2 Corinthians 8:8



- is the strong negative adverb OU, meaning “not” with the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the feminine singular noun EPITAGĒ, which means “a command, an order.”  The adverbial accusative of manner with KATA is used “to indicate the nature, kind, peculiarity or characteristics of a thing (frequently as a periphrasis for the adverb) KATA EXOUSIAN with authority or power Mk 1:27. KATA SUGKURIAN by chance Lk 10:31; KATA AGNOIAN without knowing Acts 3:17; KATA ANTHRWPON 1 Cor 3:3, humanly; KATA KRATOS powerfully, Acts 19:20; KATA LOGON reasonably, rightly; to say something as a concession, not as a command 1 Cor 7:6; cf. 2 Cor 8:8.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”  However, in our English idiom we would say, “I am not giving a command” rather than “I am not saying as a command.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  It presents a picture of what is now happening to the minds of the Corinthian readers as they are thinking about what Paul is saying.

The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I am not giving a command,”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, which means “but.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the feminine singular article and noun SPOUDĒ, which means “through the eagerness, earnestness, or diligence.”
  With this we have the subjective genitive from the masculine plural adjective HETEROS, which means “of others.”

“but through the diligence of others”

 - is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective GNĒSIOS, which means “the genuineness.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, meaning “love” in the sense of impersonal or unconditional love of others.  Also with this we have the feminine singular adjective HUMETEROS, which is the “second person plural possessive pronoun, meaning your (largely replaced by the genitive of the personal pronoun).   It means belonging to or incumbent upon you etc.; Lk 6:20; Jn 8:17; Acts 27:34; 2 Cor 8:8; Gal 6:13.”
  Finally, we have the nominative first person masculine singular present active participle from the verb DOKIMAZW, which means “to prove by testing.”


The first person singular nominative subject refers to Paul as the subject initiating the action.


The present tense is tendential present, which describes the action as what is attempting to accomplish, but has not yet done so.


The active voice indicates that Paul is attempting to produce the action of proving the genuineness of the Corinthian believers’ impersonal love toward other believers.


The participle is circumstantial.

“I am in fact attempting to prove the genuineness of your love.”
2 Cor 8:8 corrected translation
“I am not giving a command, but through the diligence of others I am in fact attempting to prove the genuineness of your love.”
Explanation:
1.  “I am not giving a command,”

a.  As we saw from the previous verse and as is directly stated here by Paul, he is not giving them a command to help others.


b.  Financial support of others, prayer support of others, or any kind of help of others is never demanded by God of us.


c.  Helping others is a privilege, an honor, and an opportunity.


d.  God does not command us to help others, but asks us to do so as a test of our spiritual growth.


e.  The unselfish desire to help another believer or group of believers from the motivation of love and grace is a demonstration of spiritual advance and spiritual maturity.


f.  Just as mature parents do not have to be told to provide for and help their children, so mature believers don’t have to be ordered or commanded to support others in need.


g.  Paul is treating the Corinthians as advancing believers instead of baby believers in carnality.  He can do so because of their reversion recovery and renewed spiritual advance through the ministry of Titus.


h.  Paul didn’t need to order positive volition to do something.  You ask or request positive volition to do something and the person with positive volition gladly complies.


i.  But on the other hand negative volition must be ordered, commanded, told what to do, because what is desired by the person in authority is rejected by the subordinate.


j.  So the fact that Paul is not giving an order here is a great compliment to the renewed positive volition of the Corinthians.  And Paul makes this clear statement of what he is doing to take the wind out of the sails of his critics.

2.  “but through the diligence of others”

a.  Paul now gives us the other side of the coin, that is, he tells us exactly what he is doing and why.


b.  But before he explains what he is saying and why he first gives credit to the ministries of Apollos, Timothy, and Titus, who have diligently taught doctrine and worked with the Corinthians to bring them along spiritually and help them advance in the plan of God.


c.  Many people were involved in the spiritual growth of the Corinthian church:



(1)  Apollos, 1 Cor 1:12.



(2)  Timothy, 1 Cor 16:10; 2 Cor 1:1.



(3)  Titus, 2 Cor 8:23; 12:18.



(4)  Sosthenes, 1 Cor 1:1.



(5)  Chloe’s household, 1 Cor 1:11.



(6)  Stephanas, 1 Cor 1:16; 16:15.



(7)  Fortunatus and Achaicus, 1 Cor 16:17.


d.  It takes a team of people to make a local church successful, and Paul was fully aware of this fact and gives credit to all those who worked together to make the church successful.


e.  Diligence is that which is necessary when the going gets tough, yet you press on in spite of the obstacles.

3.  “I am in fact attempting to prove the genuineness of your love.”

a.  Now Paul tells us exactly what he is attempting to do.


b.  Paul was giving the Corinthians a test.  This is a test that the believers in Ephesus, Galatia, Thessalonica, Philippi, Colossae, and other Greek churches had already passed.


c.  The test was the willingness of the Greek believers to support financially the destitute Jewish believers in Judea.  There was tremendous hatred between the Jews and the Greeks due to racial prejudice.  Both thought they were great and gave no quarter to the other group.


d.  So the fact that Jewish believers would even accept support from Greek believers or that Greek believers would even offer support to the Jews was a tremendous demonstration of Christian love.


e.  Paul’s great desire was to prove to his own friends in Jerusalem how great the love of God for them really was.


f.  He could accomplish this goal by the gracious offering of financial aid from the Greeks believers in the eastern part of the Empire.


g.  Three great things would be proven by this offering of support:



(1)  It would prove to the unbelieving Jews in Jerusalem the power of God’s love to motivate those who loved Him to be gracious to others in need.  The mutual support of Gentile and Jewish believers would be a testimony to the unbelieving Jews of the power of God’s love and so motivate them to want to know about Christ.



(2)  It would prove to the Jewish believers in Jerusalem the power of the word of God in the souls of Gentile believers as equally effective in demonstrating the love of God for the world.  This would permanently shut the months of the Judaizers in the Jerusalem church.



(3)  It would prove to Satan and the fallen angels the power of the love of God in the spiritual lives of believers, who once worshipped at the pagan temples in Corinth.  Thus the genuineness of impersonal, unconditional love in the souls of Corinthian believers was a demonstration to Satan and the fallen angels of the genuineness of the unconditional love of God toward all His creatures.  This was a tremendous witness against Satan in his appeal trial.


h.  The genuineness of love takes action to help others.



(1)  There is a pseudo-love, which seeks to help others, but does so in order to use people to gain another objective, such as: power, approbation, recognition, social standing, etc.



(2)  However, the genuine love of the brethren or unconditional love for others can only come from the motivation of personal love for God and occupation with Christ.



(3)  Unconditional, impersonal love wants to help others.  It cares about others and takes action to help those in genuine need.  You can give some beggars a coin more valuable than money and they will throw it away in disgust and ridicule you in the process.  They are not in genuine need of help.  We owe them the gospel and nothing more.



(4)  However, there are many believers in legitimate need of financial and prayer support, in need of conversation, companionship, friendship, and your time.  These things can also be given from the genuine motivation of your personal love for God.



(5)  Regardless of the need of others, the mature believer recognizes the need and takes action to help in whatever way he or she can.  Spiritual maturity does not sit on its hands and do nothing.
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