 3:26; 2 Pet 1:20; 3:3. Of the Macedonian Christians they gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and (then) to us 2 Cor 8:5; first of all I urge 1 Tim 2:1.

- is the nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know, come to know; learn, ascertain, find out; understand, comprehend; perceive, notice, realize; have come to know; acknowledge, recognize.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action or state of being that has begun in the past but is described as continuing in the present.


The active voice indicates that men have come to know this principle throughout human history.


The participle is circumstantial, which indicates something else that happened, an additional fact or thought, an incidental fact loosely related to the action of the main verb.  It is translated “having come to know this above all.”
“having come to know this above all”
- is the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” and used after verbs that denote mental or sense perception, or the transmission of such perception, or an act of the mind, to indicate the content of what is said, thought, etc.

- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” plus the noun PROPHĒTEIA, which means “the utterance of the prophet, prophetic word, prophecy.”  It is used as a technical term for all divine revelation.

a.  of OT prophecies Mt 13:14.  Generally of OT sayings 2 Pet 1:20.


b.  of utterances by Christian prophets “in the form of a prophetic saying” 1 Cor 14:6; 1 Thes 5:20; 1 Tim 1:18; 4:14. “the words of the  prophecy” Rev 1:3; “the words of prophecy in this book” 22:7, 10, 18. “the words of this book of prophecy” vs. 19.

 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun GRAPHĒ, which is used to emphasize the unity of Scripture.  Paul has it in the personification in Gal 3:8 (where the obvious point is that God himself speaks through Scripture), John in 2:22; 10:35; 17:12; 20:9, and Peter in 1 Pet 2:6; 2 Pet 1:20.  The early church embraced this usage and included the NT canon as well.  It is translated “of Scripture.”
 is the ablative of source from the feminine singular adjective IDIOS, which means “one’s own private interpretation, which is contrasted with the meaning intended by the author himself or with the interpretation of another person who is authorized or competent.”  It is translated “from one’s own.”
 is from the verb EPILUW.  It literally means “to release,” resolve” (an issue) in Acts 19:39 and “to explain” in Mk. 4:34.  The noun EPILUSIS means “exposition” or “interpretation.”
is the absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “no, not” plus the third person singular present deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to come about, come to be, originate, happen.”

The present tense is gnomic present, which expresses a universal truth, a maxim, a commonly accepted fact, a state or condition, which perpetually exists.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the interpretation of Scripture producing the action of not originating from one’s own interpretation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“that all prophecy of Scripture does not originate from one’s own interpretation,”
2 Pet 1:20 corrected translation
“having come to know this above all that all prophecy of Scripture does not originate from one’s own interpretation,”
Explanation:
1.  Peter’s final argument for the importance of Bible doctrine is that all Scripture comes from God.


a.  He uses as his example the fact that through human history all prophecy has come from God and not because man knows what is going to happen ahead of time.


b.  Peter picks prophecy to illustrate his point because prophecy is the one area which could never be counterfeited by Satan or man.


c.  The oracles of Delphi, the predictions of Nostradamus, and other such attempts at predicting the future have always been such vague predictions that eventually something was bound to apply to what was said.


d.  In contrast, the word of God has always been very specific about predicting what would happen in the future.  The best example of this was all the predictions concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ during the First Advent.

2.  What is prophecy?


a.  Definition.



(1)  An inspired utterance of a prophet, viewed as a revelation of divine will.



(2)  A prediction of the future, made under divine inspiration.



(3)  An inspired message or prediction transmitted orally or in writing. 

b.  Usage and synonyms.



(1)  A phenomenon that serves as a sign of future good or evil: omen, augury, auspices, foreboding, foreshadowing, foretoken, harbinger, portent, premonition, presage, presentiment, prognostic, or token.



(2)  The act of predicting: prediction, estimation, forecast, foretelling, prognosis, prognostication, projection.



(3)  The act of foretelling events: augury, divination, fortune telling, soothsaying, 

crystal-gazing, or palmistry.

3.  Prophecy during the Church Age.


a.  The initial communication of mystery doctrine was accomplished by two categories of temporary gifts: apostleship and prophecy.  These gifts were terminated by 96 A.D.  The two communication gifts of pastor-teacher and evangelist are now extant in this period of the Church Age.



(1)  The gift of prophecy was not a national leader like that of the Old Testament prophets.  This gift was second in order of merit after the spiritual gift of apostleship, and is so listed in 1 Cor 12:28.  It is also mentioned in Rom 12:6.  1 Cor 12:8-10, “To one there is given through the Spirit the gift of wisdom, to another the gift of knowledge by the same Spirit, to another the gift of faith by the same Spirit, to another the gifts of healing by means of the same Spirit, to another the gift of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning spirits, to another the gift of tongues, to another interpretation of tongues.”  The spiritual gifts listed are all temporary.  They were mentioned because many had been abused in the local church at Corinth.  1 Cor 14:1-40 is where it is presented in contrast to the gift of tongues.




(a)  Old Testament prophets were national leaders, especially in times of crisis.  In times of prosperity, he was the final authority on Bible doctrine.  However, this gift is not related to national leadership.  Many of the Old Testament prophets were great national leaders, e.g., Elijah.  Isaiah dictated the correct foreign policy that saved Israel.  But those with the gift of prophecy in the Church Age were not national leaders; they only functioned within the realm of the Church.




