2 Corinthians 8:6



 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the neuter singular article and the aorist active infinitive from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to appeal to, urge, exhort, encourage.”


The preposition EIS with the infinitive is used here to introduce an actual result and should be translated “so that.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of urging Titus into a single whole and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his team produced the action of urging Titus to do something.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result and general reference, in which the infinitive functions as a main verb, with an accusative substantive functioning as the subject of the infinitive.

This is followed by the accusative of general reference from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning ‘us’ but functioning as the subject of the infinitive PARAKALEW and translated “we.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper name TITOS, which we transliterate as “Titus.”
“so that we appealed to Titus,”

- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause, and should be translated “that.”  This is followed by the adverb of manner KATHWS, meaning “as.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb PROENARCHOMAI, which means “to begin an activity previously - ‘to begin previously’”
 “to begin (beforehand).”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates Titus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“that as he began previously”

 - is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “so” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EPITELEW, which means “to finish, complete” something already begun.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the ministry of Titus in Corinth into a single whole.


The active voice indicates Titus produces the action potentially.


The subjunctive mood indicates a potential, an opportunity that Titus might be able to fulfill.  It all depends on the volition of the Corinthian believers.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you.”  A similar construction was seen in 1 Cor 16:1, “concerning the offering for the saints (EIS TOUS HAGIOUS).”  Then we have the adjunctive use of KAI, meaning “also.”  The NASV has a very good translation of this use of KAI here in the words “as well.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “practical application of goodwill, a (sign of) favor, gracious deed or gift, benefaction.”
  With this we have the accusative feminine singular from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”

“so also he might complete for you this gracious deed as well.”
2 Cor 8:6 corrected translation
“so that we appealed to Titus, that as he began previously, so also he might complete for you this gracious deed as well.”

Explanation:
1.  “so that we appealed to Titus,”


a.  The entire sentence reads, “Because according to ability, I testify, even beyond ability, [they were] voluntary ones, with a profound appeal, asking of us the gracious favor, that is, the participation of support for the saints, and yet not to the degree that we expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by means of the will of God, so that we appealed to Titus, that as he began previously, so also he might complete for you this gracious deed as well.”


b.  Contrary to some translations there is not a sentence break here.  The sentence continues on from the previous three verses and does not end until the end of this verse.


c.  Paul has introduced the motivation and actions of the Macedonian believers in wanting to contribute to the support of the destitute Christians in and around Jerusalem.  The Macedonians were Paul’s example to the Corinthians of what they also have the privilege and opportunity of doing.


d.  Because of what happened in the churches of Philippi and Thessalonica, Paul wanted the same thing to happen in Corinth.  He wanted the Corinthians to have the same privilege and opportunity to glorify the Lord by giving of themselves unselfishly to others in need.


e.  The great problem in Corinth was self-absorption or preoccupation with self.


f.  Paul combats this problem in three ways.



(1)  Their motivation has to be changed from the lust to please self to the motivation of the desire to please God.  This is reciprocal love for God or reciprocity, which is taught in 1 Jn 4:19.  Personal love for God is the only legitimate motivation in life.



(2)  The second way Paul attacks the problem is by teaching correct doctrinal principles, so that the Corinthians will understand what is expected of them and why.



(3)  The third way Paul attacks the problem is by offering the Corinthians an opportunity to demonstrate their faith, their system of values, their belief system by their actions of love directed toward others.


g.  So Paul makes an urgent appeal to Titus to continue his ministry in Corinth of teaching doctrine and demonstrating God’s gracious love to the Corinthians, so that they might respond in kind to God’s love and begin to love others as well.


h.  Titus was currently functioning as the pastor of the Corinthian church as a special apostolic representative of Paul.  He left Corinth temporarily to meet Paul in Macedonia, probably at Philippi, to report on how things were going.  After hearing the great report in detail, Paul is fantastically happy and full of encouragement and wants Titus to go back and keep the momentum of the church going.


i.  By continuing to teach doctrine and reestablish the legitimate authority of the word of God in the local church at Corinth, Titus will move the Corinthians in the direction of personal love for God and love of the brethren.


j.  This will be manifest or demonstrated by their willingness to give of themselves to the support of other believers, just as has already happened amongst their fellow-believers in northern Greece.

