2 Corinthians 7:6




- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” with the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to comfort, to encourage.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout human history and is always true.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective TAPEINOS, which means “low, but is only used in a figurative sense in the New Testament and is used here of someone who is downhearted, humble;”
 “dejected, downcast.”
  The sense here is that God encourages the discouraged and comforts the dejected.

“But the One who encourages the discouraged”

- is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to comfort, to encourage.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all the comfort and encouragement God provided to Paul and his team upon the arrival of Titus in Macedonia.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”

“God encouraged us”

 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular article and noun PAROUSIA, meaning “by the presence, coming.”  Then we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular proper name TITOS, meaning “of Titus.”

“by the coming of Titus,”
2 Cor 7:6 corrected translation
“But God, who encourages the discouraged, encouraged us by the coming of Titus,”
Explanation:
1.  “But God, who encourages the discouraged, encouraged us”

a.  God encourages the discouraged and comforts the dejected.

b.  Phil 2:1-2, “Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, and there is, if there is any comfort from love, and there is, if there is any partnership with the Holy Spirit, and there is, if there is any emotional response to doctrine and resultant mercies, and there is, bring to completion my happiness, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same love [occupation with Christ], united in the soul, concentrating on the same objective.”


c.  God encourages us by His promises to us.


d.  These come only from His word.


e.  Therefore only those believers who love the teaching of the word of God are encouraged and comforted by God.


f.  Believers do get discouraged, just as Paul became discouraged with the negative volition in Corinth.


g.  But God has the answer to our discouragement in His unfailing love for us.


h.  Paul has already explained this same principle in his introduction to this letter.  2 Cor 1:3-7, “Worthy of praise is God, that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort, who (God the Father) comforts [and encourages] us at the time of our every trouble (pressure, affliction, distress, tribulation), so that we are able to comfort [and encourage] those in every difficult circumstance by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are in abundance toward us, so because of Christ our comfort and encouragement also exists in abundance.  Moreover, if we are afflicted, and we are, [it is] for your comfort [encouragement] and deliverance.  If we are comforted [encouraged], and we are, [it is] for your comfort [and encouragement], which (comfort and encouragement) becomes effective by means of the endurance of the same sufferings, which we also endure.  Moreover our confidence [is] firm (strong, steadfast) with reference to you, knowing that just as we are sharers of these sufferings, so also [we are sharers] of this comfort and encouragement.”

2.  “encouraged us by the coming of Titus,”

a.  God uses other believers to comfort and encourage discouraged believers.  In this case He used Titus to bring His encouragement to Paul.


b.  As we shall see in the next verse, Titus brought great news to Paul, so that Paul’s discouragement was turned to instant encouragement because of the change of attitude of the Corinthians.


c.  God and Paul’s love for the Corinthians turned the tide of negative volition to doctrine and rejection of divine authority.


d.  There are many examples of believers encouraging other believers as a part of the spiritual life and God’s plan, will, and purpose for us.



(1)  Col 4:8, “For I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts.”



(2)  1 Thes 2:11-12a, “just as you know how we appealed to all of you both encouraging and bearing witness to each one of you as a father his own children.”



(3)  1 Thes 3:2-3, “and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine, so that no one might be disturbed by these afflictions.  For you yourselves know that for this purpose we are destined.”



(4)  1 Thes 4:18, “Therefore comfort one another with these words.”



(5)  1 Thes 5:11, “For this reason encourage/comfort one another and strengthen one another, just as certainly you are doing.”



(6)  1 Thes 5:14, “Moreover, we ask you, brethren, warn the lazy, encourage the discouraged, help the helpless, be patient with all men.”



(7)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace, begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and good matter.”



(7)  Tit 2:4, “so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children.”



(8)  Heb 3:13, “But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”



(9)  Heb 10:25, “not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another and all the more as you see the day drawing near.”



(10)  2 Cor 2:7, “so that on the other hand instead you should forgive and comfort, lest such a person might be overwhelmed by excessive grief (sorrow, affliction).”



(11)  2 Cor 7:13, “For this reason we have been comforted.  And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all.”



(12)  Eph 6:22, “I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know about us, and that he may comfort your hearts.”



(13)  Phile 1:7, “For you see I have begun to have great happiness and encouragement [comfort] on account of your virtue-love, because the affections [compassions] of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.”
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