(b)  The gift of prophecy included a message of divine guidance or a warning of judgment, or a prediction about the immediate future.  In Acts 11, Agabus the prophet predicted the famine and depression to come.  In Acts 21:10-11, he warned Paul not to go back to Jerusalem.




(c)  Prophets had a limited teaching ministry related to contemporary events; that’s why they are called “prophets and teachers” in Acts 13:1.




(d)  Males with the gift of prophecy recorded in Scripture include: Agabus, Acts 11:27-28, 21:10-11; Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen, and even Paul, according to Acts 13:1.  Judas and Silas had the gift, Acts 13:32.




(e)  Acts 21:19 presents a problem, because the four daughters of Philip the evangelist are said to “be prophesying” in the present active participle.  However, they did not have a spiritual gift.  So we must distinguish between people permitted by God to prophesy, and those who had the spiritual gift of prophecy.  No record of their prophecies is ever given, and obviously they did not have the spiritual gift of prophecy.




(f)  In exercising the temporary spiritual gift of prophecy, the prophet must receive his message from God, or he must declare God’s will to someone in terms of prophecy, i.e., in terms of future events.  The prophecy must be doctrinally accurate.




(g)  Because of the tremendous amount of eschatology in the New Testament epistles, it is quite obvious that the writers who were apostles also had the gift of prophecy.




(h)  The gift of prophecy warned about judgment on sin, indicated the will of God regarding current events, and predicted future events during the apostolic age.  But the gift did not extend into the post canon period because of the Church Age is an age of historical trends.  Every function of the gift of prophecy during the pre-canon period is fulfilled by the doctrine of historical trends during the post canon period.  By learning doctrine, you become your own prophet.




(i)  With the completion of the canon of Scripture in A.D. 96 and its gradual circulation, the temporary gifts of communication ceased to exist; they were replaced by the permanent communication gifts of evangelism and pastor-teacher.



(2)  Paul mentions the temporary spiritual gift of prophecy in 1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have the spiritual gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have the spiritual gift of faith so that I could remove mountains from one place to another, but do not have virtue-love, I am nothing.”

b.  There is prophecy concerning the beginning of the Church Age—our Lord prophesied concerning the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5) which was fulfilled in Acts 2.


c.  There is prophecy concerning the end of the Church Age—the Rapture, 1 Thes 4.


d.  However, there is absolutely no prophecy during the Church Age once the Canon was completed, only historical trends.  Prophecy is not needed during the post canon period of the Church Age because we have a completed canon of Scripture.  In all other dispensations, historical trends are determined by prophecy.  Prophecy determines the historical trends in every dispensation but the Church Age.

4.  Doctrinal orientation is based on a correct understanding of the inspiration of Scripture, 2 Tim 3:16-17, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be capable, equipped for every good work.”


a.  God gave Bible doctrine to the writers of Scripture; that is the inhale.  The human writers of Scripture then exhaled Scripture when they wrote the canon.  The doctrine of verbal plenary inspiration of Scripture states: God so supernaturally directed the human writers of Scripture that without wavering their intelligence, their individuality, their personal feelings, their literary style, or any other human factor of expression, His complete and coherent message to mankind was recorded with perfect accuracy in the original languages of Scripture, the very words bearing the authority of divine authorship.



b.  Verbal means the Bible, in the original languages, from first to last, is the exact record of the mind and will of God as He intended it to be.  Plenary means the entire text of Scripture is equally from God but not necessarily equally important.



c. David’s testimony to this fact is found in Ps 138:2, “I, myself, will worship toward Your holy temple [heaven], and I will give thanks to Your person because of Your grace and because of Your doctrine.  Because You have magnified Your word above and beyond Your person.”


d.  The faithfulness of God in inspiration is noted in Rom 3:3-4, “What then?  If some did not believe, shall their unfaithfulness cancel the faithfulness of God?  Definitely not!  Rather, let God be found true, though every man be discovered a liar, even as it stands written, ‘That You might become vindicated by means of Your doctrine, And that You might prevail when You are maligned.’”


e.  The Holy Spirit is involved in the doctrine of inspiration, Acts 28:25, “And when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting word, ‘The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, saying...’”  The Holy Spirit communicated to human authors of Scripture God’s complete and coherent message for both that immediate generation and all future generations.  While the writers of Scripture had other messages for their own generations, which are not recorded in the Scripture, only what was pertinent to all generations of history was recorded in the canon of Scripture.



f.  Verbal inspiration applies only to the original languages of Scripture: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.



g.  The application of the doctrine of verbal, plenary inspiration is found in Heb 10:35-36, “Therefore, do not throw away as worthless your confidence, which keeps on having rich distribution of blessing.  For you keep on having need of perseverance, in order that when you have accomplished the will of God, you may receive what has been promised.”
5.  God considers prophecy sacred, just as all of the word of God is sacred to God.  The prophecies of the New Testament found in the book of Revelation are under a special protection from God Rev 22:18, “I testify to everyone who hears the doctrines of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which have been written in this book.  Furthermore, if anyone takes away from the doctrines of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his share from the tree of life [loss of reward] and from the holy city, which things have been written in this book.”
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