2.  “that as he began previously”

a.  This is a reference to the teaching ministry of Titus in Corinth as Paul’s special representative.


b.  Titus began previously by teaching the word of God.  The power of God’s persuasion is in His word, not in His miracles.  Miracles and spiritual gifts only get a person’s attention.  They do not hold anyone’s attention.


c.  Titus understood the power of the word of God.  He also understood the power of God the Holy Spirit.  He realized that the Corinthian believers needed both power factors to advance spiritually.  This is the double column advance to spiritual maturity under the balance of doctrine in the stream of consciousness and reciprocal love for God.


d.  Titus began by demonstrating God’s grace, God’s love, God’s wisdom, and God’s justice.  Titus did not come throwing his weight around, though he was not afraid to do so if it was required.


e.  Titus began by loving the Corinthians as God loved them and teaching them as God the Holy Spirit wanted them taught.

3.  “so also he might complete for you this gracious deed as well.”


a.  Finally we have Paul’s desired result—that the Corinthians might advance spiritually to the point of wanting to help others rather than being preoccupied with themselves and their own desires.


b.  “This gracious deed” is a reference to the Corinthian believers being allowed the privilege and opportunity of supporting other believers in need.



(1)  It is an honor given by God for one group of believers to help another group of believers.



(2)  This is divine testimony against Satan in his appeal trial.



(3)  The emphasis here is not on doing something for others but on the fact that the act is gracious in nature.  This means that nothing is expected in return.



(4)  It is a privilege and honor to have the opportunity of being gracious to others.  Not all believers have this opportunity as a group.  All of us have this opportunity as individuals, but it is really something in the spiritual life when a group of believers all agree to support another group of believers and expect nothing in return.



(5)  Those believers who have the financial ability to help others can do so with money.  Those believers who have the spiritual ability to help others with prayer can do so as well.  Those believers who have the spiritual ability to help others with doctrinal teaching can use their spiritual gift as Titus and Paul did.


c.  It was to the advantage and in the best interest of the Corinthians to have Titus teach them doctrine about giving and the proper motivation in giving, so that they themselves could receive the divine reward of being blessed by God in their giving.


d.  Many believers give and are never blessed by God in their giving because the real reward they seek is the approbation of others.  This was the problem of Ananias and his wife Sapphira in Acts 5.


e.  When we give we are to give in such a manner that our left hand does not know what our right hand is doing, which is a figure of speech for doing something in privacy without anyone knowing what you are doing, Mt 6:3.


f.  Titus had taught them enough doctrine to get their attention back on the importance of the word of God, delegated spiritual authority, and their own spiritual advance.  Now Paul wants to see the Corinthians complete their transformation to positive volition by putting their faith to the test.  The test will be their willingness to give of themselves to others.


g.  We do not begin to understand God’s love for us or what He expects of us in our love for Him and others until we stop focusing on what God can do for us and start focusing on what we can do for others.



(1)  However, there is a great danger in thinking that doing good to others is the be-all and end-all of the Christian life.  It is not.  That is just another form of legalism and the arrogance of self-justification disguised as “good.”



(2)  We should be preoccupied with wanting to help others; for this is the demonstration of our personal love for God as Christians.



(3)  But we cannot be preoccupied with wanting to help others until we first have the correct motivation from personal love for God and the correct doctrinal understanding of what Christian giving is really all about.



(4)  Titus had made a great start in helping the Corinthians understand the principles of giving and the motivation of giving.  Now Paul wants to complete that teaching, their understanding, and give them the privilege of completing the process by actually performing the deed with the right motivation as the Macedonians had done.
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