2 Corinthians 5:9




- is the strong inferential conjunction DIO, meaning “Therefore.”  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the first person plural present middle/passive deponent indicative from the verb PHILOTIMEOMAI, which means “have as one’s ambition, consider it an honor, or aspire with an infinitive following as the object.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.  It is also an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The middle/passive deponent voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—the believer growing spiritually produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Therefore we also consider it an honor,”

- is the combination of the conditional particle EI with the enclitic particle TE, used with itself (TE…TE) since classical Greek, meaning “whether…or” or “either…or.”  With this we have the nominative masculine first person plural present active participle from the verbs ENDĒMEW, meaning “to be at home, to live someplace,” and the verb EKDĒMEW, meaning “to be absent or away from, to live in a foreign country.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that all believers positive to doctrine produce the action.


The participle is conditional, because of the use of the two conditional particles.

“whether at home or absent,”

 - is the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that positive believers produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of direct object.

With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective EUARESTOS, which means “acceptable, pleasing.”  Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “to Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“to be acceptable to Him.”
2 Cor 5:9 corrected translation
“Therefore we also consider it an honor, whether at home or absent, to be acceptable to Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore we also consider it an honor,”

a.  Paul now comes to a very strong conclusion from what he has said since verse 1.


b.  His conclusion is that certain believers consider it an honor to execute the spiritual life of the Church Age.


c.  The “we” in this passage is very important, because it does not include all believers.



(1)  All believers in Christ do not consider it an honor to be acceptable to Jesus Christ.



(2)  Reversionistic believers could care less what our Lord thinks of them.



(3)  Degenerate believers are so preoccupied with themselves and what they want that they don’t even think about what Christ wants them to do.



(4)  Believers in perpetual carnality care more about what their sin nature wants than what Christ wants.



(5)  Therefore, this “we” refers only to believers who stay in fellowship with God as much as they can and get right back into fellowship with God whenever they get out of fellowship.



(6)  This “we” refers to believers who love the word of God and keep on learning and applying it as God the Holy Spirit gives them the spiritual understanding.



(7)  Most importantly this “we” refers to mature believers who have developed reciprocal love for God and continue to press on in their execution of the spiritual life in spite of momentum testing and the Satanic roadblocks of life.


d.  So Paul adds an additional thought that believers positive to Bible doctrine have as a part of their norms and standards of the soul.


e.  Certain believers consider it an honor to do the right thing.


f.  Certain believers consider it an honor to think the right thing.


g.  Certain believers consider it an honor to live the spiritual life of the Church Age.


h.  The question is: “Are you one of those believers?”

2.  “whether at home or absent,”

a.  These believers have this standard whether at home with Christ in heaven or absent from Christ and still here on earth.


b.  The geographical location does not change the standard.


c.  No matter where you happen to be in the world, whether at home, at work, on vacation, or traveling on business, the norms and standards of the spiritual life go with you.


d.  We take our virtue and values with us wherever we go.


e.  Paul has reversed the application of the metaphor in this verse.  Previously, being at home meant being in heaven with the Lord.  Here it means still living on the earth in our mortal physical body.  Previously, being absent meant living on earth in our mortal body, but now it refers to living in heaven with our Lord in resurrection body.


f.  Paul switched the meaning to make his point that where we are doesn’t make a difference.


g.  We are expected to act like royal family of God, whether we are face-to-face with our Lord in heaven, or going about our daily lives here on earth.  Nothing has changed with regard to God’s expectation of what we should think, what our standards should be, what our values should be, or how we should conduct ourselves toward others.


h.  We can execute the spiritual life whether we are in Buckingham palace or in an enemy POW camp.  It makes no difference.

3.  “to be acceptable to Him.”

a.  We have one great standard in life—be acceptable to Christ.


b.  We have one great value in life—be acceptable to Christ.


c.  We have one great virtue in life—be acceptable to Christ.


d.  We execute the spiritual life by being acceptable to Christ.


e.  We glorify God by being acceptable to Christ.


f.  We fulfill our destiny by being acceptable to Christ.


g.  Therefore, what must we do to be acceptable to Christ?


(1)  1 Thes 4:1-12, “Finally, therefore, brethren, we ask you and exhort you because of the Lord Jesus that just as you received from us how it is necessary for you to walk and to please God even as also you are walking, that you might excel even more.  For you know what orders [commands, precepts, advice, instruction] we gave to you for your benefit because of the Lord Jesus.  For this is the will of God, your sanctification, that you abstain from sexual immorality, that each one of you know how to acquire [the sexual love of] one’s own vessel [wife] in sanctification and honor [respectability], not with passion from the source of lust as also the Gentiles, who do not know God, so that he not transgress and take advantage of his fellow-believer [the wife] in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger concerning all these things, just as also we have previously mentioned and solemnly testify.  For God [the Father] has not called us for the purpose of sexual immorality, but into the sphere of sanctification.  For that very reason the one who rejects [this doctrine] does not reject man but God, the One who gives His Holy Spirit to us.  Now concerning the love of the brethren, you have no need for me to write you; for you yourselves are God-taught to love one another.  Certainly indeed you keep on doing it toward all the brethren in all Macedonia, but we encourage all of you, brethren, to excel more, and consider it an honor to live quietly and to mind your own business and to work with your own hands, just as we commanded for your benefit, in order that you might walk honorably toward those outside and have need of nothing.”



(2)  Col 1:9-11, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God, because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness,”


(3)  Rom 14:12-18, “So, therefore, each one of us shall give an account to God concerning himself.  Therefore, let us no longer judge each other, but rather determine this—not to place an obstacle or a distraction in front of his brother [weak believer].  I know and have received confidence in the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean by means of itself; except the one who presumes something to be unclean, to that one it is unclean.  For if because of food your brother is distressed [and distracted] [and he is], you no longer walk according to love.  Because of that food stop destroying him in behalf of whom Christ died.  Therefore, let not the good attained by you be slandered [or maligned]; for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking but righteousness, prosperity, and happiness by means of the Holy Spirit; for he who serves the Christ in this is pleasing to the God and respected by men.”


h.  Therefore, we should consider it an honor to:



(1)  abstain from sexual immorality



(2)  love one another



(3)  live quietly



(4)  mind our own business



(5)  work with our own hands



(6)  be honorable to the unbeliever



(7)  have need of nothing, that is, be content with what we have



(8)  be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding



(9)  bear fruit in the sphere of every good production



(10) grow by means of the epignosis knowledge of God



(11)  have all endurance and patience associated with happiness



(12)  no longer judge each other



(13)  not place an obstacle or a distraction in front of our brother

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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