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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the connective use of the conjunction KAI to introduce a result which comes from what precedes, and should be translated “And so.”  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means, “to have.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which expresses a state or condition that perpetually exists.  We have the word of God forever.


The active voice indicates that the Church produces the action of having Church Age doctrine found in the New Testament.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular comparative form of the adjective BEBAIOS, which means “more reliable, dependable, or certain.”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective PROPHĒTIKOS with the noun LOGOS, which means “the prophetic word, preaching, proclamation, instruction, teaching, message, assertion, or declaration.”
“And so we have a more reliable prophetic declaration,”
is the dative of reference from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with reference to which” and refers back to the masculine singular noun LOGOS, the “more 
reliable prophetic declaration” contained in the word of God.

is the adverb KALWS, meaning “fitly, appropriately, in the right way, splendidly, very well, beautifully;” in a moral sense “commendably, in a manner free from objection; beneficially, acceptably; rightly, correctly” and with the second person plural present active indicative of the verb POIEW, meaning “to do,” it means “to do what is right, to do well.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  Peter reasonably expects that these believers will do what is right by giving the highest priority to Bible doctrine in their souls.


The active voice indicates that these believers to whom Peter writes, and by extension all Church Age believers, produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the nominative of explanation second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb PROSECHW, which means “to turn one’s mind; to pay attention to, give heed to, or follow.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for an action begun in the past, which continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that all believers should be producing the action of paying attention to the more reliable prophetic declaration of the word of God as contained in the New Testament canon.


The participle is a modal participle, which indicates the manner in which the action of the main verb (doing well) takes place.  Like the instrumental participle, the modal participle is sometimes translated with the word “by.”
“with reference to which [declaration] you do well by paying attention”
 is the comparative use of the relative adverb HWS from the relative pronoun HOS, which means “as.”  It frequently denotes comparison, but not here.  Here it is used to introduce the actual characteristic quality of a person, thing, or action.

 is the dative indirect object from the masculine singular noun LUCHNOS, which means “to a lamp.”  With this we have the dative masculine singular present active participle from the verb PHAINW, which means, “to shine, give light.”

The present tense is a tendential present for what should be taking place right now but is not.


The active voice indicates that all believers should be producing this action of having the doctrine in their souls shine forth for all to see.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular adjective AUCHMĒROS, which means “dry, dirty, or dark.”  This is the only use of this word in the New Testament.  With this we have the locative of place from the masculine singular noun TOPOS, meaning “place.”  The phrase is translated “in a dark place.”
“as to a light shining in a dark place,”
is the temporal conjunction HEWS used as an improper preposition.  It is used with the genitive of time from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS to mean “until which time = until.”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, which means “the day.”
 is the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb DIAUGAZW, which means “to shine through; to dawn, break (of the day dawning, or the day breaking).”

The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which uses the aorist tense for dramatic effect or emphasis.


The active voice indicates that the day produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HEWS OU to form a temporal clause, which implies indefiniteness as to the time of realization.

is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PHWSPHOROS, used as a substantive, meaning “the Morning Star.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ANATELLW, which means, “to rise, spring up.”

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist which contemplates the whole of the action from its beginning.


The active voice indicates that the Morning Star produces the action of rising.


The subjunctive mood is used with HEWS OU to form a temporal clause, which implies indefiniteness as to the time of realization.

is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA, meaning “hearts” and refers to the right lobe of the soul.  Finally, we have the possessive genitive second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The phrase is translated “in your hearts,” that is, the thinking part of the human soul.
“until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts.”
2 Pet 1:19 corrected translation
“And so we have a more reliable prophetic declaration, with reference to which [declaration] you do well by paying attention as a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter makes three points in this verse:


a.  The written word of God is more reliable than the spoken word of God.


b.  It is important for us to pay attention to the written word of God.


c.  We need to persevere in learning the word of God until we reach the point of occupation with the person of Christ.

