2 Corinthians 9:9



- is the comparative conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that the Scripture receives the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

“just as it stands written,”

- is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SKORPIZW, which means “to scatter abroad, distribute.”
  Paul could not have picked a better word to describe exactly what the Corinthians were doing by providing financial support for the believers in Jerusalem.  They were distributing financial support abroad.


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a universal truth or generally accepted fact.


The active voice indicates that the mature believer produces the action.  In this case we have God using the Corinthians as His agents to perform the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“‘He distributes abroad;”

 - is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, meaning “to give.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a universal truth or generally accepted fact.


The active voice indicates that the mature believer produces the action.  Again we have God using the Corinthians as His agents to perform the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and adjective PENĒS, which is used as a substantive, and means “to the poor, needy man.”

“he gives to the poor;”

 - is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “righteousness in the sense of fulfilling the divine statutes.  It can also mean the practice of piety originating from this uprightness.  It can mean mercy, charitableness (2 Cor 9:9) participation in which belongs, according to Mt 6:1f, to the practice of piety.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “his.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, continue.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the righteousness of God continues forever, whether it is found in God or in the believer.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of the extent of time from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, which means literally, “for the time, age; to eternity, eternally, in perpetuity.”

“His righteousness continues eternally’.”
2 Cor 9:9 corrected translation
“just as it stands written, ‘He distributes abroad; he gives to the poor; His righteousness continues eternally’.”

Explanation:
1.  “just as it stands written,”

a.  This is a quotation from the LXX of Ps 112:9, “He has given freely to the poor, His righteousness endures forever.”  The Hebrew has the additional phrase “His horn will be exalted in honor,” which is not quoted here.  Paul definitely took this quote from the Septuagint and not the Hebrew text, though the Hebrew text says the same thing for the portion that he quoted.


b.  The entire Psalm is about the graciousness and generosity of the mature believer.

Ps 112:1 Praise the Lord! How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, Who greatly delights in His commandments.

Ps 112:2 His descendants will be mighty on earth; The generation of the upright will be blessed.

Ps 112:3 Wealth and riches are in his house, And his righteousness endures forever.

Ps 112:4 Light arises in the darkness for the upright; He is gracious and compassionate and righteous.

Ps 112:5 It is well with the man who is gracious and lends; He will maintain his cause in judgment.

Ps 112:6 For he will never be shaken; The righteous will be remembered forever.

Ps 112:7 He will not fear evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.

Ps 112:8 His heart is upheld, he will not fear, Until he looks with satisfaction on his adversaries.

Ps 112:9 He has given freely to the poor, His righteousness endures forever; His horn will be exalted in honor.

Ps 112:10 The wicked will see it and be vexed, He will gnash his teeth and melt away; The desire of the wicked will perish.

2.  “‘He distributes abroad;”

a.  There are two possible subjects here and both are equally correct.



(1)  The context of Ps 112 refers to the mature believer.



(2)  But the action of the mature believer is a reflection of love of God.  Thus God motivates his actions and works through the mature believer to produce many things in human history.



(3)  God is the ultimate source of all blessings to the poor, and He works through the mature believer to produce this action.


b.  Paul takes the dogmatic statement of Ps 112:9 and makes it a prophecy of what the Gentiles church would do for the Jerusalem church at the beginning of the Church Age.


c.  It was the Jew who was scattered abroad in the Dispersion after the Babylonian captivity.


d.  It was the Jew who was expected to scatter the gospel abroad to the Gentile unbelievers.


e.  However, God has turned the world upside down with the Church Age.  Now the Gentile believers of the Church Age were supporting the Jewish churches of Jerusalem, because they were being persecuted by their fellow Jewish unbelievers.


f.  So in this statement Paul is showing the Corinthians that they are fulfilling Scripture by taking up this collection for the poor and sending it abroad.


g.  This was a powerful argument; for how could the Corinthian believers go against the word of God and refuse to participate in this collection, when it was a fulfillment of the word of God?
3.  “he gives to the poor;”

a.  Again the actual subject from the context of Ps 112 is the mature believer and by application the Corinthian church, which God is using to accomplish His desire.


b.  Giving to the poor is always a virtue throughout Scripture.



(1)  Ex 22:25, “If you lend money to My people, to the poor among you, you are not to act as a creditor to him; you shall not charge him interest.”



(2)  Lev 19:15, “You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor nor defer to the great, but you are to judge your neighbor fairly.”



(3)  Dt 15:4, “However, there will be no poor among you, since the Lord will surely bless you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess,”



(4)  Dt 15:11, “For the poor will never cease to be in the land; therefore I command you, saying, ‘You shall freely open your hand to your brother, to your needy and poor in your land.’”



(5)  Job 34:19, “Who shows no partiality to princes nor regards the rich above the poor, For they all are the work of His hands?”



(6)  Prov 14:21, “He who despises his neighbor sins, but happy is he who is gracious to the poor.”



(7)  Prov 14:31, “He who oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, but he who is gracious to the needy honors Him.”



(8)  Prov 19:17, “One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his good deed.”



(9)  Prov 21:13, “He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be answered.”



(10)  Prov 22:9, “He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.”



(11)  Prov 22:16, “He who oppresses the poor to make more for himself or who gives to the rich, will only come to poverty.”



(12)  Prov 28:8, “He who increases his wealth by interest and usury gathers it for him who is gracious to the poor.”



(13)  Prov 28:27, “He who gives to the poor will never want, but he who shuts his eyes will have many curses.”



(14)  Prov 31:20, “She extends her hand to the poor, and she stretches out her hands to the needy.”



(15)  Isa 58:7, “Is it not to divide your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into the house; when you see the naked, to cover him; and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?”



(16)  Mt 6:2-3, “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”



(17)  Mk 14:5, “‘For this perfume might have been sold for over three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.’ And they were scolding her.”



(18)  Mk 14:7, “For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them; but you do not always have Me.”



(19)  Lk 6:20, “And turning His gaze toward His disciples, He began to say, ‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.’”



(20)  Jn 13:29, “For some were supposing, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus was saying to him, ‘Buy the things we have need of for the feast’; or else, that he should give something to the poor.”



(21)  Rom 15:26, “For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.”



(22)  Gal 2:10, “They only asked us to remember the poor the very thing I also was eager to do.”



(23)  Jam 2:5, “Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?”

4.  “His righteousness continues eternally’.”

a.  This statement is obviously true of God, who has eternal righteousness.


b.  But the context of Ps 112 and its application by Paul in our passage refers it to the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  We are given the righteousness of God at the moment of salvation as one of the thirty-nine irrevocable things we receive from God.


d.  There is nothing we can do to ever destroy or lose this righteousness given to us by God.


e.  The imputed righteousness of God will remain or continue with us for the rest of eternity.


f.  God’s righteousness continues eternally whether it is found in God or in us.  It is an absolute.


g.  So what is the point Paul is trying to make to the Corinthians?



(1)  You have God’s very own righteousness.



(2)  God always does the right thing because He is righteous.



(3)  Since you have God’s righteousness, you are also expected to do the right thing.



(4)  God’s righteousness continues forever.



(5)  You received God’s righteousness at the moment of salvation.



(6)  Therefore God expects you to be righteous now.



(7)  Giving to the poor is the right thing to do.



(8)  Giving to the poor is what God does.



(9)  You have God’s righteousness and represent Him.  Therefore, you should do what the righteousness of God would do and give to the poor believers in need as well.
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