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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, which means “Grace.”
is the dative of possession from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” or “belongs to you.”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “prosperity, peace, or harmony.”
 is the third person singular aorist passive optative from the verb PLĒTHUNW, which means “be multiplied, grow, or increase.”

The aorist tense is a ingressive aorist which emphasizes entrance into a state or condition.


The passive voice indicates that grace and prosperity receive the action of being multiplied for your advantage.


The optative mood expresses a wish or desire on the part of the writer.

“May grace and prosperity be multiplied to you.”
is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun EPIGNWSIS, which means “by means of the full knowledge” which is a reference to metabolized Bible doctrine in your soul.

 is the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  With this we have the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning, “that is” and the objective genitive from the masculine singular proper name IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Finally, we have the appositional genitive masculine singular from the article and noun KURIOS, meaning “Lord” and the possessive genitive first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”
“by means of the full knowledge of God; that is, Jesus our Lord.”
2 Pet 1:2 corrected translation
“May grace and prosperity be multiplied to you by means of the full knowledge of God; that is, Jesus our Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  Grace and prosperity from God are not added to us; they are multiplied to us.


a.  God doesn’t just give us what we need; He gives us more than what we need.  However, most believers only have the bare essentials from God because they don’t have the capacity to receive more from Him.


b.  God gives all believers logistical grace blessings.  Logistical grace blessings are those bare necessities essential for living in Satan’s system.  The bare essentials include: food, shelter, clothing, a job, transportation, a certain degree of good health, and the means of growing up spiritually.


c.  There are greater blessings beyond logistical grace blessings.  These blessings are described in Jam 4:6,  which is translated, “But He gives the greater grace.”  These are blessings, which are greater than grace.  These blessings are greater-than-grace blessings which God has deposited in heaven for us in eternity past (Eph 1:6, 14) in an escrow account with our name on it.  These blessings are ours just as soon as we reach spiritual maturity and begin to have the spiritual capacity in our souls to appreciate and enjoy these blessings to their fullest.


d.  Grace is simply given to the average, everyday, normal believer who never grows up spiritually.  But grace and prosperity are multiplied to the spiritually mature believer.


e.  Peter uses the optative mood here, which is critical in understanding the interpretation.  Peter is not saying that we will have these blessings no matter what (that would be the indicative mood).  Peter is not saying that we will probably have these blessings (that would be the subjunctive mood).  Peter is saying that he hopes and wishes that these believers might possibly receive these greater blessings someday in the future.


f.  All pastors wish that the members of their congregation might realize the importance of Bible doctrine and might honor the word of God above and beyond their own desires, so that those believers might be blessed above and beyond their wildest imaginations by God.

2.  Peter then makes a critical statement in the prepositional phrase that follows.  He gives us the means by which we might have these greater-than-grace blessings—epignosis (full-knowledge) Bible doctrine in the heart or the stream of conscious thoughts of the soul.


a.  Bible doctrine is the means by which we receive the multiplication of grace and prosperity from God.


b.  God cannot and will not bless us beyond our basic needs apart from Bible doctrine resident in our soul.


c.  Bible doctrine is the key to our spiritual life, our happiness, and blessings from God.  Everything in our life depends on our attitude toward learning and applying Bible doctrine.


d.  All Bible doctrine centers on the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have the “mind of Christ” (1 Cor 2:16), that is, the thinking of our Lord contained in the word of God.


e.  The full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ is occupation with Christ.  So Peter wishes that these believers might have the epignosis knowledge of Jesus Christ in their souls, so God might be able to multiply grace and prosperity to them.

3.  The greatest prosperity we can ever have is the complete and full understanding of who and what our Lord Jesus Christ is and all that He has done for us.


a.  Jesus Christ is eternal God.  As a member of the Trinity, He always existed.  There never was a time when He did not exist.


b.  He is coequal and coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, Col 1:15.  In eternity past, Jesus Christ had the same essence as the Father and Spirit.


c.  In time He still had the same functions of deity, but He also became true humanity.  Therefore, He is unique.


d.  Scripture.



(1)  Mic 5:2 says Jesus Christ is eternal God during the incarnation.



(2)  Jn 1:1-3, “In a beginning which was not a beginning there existed the Word [Jesus Christ].”


(3)  Jn 8:58, “Before Abraham was born, I had always existed.”


(4)  Rom 9:5, “Jesus Christ is over all” (because He is God).



(5)  Tit 2:13, “the great God and our Savior.”


(6)  In Heb 1:8-10, the Father says, “Your throne, O God [Jesus Christ].”


(7)  1 Jn 5:20, “this One is the true God and eternal life.”

e.  He is the creator of the universe, Jn 1:3; Col 1:16; Heb 1:10.  He had to be God to preexist all other creatures.


f.  Christ is identified with the divine decrees so as to be God, Ps 2:7-9, 22:1-6; 40; 110.


g.  The Hebrew word JHWH is one of the titles for Jesus Christ.  The Jews never pronounced the word.  Instead they said Adonai, which means deity.  Elohim (plural) refers to the Trinity.  JHWH is used for Jesus Christ in Isa 9:6-7, 40:3; Jer 23:5-6; Zech 12:10.


h.  The essence of God is ascribed to Jesus Christ.



(1)  Sovereignty, Ps 2:6; Mt 28:18; Acts 2:36; 2 Pet 1:11; Rev 19:16.



(2)  Perfect righteousness and justice = holiness, Lk 1:35; Jn 6:69; Heb 7:26.



(3)  Love, Jn 13:1, 34; 1 Jn 3:16.



(4)  Eternal life, Isa 9:6; Micah 5:2; Jn 1:1, 8:58; Col 1:16-17; Eph 1:4; Rev 1:17-18.



(5)  Omniscience, Mt 9:4; Jn 2:25; 1 Cor 4:5; Col 2:3; Rev 2:23



(6)  Omnipresence, Mt 28:20; Eph 1:23; Col 1:27.



(7)  Veracity, Jn 14:6; Rev 3:7



(8)  Omnipotence, Rev 1:8.



(9)  Immutability.  Jesus Christ did not suppress His deity in the incarnation; this is the false doctrine of kenosis.  Instead, He gave up the independent use of His divine attributes.  His divine power was only used for the benefit of others, not Himself.

i.  Appearances of Christ in History.



(1)  Theophanies (before the First Advent).




(a)  As a man, Gen 18, 32:24-32.




(b)  As a phenomena of nature, Ex 40:38, 33:9-23, 3:2ff, 25:22; Acts 7:30.




(c)  As the angel of JHWH, Gen 16:7-18, 22:11-18, 31:11ff.  Christ is said to be the angel of JHWH in Gen 24:7, 40; Ex 23:20, 32:34; 1 Chr 21:15-18; Isa 63:9; Zech 1:12-13.  Because Christ is always the visible member of the Trinity, He never appears as the angel of JHWH after the First Advent, Jn 6:46, 1:18; 1 Tim 6:16.



(2)  Christophanies were post-resurrection appearances.



(3)  The First and Second Advents.  Phil 2:6, “who though He existed in the essence of God, He did not think equality with God a gain to be seized.”
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