2.  First, Peter comes to a remarkable conclusion—we have something provided for us as Church Age believers, which is better than the voice of God directly to mankind.  We have the written word of God contained in the New Testament scriptures.


a.  God has magnified His written word above and beyond His own person, declares Ps 138:2.


b.  The written word of God is alive and powerful, declares Heb 4:12.


c.  “The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever,” declares Isa 40:8.


d.  “‘Man shall not live on bread only, but by means of every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God,’” declares Dt 8:3 and Mt 4:4.


e.  Our Lord Jesus Christ has an eternal title as the word of God, Rev 19:13, “He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The word of God.”

f.  God has put His word in writing and made His written word more important than anything else that exists, including Himself.  Why?  This is a guarantee of His eternal virtue and integrity.  God’s virtue and integrity depend on God keeping His word, doing what He says He will do, and keeping His promises to His creatures.  Satan has declared that God will not keep His word; that God will not provide salvation for His creatures; that God will not give eternal life to those who believe in Him.


g.  So Peter’s whole argument here is:  “May grace and prosperity be multiplied to you by means of the full knowledge of Jesus our Lord, because His divine power has bestowed on us all things with reference to life, even the spiritual life through the full knowledge of Him [God the Father] who called us to His own glory and virtue.  Through which things (pertaining to the spiritual life) He has bestowed on us His precious and great promises.  For not having followed slyly concocted stories, we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And so we have a more reliable prophetic declaration.”

h.  Why is the written word of God more reliable than the spoken word of God?  Because, just as we have seen in the testimony of the various witnesses to the transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ, people don’t always hear everything that is said, and cannot always repeat it completely word for word without leaving anything out.  But with the written word there is an exact historical record of exactly what was said, what was promised by God.

3.  Peter’s second point is that since we do have the most reliable means of communication from God—His written word—it is to our advantage to pay attention to it.


a.  The phrase “you do well” is a reference to the production of virtue, honor, integrity, gratitude, and capacity in our soul.


b.  When we pay attention to the teaching of doctrine and not just hear it but also observe what it says, then honor, virtue, integrity, gratitude, and capacity are produced in our soul.


c.  The word of God is a light shining in a dark place.  The dark place is Satan’s cosmic system.  Satan uses error, lies, and deception mixed with truth to make people believe what they want to believe.  The word of God is the only light that penetrates through all the errors, lies, and deception to reveal the absolute truth.


d.  Since the word of God is our only real source of absolute truth in life, it is to our absolute benefit to pay attention to it.


e.  We don’t pay attention to the word of God, by listening to it occasionally.  We have to make it our number one priority in life.  We must set aside a portion of each day to learn what God has for our soul, just as we set aside a portion of each day for rest, relaxation, food, hygiene, work, and play.

4.  Peter’s forth point is how long we must do this in our life.


a.  How long do we have to learn doctrine?  This verse says, “until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in our hearts.”  What does this mean?


b.  The dawning of the day is when we start to see light in the sky and what is barely visible in the dark becomes perfectly clear.


c.  The Morning Star is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are to learn the word of God until Jesus Christ rises in our heart, the right side of our soul, where doctrine is applied to life.

d.  Jesus Christ rising in the our thinking is a verbal metaphor for being occupied with Christ.


e.  Therefore, we are to keep on learning Bible doctrine, the word of God, until we become occupied with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Once we have reached occupation with Christ, we will completely understand and believe the absolute need for the daily intake of doctrine.  From then on we don’t need a command from the word of God to motivate us; we will motivate ourselves because of our personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ.


f.  The fact that our Lord Jesus Christ is the Morning Star is taught in the following passages.



(1)  The “Bright Morning Star” as part of our Lord’s third royal title is mentioned specifically in Rev 22:16 and 2 Pet 1:19.



(2)  This title was given to our Lord at His ascension and session, and is related to both the strategic and tactical victory of the angelic conflict.  Rev 22:16, “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to declare these things to you for the churches; I am the root [Jesus Christ as eternal God], and the descendent of David [Jesus Christ in Hypostatic Union], the bright morning star [His title for the first and second advents].”


(3)  In Num 24:17, this title is related to our Lord’s strategic victory.  “I see Him, but not now, I behold Him, but not near.  Behold, a star [Christ as the morning star] shall come forth from Jacob [First Advent], and a scepter shall rise from Israel [Second Advent].”


(4)  Mt 2:2 is a reference to the morning star related to the First Advent.
5.  The ultimate eternal decoration for any Church Age believer is called “the Order of the Morning Star.”

a.  The order of the morning star is named after our Lord’s royal title and is given to believers for their historical impact in the Church Age.  It authorizes the recipient to reign with Christ in the Millennium and hold the highest privileges for all eternity.  Such a believer can eat from the tree of life in the paradise of God, located in the New Jerusalem.


b.  This is the highest decoration awarded to any Church Age believer with the greatest amount of blessings.  Rev 2:26. “Furthermore, the winner, even he who keeps My assignments [the fulfillment of the protocol plan of God to spiritual self-esteem and spiritual maturity] until the end [of his life], to him I will give authority over the nations.”  Rev 2:28, “Furthermore I will give to him the order of the Morning Star.”

c.  This award is part of a new and eternal order of chivalry, and will be worn by invisible heroes for their ultimate in invisible impact as mature believers.  It is for the maintenance of spiritual maturity status.  Receiving this reward is the highest manifestation of glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ in the Church Age.


d.  With this decoration all winners will wear a special uniform of glory mentioned in Rev 3:4.


e.  The mature believer will be a king over a Gentile nation during the Millennium.


f.  There are seven privileges that accompany the order of the morning star.



