2 Corinthians 8:13



 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “absolutely not.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the third person singular present active indicative of EIMI, meaning “For [this is] not.” Then we have the inferential conjunction HINA, meaning “that, in order that.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ANESIS, meaning “rest, relaxation, relief; that others should have relief, and you be burdened.”
  With this we have the dative of direct object/advantage from the masculine plural adjective ALLOS, used as a substantive and meaning “for others.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “[there might be].”  Literally this says “in order that there might be relief or relaxation for others,” which in English we would say, “in order that others might have relaxation.”

“For [this is] not in order that others [might have] relaxation,”

 - is the dative of disadvantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun THLIPSIS, meaning “affliction, hardship, adversity, difficult circumstances.”  Again this is elliptical, not having a verb, which is implied but not stated.  Literally it says “for you hardship.”
“[and] you [have] hardship,”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun ISOTĒS, which means “equality; fairness: as a matter of equality 2 Cor 8:13; also  that there may be equality verse 14.”

“but as a matter of equality.”
2 Cor 8:13 corrected translation
“For [this is] not in order that others [might have] relaxation, [and] you [have] hardship, but as a matter of equality.”
Explanation:
1.  “For [this is] not in order that others [might have] relaxation,”

a.  Paul continues with a further explanation of why those believers who have the financial means to give should graciously give to help other believers in need.


b.  Again Paul gives us both sides of the coin—the negative side and the positive side.


c.  The purpose for giving is not so others can relax, take a vacation, and not have to work.


d.  This may have been one of the arguments of Paul’s critics within the church of Corinth that he was asking the Gentile believers to give, just so his friends in Jerusalem wouldn’t have to work.


e.  It is an absolute abuse of authority for any communicator of the word of God to take financial support from his or any other congregation and neglect his study and teaching of the word of God.


f.  If you even suspect that a Christian is accepting financial help, while being unwilling to work, then you should stop giving immediately and get the facts before you continue to give.


g.  The Jerusalem Christians were being persecuted terribly.  Some had lost their jobs because they had believed in Christ and no one would hire them to do anything.  They were completely ostracized, so that they became destitute and even homeless.


h.  Paul was trying to help his friends, but he was helping those he knew had no means of helping themselves because even though they were willing to work, no one would give them a chance to do so.  These believers legitimately needed financial help to keep body and soul together.


i.  Paul was not trying to finance a vacation to Israel at the expense of the Corinthians.  Nor was he trying to get a big bag of money to show off to the leadership in Jerusalem.

2.  “and you [have] hardship,”

a.  Christian giving is not designed by God to create a hardship for those that give.


b.  If your giving creates a hardship for you, then don’t give.  That is not what God wants.  That is not what the Bible teaches, and this is the passage that says so.


c.  We have enough hardship, affliction, and difficult circumstances in life.  We don’t need to create more by giving away what God has provided for us as a matter of logistical grace.


d.  God gives us more than enough to sustain our own lives and then have something left over to help others.


e.  When we do not have that abundance to give to others without creating a hardship for ourselves, then we should not give.


f.  God does not expect you to “give until it hurts.”  That is blasphemy and wrong motivation in the spiritual life.  That is asceticism, legalism, and a con artist taking your money.  Many leaders in many local churches are nothing more than con artists in disguise.  You give until it hurts and they are laughing all the way to the bank.


g.  There are Christian con artists, who are truly believers and dedicate their lives to getting your money from you.  The sad thing is that there are also entire denominations that do the same thing.


h.  Any organization that is not willing to immediately open its accounting books and show you exactly how all the money is spent should be avoided.  This is especially true of any local church.

3.  “but as a matter of equality.”

a.  This is the other side of the coin.  We give to those in need as a matter of fairness and equality in the royal family of God.


b.  This verse does not teach utopian socialism, in which all the money is collected into one great pot and distributed evenly to the members of the congregation.


c.  It is impossible for financial equality to exist among any group of people, because some will spend it foolishly and lose what they have, while others will make wise decisions and end up with more than others.


d.  God does not expect you to punish yourself because you have managed your money well.


e.  The fairness or equality mentioned here is twofold.



(1)  Just as the other Gentile churches in the Empire had given to help the destitute believers in Jerusalem, so also it was the fair thing for the Corinthians to do.



(2)  Just as the church at Jerusalem had sent spiritual leaders to evangelize and teach the word of God to the Gentile believers throughout the Empire, so the Gentile believers could reciprocate by doing what they could to help the believers in need in Judea.



(3)  Reciprocal love among members of the royal family of God is the equality expected by God.



(4)  On the one hand this meant some would provide spiritual wealth to others.  On the other hand this meant that others would provide material wealth to some.



(5)  This was a fair exchange as far as God was concerned; “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?  For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” Mk 8:36-37.



(6)  The gospel and the teaching of the word of God are priceless.  What the Corinthians had received from Paul and others was priceless in comparison to the financial support they could give.



(7)  Money was not the issue.  Reciprocal love for God was the real issue, and that was only fair.
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