2 Corinthians 9:6



- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Moreover, Now” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to what follows “especially before clauses that express a statement, purpose, result, or condition, which it introduces: with direct discourse following this is what I mean Gal 3:17; in ellipsis the point is this 2 Cor 9:6.”

“Now the point is this,”

- is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb SPEIRW, which means “to sow.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, “the one who.”


The present tense is a gnomic present to express a maxim.


The active voice indicates that the individual believer produces the action of giving.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have two occurrences of the adverb of manner PHEIDOMENWS, formed from the participle PHEIDOMENOS, and “pertaining to what is done in a limited, sparing manner and of negligible quantity or extent - ‘sparingly, in a limited manner.’”
  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb THERIZW, which means “to reap, harvest.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if these conditions are present or what will always be true under a given set of circumstances.


The active voice indicates that the individual believer produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“the one who sows sparingly, sparingly also he will harvest,”

 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb SPEIRW, which means “to sow.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun “the one who.”


The present tense is a gnomic present to express a maxim.


The active voice indicates that the individual believer produces the action of giving.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine plural noun EULOGIA, which literally means “in blessing,” but is used as an adverb meaning “generously.”  The prepositional phrase is repeated as the adverb was repeated in the previous clause above.  Then we have the adjunctive use of KAI again, meaning “also.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb THERIZW, which means “to reap, harvest.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if these conditions are present or what will always be true under a given set of circumstances.


The active voice indicates that the individual believer produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and the one who sows generously, generously also he will harvest.”
2 Cor 9:6 corrected translation
“Now the point is this, the one who sows sparingly, sparingly also he will harvest, and the one who sows generously, generously also he will harvest.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the point is this,”

a.  Paul continues with his subject of giving, but now makes one of his main points.


b.  When it came to the subject of money, Paul did not beat around the bush.  He did not speak indirectly, but stated the principles clearly and forthrightly.


c.  Certain things in life require total honesty, directness, and trustworthiness, such as: the word of God, marriage, and business or financial affairs.

2.  “the one who sows sparingly, sparingly also he will harvest,”

a.  This is one principle with two sides.


b.  The one who sows is the believer.


c.  What he sows is the use of the assets God has given him.


d.  Those assets may be money, which is the subject here, but can also be other things such as time, physical energy, mental energy, or any number of things in life.


e.  The principle is simple: if a farmer plants a small field, he gets a small harvest; if he plants a large field, he gets a large harvest.  It is in direct proportion.


f.  Notice that all believers will harvest something; for all believers have something to sow.


g.  God always provides more than enough for us to sow.  We can sow as much as we want.  We are not limited by God in what we can sow.  We may not have a large amount of money to give, but we can have as much motivation to give as we want.  We also have plenty of time to pray for others.


h.  Believers don’t give because they have no confidence in God.  They think God will not replace what they give in grace to others.


i.  This is simply distrust of God.



(1)  It is lack of obedience to God’s will.



(2)  It is lack of respect for God’s promise.



(3)  It is lack of love for God.



(4)  It is lack of a personal sense of destiny.



(5)  It is preoccupation with self rather than occupation with Christ.

3.  “and the one who sows generously, generously also he will harvest.”

a.  The other side of this two-sided principle is great blessings that come to the believer who is generous to others as God has been generous to him.


b.  We harvest both in time and eternity.  What do we harvest?



(1)  It depends on what we sow.



(2)  If we give money, then God provides more money so that we are never without the means to give.  God provides the money to give in the first place, second place, third place, and so on.



(3)  If we give time, then God provides more time to give more time.



(4)  If we give prayers, then God answers the prayers and give us more opportunity to pray.



(5)  Regardless of how we give of ourselves, God provides the means for us to continue giving.



(6)  We harvest great spiritual blessings, such as:




(a)  Obedience to God.




(b)  Fellowship with God.




(c)  A relaxed mental attitude and confidence in God.




(d)  Respect for God.




(e)  A personal sense of destiny.




(f)  Personal love for God.




(g)  Contentment, tranquility, and sharing the happiness of God.




(h)  Occupation with Christ.



(7)  We harvest great material blessings, such as blessing by association to others and  heritage blessings to our family and loved ones.  If you give money, God replaces the money, as long as you don’t worry about when or how God is going to do that.  That worrying is distrust of God, which obligates God to discipline you instead.  Sometimes He does this by making you go without the money you think you need, just to teach you how much you don’t need it.



(8)  The amount is not the issue.  The principle is the issue.  Paul’s main point is the principle of giving, not the amount given.