(1)  The uniform of honor, being invisible and worn in the soul, is exchanged at the judgment seat of Christ for the uniform of glory.  It was first modeled by Jesus Christ on the 
Mount of Transfiguration.  Mt 17, “and His clothes became white as light.”  The uniform of glory is a monument to right decisions.  The uniform of glory is given as a translucent light, which covers the resurrection body.  Rev 3:4-5, “they will walk with Me in whites.”  The uniform of glory distinguishes the winner believer from the loser believer.



(2)  The Order of the Morning Star includes presentation in the court of heaven during the Tribulation.  Only those on the honors list are taken to heaven and presented to God the Father.  The honors list is made up of those believers who make Bible doctrine their highest priority daily.  Rev 3:5, “Thus the winner shall be clothed in white garments and I will never blot his title [the winner is knighted at the judgment seat of Christ] out of the book of life.  In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and before His angels [a formal presentation].”


(3)  A new knighthood and eternal order of chivalry belongs to the believer winning this award, Rev 2:17 cf. Col 3:4.  A new order of chivalry includes a new title after your name in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  The new knighthood is given to the winner.  Rev 2:17, “To the winner, I will give him blessing from the hidden manna [blessing for time and eternity]; also I will give him a white pebble [the resurrection body, God’s final vote of justification—they voted with colored pebbles in the ancient world] and on that white pebble has been inscribed a new title [your royal patent in the eternal heraldry] which no one knows [you are an anonymous hero during the Church Age].”


(4)  The winner will rule with Christ during the Millennium.  There are six different approaches with regard to ruling with Christ.




(a)  The a fortiori approach is found in Rom 5:17, “For if by the transgression of one spiritual death ruled by that one, much more, they who receive in life this surplus from grace [blessing] and the gift of righteousness, much more, they shall rule through that One Jesus Christ.”



(b)  The sarcastic approach is found in 1 Cor 4:8, “You are already filled [with private sins]; you have already become rich [but not from blessing]; you have become kings without us.  How I wish you really had become kings, so that we might also rule with you.”



(c)  The eternal security approach is taught in 2 Tim 2:12, “If we endure [perpetuation of spiritual life], we shall also rule...”



(d)  The parable approach is found in Lk 19:12ff, especially verses 17 and 19.  To “take charge over ten cities” means rulership.




(e)  The direct approach is taught in Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will give to him the reward of sitting with Me on my throne, as I have won and sat down with My Father on His throne.”  Rev 20:4, “And they ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”



(f)  The Morning Star approach is found in Rev 2:26-28.



(5)  Our name is recorded in the permanent historical record section of the heavenly Temple because of our invisible impact on history during the Church Age, Rev 3:12a.




(a)  The impact of the winner is anonymous as far as the record of history is concerned, but not as far as God is concerned.




(b)  The mature believer’s historical record will be recorded forever in the heavenly temple.  Each pillar will have the record of his life as a winner.




(c)  Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God.”  The temple of God is the eternal record center in the future.




(d)  In Gal 2:9 the mature believer is currently called a pillar of the church.  “Furthermore, he will never again [go outside] vanish from history.  Also, I will emblazon on him the title of My God, and the name of the city of My God, [this will be his pass to enter the eternal city, the New Jerusalem, a satellite city suspended above the earth in the atmosphere or in space] the new Jerusalem, which shall descend from heaven from My God; also My new title [King of kings, Lord of lords, Bright Morning Star].”


(6)  We are the recipients of a coat of arms of glory, Rev 3:12b.


(7)  The winner has membership in the Paradise Club forever.  Membership includes three special privileges: related to the tree of life, related to the gazebo in the garden, and access to the paradise of God itself.  We are members of a special club with special parties to which only we are invited.  Rev 2:7, 14, “...To the winner, I will give to him the privilege of eating from the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.”  “Blessed are they [winners] who have washed their robes [rebound], that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city [New Jerusalem].”  The tree of life is the ultimate in eternal reward and blessing.
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