2 Corinthians 6:6




- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun AGNOTĒS, which means “purity, sincerity.”
  It is translated “with purity.”  The instrumental of manner indicates the manner in which the action of the verb (to demonstrate ourselves as servants of God) is carried out.  The preposition can be translated “in” or “with.”

- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun GNWSIS, which means “with knowledge.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun MAKROTHUMIA, which means “(1) patience, steadfastness, endurance; (2) forbearance, patience toward others.”
  It is translated, “with forbearance (toward others).”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun CHRĒSTONTĒS, which means “goodness, kindness, generosity.”
  It means “with kindness.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and the adjective HAGIOS, which means “with the Holy Spirit.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ and the adjective ANUPOKRITOS, which means “genuine, literally without hypocrisy.”
  It is translated “with genuine love.”
2 Cor 6:6 corrected translation
“with purity, with knowledge, with forbearance, with kindness, with the Holy Spirit, with genuine love,”
Explanation:
1.  “with purity,”

a.  This verse gives us six more ways in which we demonstrate ourselves as God’s servants.


b.  The first is purity.



(1)  Purity deals with the thinking:




(a)  2 Cor 11:3, “But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”




(b)  1 Tim 1:5, “But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.”




(c)  2 Tim 2:22, “Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.”




(d)  Tit 2:5, “prudent [making good decisions], pure [filled with the Spirit], a home-maker [not lazy], good [executing the plan of God], continuing to be subordinate to their own husbands, in order that the word of God may not be reviled.”



(2)  We are to be examples of purity in our speech, conduct, genuine love, and beliefs, 1 Tim 4:12, “Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.”



(3)  Purity is a synonym for honesty, integrity, virtue, and honor, 1 Tim 5:2, “(appeal to) the older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all purity.”  Cf. Mt 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” And Phil 4:8, “Therefore, brethren, everything that is true [doctrine], everything that is honorable, everything that is righteous, everything that is pure, everything that is capacity for love, everything that is commendable, if anything of virtue, if anything worthy of praise exists [and it does] you yourselves be concentrating on these things.”



(4)  Purity is a part of our motivation, which comes from our love for God, Phil 1:17, “the former category from the motivation of divisive self-promotion, not from pure motives.”



(5)  Purity is a characteristic of the believer in Christ; for God the Holy Spirit makes us pure at the moment of salvation, Tit 1:15, “All things [are] pure to the pure.  But to those who are defiled and unbelievers, nothing [is] pure.  But both their thinking and conscience have been soiled with excrement.”



(6)  Bible doctrine is called “pure”:




(a)  Jam 1:27, “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.




(b)  Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.”




(c)  1 Pet 2:2, “as newborn babies desire rational, pure milk, in order that by it you might grow with reference to salvation.”



(7)  Faith in Christ purifies us, 1 Jn 3:3, “And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

2.  “with knowledge,”

a.  The second way in which we demonstrate ourselves as God’s servants is in knowledge.


b.  We are expected to be filled with all the divine knowledge revealed to us as a part of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.



(1)  Rom 15:14, “In fact, I am convinced my brethren, even I myself concerning you that you are full of goodness [the function of integrity from Bible doctrine in the soul], having been filled with all knowledge, being able also to have a corrective influence on each other.”



(2)  1 Cor 1:5, “that in everything you have become rich in Him (Lord Jesus Christ) by means of all communication of doctrine and all knowledge,”



(3)  Eph 1:17, “in order that the God [the Father] of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory [Shekinah Glory], may give you a lifestyle of wisdom and a revelation about Him through metabolized doctrine.”



(4)  Eph 4:13, “until we all attain the objective [execution of the plan of God and subsequent glorification of God by becoming a mature believer] because of the system from doctrine, and by means of the epignosis knowledge of the Son of God [occupation with Christ], resulting in a mature believer to the measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ.”



(5)  Phil 1:9, “In fact, I pray this prayer, that your virtue-love may be caused to abound still more, even to a greater degree, by means of epignosis doctrine resident in the soul and resultant all discernment,”



(6)  Col 1:9, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding,”



(7)  Col 1:10, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God,”



(8)  Col 2:2, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ.”



(9)  Col 3:10, “and put on the new man, who is being renewed for the purpose of epignosis knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.”


c.  This knowledge of God then testifies to others of our faith in Christ.



(1)  2 Cor 2:14, “Now gratitude [is owed] to God [the Father], because in Christ He always leads us in a triumphal procession, and because He makes known the fragrance of the knowledge of Him [our Lord] through us in every place.”



(2)  2 Cor 4:6, “Because God [Holy Spirit] who said, “Light shine forth out of darkness, [is] the One who shines forth in our hearts for the purpose of the illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God [the Father] because of the person of Jesus Christ.”



