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is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE used to introduce a mild contrast and translated “But.”  With this we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb SPOUDAZW, which means “to hurry, hasten; to be zealous, to be eager, take pains, make every effort, to be diligent.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place.


The active voice indicates that Peter will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, which means “also.” 

“But I will also be diligent,”
 is the adverb of time HEKASTOTE, which means “at all times, always.”  This adverb modifies the infinitive, which follows, and not the main verb which precedes it, just as Peter used an adverb to modify an infinitive which followed instead of the preceding main verb in verse 12.  This is the only use of this word in the New Testament.

is the present active infinitive from the verb ECHW, which when used with a following infinitive means “to have the possibility, can, be able, be in a position.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used to state a confident assertion about something that will take place in the future.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom Peter is writing will produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result, and functions as a finite verb in the infinitive-accusative construction.
 is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”  The noun or pronoun in the accusative case functions as the subject of the infinitive in Greek.  The phrase is translated “so that you might be able.”
 is the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine singular article and noun EXODOS, which means “after the departure.”  With this we have the accusative feminine first person singular personal pronoun EMOS, meaning “my.”  This is a reference to Peter’s death.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MNĒNĒ, which means “a remembrance or memory.”  When used with the infinitive of POIEW (coming up next) it is an idiom, which means, “to recall something to mind.”  With this we also have the objective genitive from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”
is the present middle infinitive from the verb POIEW, which used with MNĒMĒ is an idiomatic expression meaning “to recall to mind.”  Literally it says “to make a remembrance of these things.”

The present tense is a futuristic present to state a fact that is certain to happen in the future.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on the individual believer as the one who remembers doctrine in his own interest for his own benefit.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb ECHW, meaning ‘to have’ in the sense ‘to be able’, which requires a complementary infinitive to complete its meaning.

“so that you might always be able after my departure to recall these things to mind.”
2 Pet 1:15 corrected translation
“But I will also be diligent, so that you might always be able after my departure to recall these things to mind.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter adds a final statement to complete his thought.  After he is dead, he wants all believers to be able to remember the doctrines he has taught.  Therefore, in order for them to remember, he is going to keep on diligently studying and repeating Bible teaching.

2.  Memory.


a.  Memory is a vital function of the mentality of the soul related to one’s capacity for life, happiness, and absorption of doctrine.


b.  It is the mental capacity of retaining unconscious traces of conscious impressions and recalling those traces to consciousness with attendant understanding.


c.  Memory includes the power of retention and recollection.  Therefore, memory is a combination of retention and recollection.  Memory obviously is a part of capacity for life.  If we cannot remember things, then we cannot relate the present or the future to the past and have any appreciation for what is happening now or is about to happen.


d.  Memory is also the function of the mentality of the soul in identification and perception of what has been previously learned.


e.  Memory includes the concept of people living in our souls.  It is the perpetuation of thinking about people we love.


f.  Another facet of memory is commemoration, which is the perpetuation of knowledge of people or any event.


g.  There are principles of memory, such as the communion table.  This is when we recall through the ministry of the Holy Spirit those doctrines pertaining specifically to the uniqueness of Christ and His work on the cross, and we relate it to our spiritual life and gratitude toward God.  Communion is designed to remember the Lord until the Rapture, Lk 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25.  Memory and thanksgiving are related.

h.  Memory is a part of personal love toward God, Eccl 12:1.  We should store good memories as a defense against degeneracy, Ps 145:7-10.


i.  The mature believer is a pleasant memory to others, Phil 1:3; Prov 10:7.


j.  Bible doctrine in the memory center of the soul must have number one priority, 2 Pet 1:12-13.  Repeated Bible teaching produces memory of doctrine.  Stability comes from remembering the doctrine you have learned.


k.  Memory of discipline produces misery; while memory of blessing produces happiness, Lam 3:16-24.


l.  Doctrine in the memory center is designed to orient the believer to logistical grace.  Ps 103:2, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not His benefits.”

m.  The importance of doctrine in the memory center is taught in Ps 119:16, 83, 93, 109, 141; Prov 4:5.  We cannot apply doctrine unless we remember it.  Acquire doctrine, and don’t forget it.


n.  Memory is also used as an anthropopathism, Heb 2:6.  Memory is ascribed to God to encourage the believer about divine faithfulness.  God has not forgotten us.


o.  Negative aspects of memory.



(1)  Judging and maligning other believers destroys the blessings of memory, Job 13:2-12.



(2)  For the unbeliever, memory has regrets beyond death, Lk 16:25.



(3)  Too much drinking causes a ruler to forget his responsibilities, Prov 31:4-5.



(4)  The memory center has the job of recalling sins, Num 5:15; Heb 10:3.  This is necessary for the use of the recovery from sinfulness.



(5)  The exercise of the fifth cycle of discipline blots out the memory of that nation in history, Ex 17:14.



(6)  The degenerate believer is not remembered, Job 18:17.



(7)  The degenerate believer does not remember the Lord, especially when under the sin unto death, unless he changes his attitude, Ps 6:4-5.

3.  Memory is critical to solving problems in life, Mk 8:13-21.


a.  The key to understanding this passage is understanding that our Lord was teaching the disciples the problem-solving devices and they weren’t catching on.


b.  Our Lord taught the disciples using illustrations.  Two of His greatest illustrations were feeding the five thousand and then feeding the four thousand.


c.  In verse 15 our Lord gives them a command, “Watch out!  Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”  What was the leaven of the Pharisees?  Legalism or the religious solution to the problems of life.  What was the leaven of Herod?  Politics or the political solution to the problems of life.


d.  Our Lord is telling them to beware of using the religious or political methods of solving problems in life.  The disciples did not understand what He was talking about, so He asked them if they remembered the two doctrinal illustrations He provided by feeding large numbers of people when there was no food.


e.  The feeding of the five thousand and the four thousand were divine solutions to problems in life.  Our Lord’s point is that the divine solution to the problems of life is the only solution.  Human solutions are no solutions.


f.  And the key to problem-solving is that we have to remember what we have learned.  And if we cannot remember what we have learned, then we must ask ourselves the question our Lord asked His disciples, “Do we have a hardened heart?  Do we have scar tissue of the soul?”
4.  We are commanded to remember our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 Tim 2:8, “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, according to my gospel.”
5.  The function of doctrinal communication is to help us remember the doctrines we have previously learned, 2 Pet 3:1-2, “Beloved, this is now the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.”  Compare Jude 1:17, “But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
6.  For the believer who does not remember the doctrine he has been taught, there is the following warning in Rev 3:3, “Therefore, remember what you have received and heard; and guard it [by executing it through living your very own spiritual life], and change your thinking.  Therefore if you are not alert, I will come like a thief [both suddenly and violently], and you will not know at what hour I will come to you [in divine discipline].”
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