4.  Related Scriptures:


a.  Prov 11:24-25, “There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, And there is one who withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in want.  The generous man will be prosperous, And he who waters will himself be watered.”


b.  Prov 22:9, “He who is generous will be blessed, For he gives some of his food to the poor.”


c.  Gal 6:7, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”


d.  Gal 6:9, “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.”

5.  Our Lord established this principle when He taught:


a.  Mt 6:2-4, “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”


b.  Mt 10:40-42, “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.  He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.  And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”


c.  Lk 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you.  They will pour into your lap a good measure pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.”


d.  Lk 11:41, “But give that which is within as charity, and then all things are clean for you.”

6.  The Problem of Possessions.


a.  There are three passages in the gospels that are considered problem passages because they seem to say that a person cannot be saved unless they sell everything they own.


b.  The passages are:



(1)  Mt 19:21, “Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’”



(2)  Lk 12:33, “Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys.”



(3)  Lk 14:33, “So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.”


c.  These passages cannot be understood without understanding the historical background of the times in which our Lord lived.



(1)  The rich people in Israel were the religious crowd, made up of the Pharisees, Scribes, and Sadducees.



(2)  They equated their wealth (possessions) with blessing from God, which it was.  But they further assumed that because they were wealthy, this guaranteed their good standing before God.  In other words, their wealth was God’s evidence of their salvation.  Therefore, they did not need to be saved, because God already considered them wealthy and had demonstrated this by making them rich.



(3)  Therefore, when our Lord speaks to these people He is making it very clear that their wealth will not save them.  They were depending on their prosperity as the proof of God’s blessing them as the guarantee of eternal salvation.  Our Lord was trying to radically break this pattern of thinking, so that they could understand that they were completely out of line with the thinking of God.



(4)  This was the problem of the rich young man of Mt 19:21.  The context shows that the disciples believed this as well, which is why they were shocked and couldn’t understand what our Lord was saying, Mt 19:22-26, “But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned much property.  And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’  When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’  And looking at them Jesus said to them, ‘With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”



(5)  This also explains the command of Lk 12:33 to “Sell your possessions.”  This doesn’t say to sell everything you own, so that you are destitute and a beggar.  That is a violation of common sense and makes God the author of confusion in the world.  This is a command to stop depending on one’s wealth as the security of relationship with God.  So our Lord is commanding the rich people to get rid of all their excess wealth as a proof that they are not depending on it for their salvation.  He did not expect them to get rid of everything they owned, so that others had to take care of them.


(6)  However the last passage is the most difficult because it does say that a person must give up all of one’s own possessions.  However, two things make this context different than the rest:  the object—My disciple, and the context.



(a)  The context is addressed to the large crowd of people following our Lord, Lk 14:25, “Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them.”  These were believers, not unbelievers.  For our Lord begins His teaching with the assumption that they have already believed in Him, Lk 14:26, “‘If anyone comes to Me [this is a first class condition, if and its true], and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.’”  Our Lord’s point is that family relationships did not prevent this person from believing in Him.  So with the Lord’s Disciples—they had to give up their family relationships as the most important thing in life in order to follow Him for three years and be taught by Him.  (Imagine how Peter’s wife felt about him going off with a bunch of guys for three years running around the countryside.)  Lk 14:27, ‘Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.’  Carrying one’s own cross means being willing to suffer persecution and even die for your faith in Christ.  The Disciples had already made this commitment.  The believers whom our Lord was addressing had not.  Then our Lord gives two examples of what a believer must do in order to live the spiritual life.  He must sit down and think through what it will take to be successful in entire execution of God’s plan, and then do it.  The Disciples have done this.  Lk 14:28-32, “‘For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.  Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand?  Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace.’”



(b)  Then our Lord gives His concluding principle in Lk 14:33, “So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.”  The possessions here must include the things described in the preceding context: relationship with family if it interferes with execution of the spiritual life, security of never having to be concerned for your life, living a life without thought of God, and finally all of one’s excess wealth in life as the means of eternal security.



(c)  Our Lord was showing the crowd of believers what His disciples had to do in order to become His disciples.  No one in the crowd was willing to do these things.  Other things in life were more important to them, and the Lord was making this point.



(d)  Our Lord was not teaching that a believer had to give up all of his possessions in order to be saved or to live the spiritual life.  That is a false gimmick that false teachers use on believers in order to separate them from their money.  God doesn’t need our money.


d.  Let nothing (family, security, a normal life, or wealth) stand in the way of your execution of the spiritual life.
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