(3)  Tit 1:1, “Paul, the slave of God and the apostle of Jesus Christ on the basis of the doctrine belonging to the elect of God, that is, the full knowledge of the truth, which is on the basis of the spiritual life,”



(4)  2 Pet 1:2, “May grace and prosperity be multiplied to you by means of the full knowledge of God, that is, Jesus our Lord;”



(5)  2 Pet 1:5-6, “Now for this very reason also, in order to make every effort, supply virtue with your doctrine, and with your virtue [supply] knowledge [gnosis]; and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life,”



(6)  2 Pet 1:8, “For since these things belong to you and are increasing, they make you neither useless nor unfruitful as a result of your full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


d.  This knowledge results in grace orientation toward others, 2 Cor 8:7, “But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious work also.”


e.  There is a false knowledge that unbelievers have, which is directly opposed to the knowledge believers have, 1 Tim 6:20, “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called ‘knowledge’”


f.  We are commanded to increase in our knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ throughout our life on earth, 2 Pet 3:18, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him the glory both now and throughout the day of eternity.  I have been caused to believe it.”

3.  “with forbearance (toward others),”

a.  The third way in which we demonstrate ourselves as God’s servants is in forbearance or patience toward others.  This is a function of our impersonal love toward all.


b.  The forbearance of God comes from His righteousness, just as our patience or forbearance comes from our spiritual capacity righteousness.



(1)  Rom 3:25, “[Christ Jesus] Whom the God [Father] has publicly displayed by His blood as a mercy seat through faith in Christ for a demonstration of His integrity because of the passing over of previously committed sins, because of the delay in judgment from the God;”



(2)  Rom 2:4, “Or do you disparage the riches of His kindness and clemency and patience, not knowing that the kindness of the God brings you to conversion?”



(3)  Rom 9:22, “Moreover, if as is the case, God, willing to demonstrate His indignation and to reveal His omnipotence, has endured with great patience vessels of wrath [unbelievers], having been equipped for destruction [Last Judgment].”



(4)  1 Tim 1:16, “Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”


c.  Patience is a characteristic of the spiritual life by which we demonstrate that we belong to God.



(1)  Gal 5:22, “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application,”



(2)  Col 1:11, “because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness,”



(3)  Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”


d.  Patience and tolerance of others is our impersonal love in action:



(1)  Eph 4:2, “with all humility and true sensitivity, with perseverance tolerate one another by means of virtue-love.”



(2)  2 Tim 3:10, “Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance,”



(3)  2 Tim 4:2, “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.”



(4)  Jam 5:10, “As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.”

4.  “with kindness,”

a.  The fourth way in which we demonstrate ourselves as God’s servants is with kindness.


b.  God’s kindness is His love in action toward the unbeliever, Rom 2:4, “Or do you disparage the riches of His kindness and clemency and patience, not knowing that the kindness of the God brings you to conversion?”


c.  Kindness toward others is a key demonstration that we are filled with the Spirit:



(1)  Gal 5:22, “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application,”



(2)  Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”


(3)  2 Pet 1:7, “and with your spiritual life [supply] brotherly love, and with your brotherly love [supply] impersonal love.”


d.  The grace of God is expressed in kindness toward believers, Eph 2:7, “that He might show [make known through giving] in the coming ages [millennium and eternal state] the surpassing riches of His grace in generosity [kindness] toward us in Christ Jesus.”

5.  “with the Holy Spirit, ”

a.  The fifth way in which we demonstrate ourselves as God’s servants is in the filling or power of the Holy Spirit.


b.  1 Cor 2:4, “And so my doctrine and my preaching were not by means of persuasive words of wisdom, but by means of the demonstration of the Spirit and [God's] power,”


c.  1 Cor 12:8, “For the ability to proclaim and teach the message of wisdom is being given by the Spirit to one person, but the ability to proclaim and teach the message of knowledge [is being given] to the other person on the basis of the same Spirit;”


d.  1 Thes 1:5, “for our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power, that is in the Holy Spirit and full conviction just as you know what kind of persons we became to you for your sakes.”

6.  “with genuine love,”

a.  The sixth way in which we demonstrate ourselves as God’s servants is with genuine love.  This is a reference to our personal love or reciprocal love for God, which in turn motivates our impersonal love toward others.


b.  Rom 12:9, “Your love must be non-hypocritical.  Despise the evil; adhere to the good.”


c.  Jn 13:34, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”


d.  Jn 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.”


e.  Jn 15:17, “This I command you, that you love one another.”


f.  Rom 13:8, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.”


g.  1 Thes 4:9, “Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;”


h.  1 Pet 1:22, “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,”


i.  1 Jn 3:11, “For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;”


j.  1 Jn 3:23, “This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.”


k.  1 Jn 4:7, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”


l.  1 Jn 4:11, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”


m.  1 Jn 4:12, “No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.”


n.  2 Jn 1:5, “Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another.”
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