2 Corinthians 8:10



 - is the emphatic use of KAI, meaning “In fact, Indeed, Really.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun GNWMĒ, which means “an opinion or judgment.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “in this thing” or “in this matter.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “I am giving.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Really I am giving an opinion in this matter.”

 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to the offering for the destitute believers in Jerusalem and Judea.  Then we have the dative plural of advantage from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you” or “for your benefit/advantage.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUMPHERW, which means “to help, confer a benefit, or be advantageous or profitable or useful.  It is used impersonally meaning something is good (for someone or something), something is useful or helpful to someone.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which is used here to express a universal truth or maxim of Bible doctrine.


The active voice indicates that doing anything to help a fellow-believer produces the action of being advantageous or profitable to the believer who does so.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“For this is profitable for you,”

- is the nominative subject from the second person masculine plural relative pronoun HOSTIS, which is used here “qualitatively to emphasize a characteristic quality, by which a preceding statement is to be confirmed who (to be sure, by his very nature), in so far as, who (indeed), who certainly.”
  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “absolutely not” and the adverb of manner MONOS, meaning “only.”  This is followed by the accusative neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, meaning “to do.”  The articular infinitive is a substantival infinitive and is used as the accusative direct object of the verb that follows.  The main verb “began” is coming up.
“who to be sure began not only to do”

 - is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the substantival use of the accusative neuter singular articular infinitive from the verb THELW, meaning “to wish, want, will, desire.”  Again this accusative articular infinitive functions as the direct object of the verb that follows.  Then we have the second person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb PROENARCHOMAI, which is a hapax legomenon (=the only occurrence of the word), meaning “to begin (beforehand) so that the beginning lies in the past as contrasted with the present something 2 Cor 8:10 (where PRO is explained by APO PERUSI, and NUNI in verse 11 forms the contrast).”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states a past fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—the Corinthian believers having previously produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the neuter singular adverb of time PERUSI, used as adverbial genitive of time, meaning “from or since last year, a year ago.”

2 Cor 8:10 corrected translation
“Really I am giving an opinion in this matter.  For this is profitable for you, who to be sure began not only to do but also to desire since last year.”

Explanation:
1.  “Really I am giving an opinion in this matter.”

a.  Paul softens his tone and makes sure the Corinthians understand that he is doing so.


b.  He softens his tone all the way from a dogmatic command down to giving an apostolic opinion.


c.  The opinion of Paul in this matter of giving is as gentle a command as God the Holy Spirit can give to believers.


d.  Even though it is only Paul’s opinion, under the divine inspiration of Scripture, we should still take it as the desire of our Lord for the execution of our spiritual life.


e.  Why does Paul soften his tone so much?  He does so because the volition of the individual in the privacy of his or her priesthood is critical in the matter of giving.



(1)  God never forces us to do anything.



(2)  He demands that we not sin.  He asks that we give to help others.



(3)  You cannot force people to give.



(4)  Giving must be a matter of freedom of choice.



(5)  Therefore, emotional persuasion to get people to give is completely wrong and against the tone of this passage and others in Scripture.



(6)  Giving is a matter of opinion and individual judgment for the one giving.  They and they alone have the right to decide to whom and when they are able to give.



(7)  Some people want to give but cannot do so at that particular moment due to other financial obligations.  Should they be forced to give from emotional pressure, so that they resent having to do so, and therefore, not want to give later on when they are financially able?  No, of course not.



(8)  People have to be motivated from their own free will to give, when and where and how they want to give.  This is true of money, time, work, or anything in life.



(9)  If you give and resent giving, you have given nothing but your resentment and bitterness.


f.  So Paul softens his tone in order to allow the Corinthians the freedom to make the right decision without being coerced by him or anyone else.

2.  “For this is profitable for you,”

a.  Paul continues by explaining a divine principle related to giving.


b.  Giving to help other Christians is to the advantage and profit of the one who gives.


c.  God blesses us when we freely and gladly give to help other Christians.  Why?  Because whatever we are doing for other believers we are doing for the Lord Jesus Christ with whom they are in union.


d.  You cannot do anything for the Lord Jesus Christ without God the Father rewarding you in return.  God the Father loves His Son so much that anything done for Him is always rewarded both in time and eternity.


e.  There are blessings in time and blessings in eternity for any believer who gives of himself to help and support others.


f.  The blessing may take the form of sharing the happiness of God or being occupied with Christ or being grateful for the opportunity to help someone else.  These are all spiritual blessings.  But God also provides material things for those who desire to give and help others, so that they have the means to keep on giving.



(1)  Mt 6:3-4, “But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”



(2)  Mt 19:21, “Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’”



(3)  Lk 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you.  They will pour into your lap a good measure pressed down, shaken together, and running over.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.”



(4)  Lk 12:33, “Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys.”



(5)  Rom 8:32, “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?”



(6)  Jam 2:16, “and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,’ and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?”



(7)  1 Pet 3:9, “not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.”



(8)  Rev 2:23, “And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.”

3.  “who to be sure began not only to do but also to desire since last year.”

a.  Paul concludes his statement with an interesting comment that is both a compliment and a condemnation.


b.  The compliment is that the Corinthians have wanted to support the destitute believers in Judea for a long time and had even begun to do so a year ago.


c.  The condemnation is that it has been a year and nothing has happened yet.


d.  This tells us a number of things regarding the situation in Corinth.



(1)  The problems with the factions in the church began over a year previous to Paul writing this.



(2)  The first report to Paul from the members of Chloe’s household about the divisions in the church probably came a year prior to this.



(3)  Thus it has taken a year for all the events to take place between the report from the household of Chloe to Paul, Paul’s writing of First Corinthians, Paul’s painful visit and sorrowful letter, the sending of Timothy and then Titus, and finally the writing of Second Corinthians.



(4)  It took a year to fix the problem, and no offering for the destitute believers in Judea occurred during this time.


e.  The Corinthians had the right motivation and wanted to do the right thing.  But they were distracted from taking the right action by the intrusion of a power struggle in the church.


f.  When arrogance enters a church, the church stops moving spiritually and stops functioning spiritually.  None of the things that should be happening do happen.


g.  The offering had begun to be taken and financial support was collected.  But when the controversy flared up, everything was put on hold and nothing was accomplished for about a year.


h.  Good works, good deeds, Christian works, or Christian service cannot and does not function properly or sometimes at all while there is controversy, quarreling, fighting, and dissension in a Christian organization.
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