2 Corinthians 7:15




- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun SPLAGCHNON, which means “literally ‘inward parts, entrails’ but is used figuratively of the seat of the emotions, and of the feeling itself love, affection.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his.”  Then we have the comparative adverb PERISSOTERWS, meaning: “(even) more; to a much greater degree, far more, far greater; elative especially 2 Cor 1:12; 2:4; 7:15.”
  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “toward you.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  It is also a durative present for what has continued to exist since Titus was in Corinth.


The active voice indicates that Titus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“In fact his affections are especially toward you,”

- is the genitive masculine singular present passive participle from the verb ANAMIMNĒISKW, which means in the passive “to be reminded, to remember.”


The present tense is an iterative present, which looks at the action as happening at various intervals.


The passive voice indicates that Titus receives the action of remembering the Corinthians.


The participle is a temporal participle and coterminous with the action of the main verb—when he remembers the Corinthians he has great affection for them.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HUPAKOĒ, which means “obedience.”  With this we have the subjective genitive from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “of all of you.”

“when remembering the obedience of all of you,”

 - is the relative adverb HWS from the relative pronoun HOS, which means “how,” when it is used to introduce indirect questions.  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances (A substantive in the genitive with META may indicate emotional reactions or phenomena, which accompany the action of the verb.) from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “with respect” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive masculine singular noun TROMOS, meaning “trembling.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist deponent indicative from the verb DECHOMAI, which means “to receive.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole reaction of the Corinthians to Titus’ ministry in Corinth.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning with the Corinthians producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and the reality of what happened in Corinth, when Titus began teaching doctrine.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “him” and referring to Titus.

“how you received him with respect and trembling.”
2 Cor 7:15 corrected translation
“In fact his affections are especially toward you, when remembering the obedience of all of you, how you received him with respect and trembling.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact his affections are especially toward you,”

a.  Paul continues with a statement about Titus’ relationship with the Corinthian believers.


b.  Titus grew to really love the Corinthians in the few short weeks he was there, just as Paul had grown to love them.


c.  Both Paul’s and Titus’ love for the Corinthians was based on the Corinthians’ mutual love of the word of God.


d.  Believers who love the word of God can’t help but like and enjoy each other.  They are grace oriented, relaxed, have a sense of humor, and have capacity for life.  These kinds of people are easy to be around and fun to do things with.  They are not boring, uptight, self-righteous, legalistic, or preoccupied with self.


e.  This is what Titus saw in the Corinthians and came to enjoy them as much as Paul.


f.  This is in stark contrast to Apollos, who didn’t even want to go back and see them again. 1 Cor 16:12, “Now concerning Apollos our fellow-believer, I encouraged him greatly, that he might return to you with the brethren.  In fact he kept on being completely unwilling to return now.  However, he will return when he has the opportunity.”

2.  “when remembering the obedience of all of you,”

a.  Then Paul makes a qualifying statement about Titus’ affections for the Corinthians.  His affections for the Corinthians are particularly strong when he remembers their obedience. 


b.  Obedience is a sign of love.


c.  When we obey God, we are demonstrating our love for God.


d.  When a wife obeys her husband, she is demonstrating her love for him.


e.  When the Corinthians obeyed Titus as an ambassador for Paul, they demonstrated their love for Paul.


f.  As Titus continued to teach doctrine and the Corinthians responded to it, they demonstrated their respect and love for Titus.


g.  Titus realized that the Corinthians had been completely and utterly disobedient to the teaching of doctrine, the authority of the word of God, and the authority of the apostle Paul.  Now they were completely obedient to all these things.  It was a stark contrast that surprised and pleased both him and Paul exceedingly abundantly beyond all they could ask or be imagining.


h.  Every time Titus thought about the obedience of the Corinthians to his teaching of the word of God it brought happiness to his soul, set his spirit at rest, and put a prayer of thankfulness to God in his mind.  The same was true for Paul.

3.  “how you received him with respect and trembling.”

a.  The thing that amazed Titus the most was the reception he had in Corinth.


b.  How did Titus get such a good reputation that the Corinthians were afraid of him when he came to Corinth?  Our only clue is given in Gal 2:1-3, “Then after fourteen years, I again went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, also taking along Titus.  But I went up because of a revelation; and laid before them the gospel, which I proclaimed among the Gentiles, but privately to those having a reputation, that perhaps I may be running or might have run in vain.  But not even Titus, who was with me, although he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”


c.  Titus stood his ground against the Judaizers of the Jerusalem church and refused to be circumcised.  He was the mature believer who stood up to the Jewish Christians and said, “No, I don’t need to be circumcised, I am already saved and am living the spiritual life.”


d.  He was a man of powerful convictions and had a clear understanding of the grace of God.  He was a Greek, just like the Corinthians.  He knew the word of God and had the spiritual gift and authority to tell them in no uncertain terms what it said, what it meant, and what was expected of them.


e.  His reputation preceded him to Corinth.  He was not someone to mess with.


f.  Therefore, the Corinthians who were the leaders of the various groups in the church couldn’t rally behind Paul, for this was Paul’s representative; nor could they rally behind Apollos because Paul already told them he didn’t even want to come back; nor could they rally behind Peter, for Titus had stood up to Peter and the rest of the leadership of the Jerusalem church and won.  And since Titus was the Lord Jesus Christ’s man for the crisis, the fourth group had nowhere to turn either.


g.  Titus didn’t have to throw his weight around.  He was respected and feared because he was the appointed representative of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Race would not be an issue.  Cultural heritage would not be an issue.  Doctrine would be the issue.


h.  It all came down to volition and obedience, and the Corinthians finally realized it.


i.  This was the last straw, and if the Corinthians had rejected Titus there would have been a lot of sleepy believers in Corinth.  That thought made the Corinthians tremble.


j.  God wasn’t playing any more.  This was now serious business and the Corinthians understood the importance of authority, for they grew up in a military society.


k.  So the Corinthians immediately snapped to attention in their souls and started obeying orders from the command post of heaven as relayed by one of God’s senior field grade officers.


l.  This made the Corinthians successful as believers and made Paul and Titus exceedingly happy and relieved.
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