2 Corinthians 5:18




- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Moreover.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “all things.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from the source of God” and referring to God the Father, because of the mention of Christ in the following context.  There is no verb, because Paul is still being very dramatic and dogmatic in what he is teaching the Corinthians.  However, in English we normally would add the verb “[are]” to smooth out the translation.

“Moreover all things [are] from the source of God,”
- is the articular genitive masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb KATALLASSW, which means “to reconcile.”  “It properly denotes to change; hence, of persons, to change from enmity to friendship, to reconcile.  With regard to the relationship between God and man, the use of this and connected words shows that primarily reconciliation is what God accomplishes, exercising His grace towards sinful man on the ground of the death of Christ in propitiatory sacrifice under the judgment due to sin.  By reason of this men in their sinful condition and alienation from God are invited to be reconciled to Him; that is to say, to change their attitude, and accept the provision God has made, whereby their sins can be remitted and they themselves be justified in His sight in Christ.  Rom 5:10 expresses this in another way: “For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son …;” that we were “enemies” not only expresses man’s hostile attitude to God but signifies that until this change of attitude takes place men are under condemnation, exposed to God’s wrath. The death of His Son is the means of the removal of this, and thus we ‘receive the reconciliation.’  This stresses the attitude of God’s favor toward us.  Not once is God said to be reconciled. The enmity is alone on our part.  It was we who needed to be reconciled to God, not God to us, and it is propitiation, which His righteousness and mercy have provided, that makes the reconciliation possible to those who receive it.”
  The verb APOKATALLASSW is also used by Paul in Col 1:20, “and through Him [Jesus Christ], to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood [Christ’s spiritual death] of His Cross, through Him whether the things on the earth [mankind] or the things in the heavens [angels].”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and should be translated “who.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states a past fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to all those who believe in Christ.  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “to Himself” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “through the agency of Christ.”  The ablative of agency indicates the personal agent who performs the action of the verb.

“who reconciled us to Himself through the agency of Christ,”
 - is the simple connective or continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”  This genitive participle is connected with the previous genitive article.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the existing state of a past, completed action without referring to its progress.  The existing state is our royal ambassadorship for Christ, which was given to us at the moment of salvation.  The emphasis is on the fact that this state or condition continues throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object and dative of advantage from the first personal plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us for our benefit.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA, which means “the service, the ministry.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun KATALLAGĒ, meaning “of reconciliation.”
“and has given us the service of reconciliation,”
2 Cor 5:18 corrected translation
“Moreover all things [are] from the source of God, who reconciled us to Himself through the agency of Christ, and has given us the service of reconciliation,”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover all things [are] from the source of God,”

a.  Paul continues with an additional thought to the fact that a new spiritual species has been created by God.  The additional thought is that “all things” come from the source of God.


b.  “God” here is a reference to God the Father.


c.  The main problem is defining what “the all things” are.  “The all things” refers to the following:



(1)  “All things” can refer to all creatures created by God; for God is the source of all life.  However, this is not the subject of the context.



(2)  “All things” can refer to the entire material universe and everything in it.  But this is not the subject in this context.



(3)  “All things” can refer to the plan of God for human history.  This is also not the subject of the context, but it is getting closer.



(4)  “All things” can refer to the plan of God for the Church Age believer and all the invisible assets and privileges of that believer.  This is definitely the subject of the context.  For example:




(a)  Verse 1, “we keep on having a building from God” is a reference to our resurrection body.




(b)  Verse 5, “God, who has given to us the down payment of the Spirit.”



(c)  Verse 10, “each person might be rewarded.”



(d)  Verse 11, “we understand respect for the Lord”



(e)  Verse 11, “we appeal to men.”



(f)  Verse 11, “we are being revealed by God.”



(g)  Verse 12, “we are giving you a reason to be proud of us.”



(h)  Verse 14, “the love for Christ motivates us.”



(i)  Verse 15, “the living might live for the benefit of Him.”



(j)  Verse 17, “if anyone [is] in Christ (and he is), [he is] a new creature.”

d.  Therefore, everything that the Church Age believer in union with Christ has is from the source of God the Father.


e.  Precedence for the Plan of God.



(1)  God has a plan for your life.  The name of that plan is protocol.  The policy of that plan is grace.



(2)  The precedence for the grace policy of God comes from the dispensation of the hypostatic union.  Jn 1:14, “The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the uniquely-born One from the Father, full of grace and doctrine.”  Jn 1:16, “Because from His fullness, all we have received grace in exchange for grace.”  Eph 3:2, “Inasmuch as you have heard about the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for your benefit.”


(3)  In the Church Age, God’s grace is the divine policy for God’s plan.  God’s plan is the plan of God.  This grace policy is also documented in Eph 4:7; Jn 1:17; Acts 4:33, 20:32; Rom 12:3, 6; 1 Cor 16:23; 2 Cor 9:8; Eph 1:7-8; Phil 1:7.


f.  The Unique Lifestyle of the Plan of God.  Divine power is related to all the unique factors in the Church Age.  A unique lifestyle is based upon the unique facets of the Church Age.



(1)  The baptism of the Spirit created us a new spiritual species and royal family forever.



(2)  The unique plan of God.



(3)  The unique equality factor related to the assets of God’s plan.




(a)  Election expresses the sovereignty of God for every Church Age believer.  It provides equal privilege in our royal priesthood and equal opportunity in our logistical grace support.




(b)  Predestination is the provision of the sovereignty of God for each member of the royal family.  It provides equal privilege in the baptism of the Spirit, and equal opportunity inside the spiritual life.



(4)  Our portfolio of invisible assets.



(5)  The unique royal commissions, whereby every believer is a royal priest, representing himself to God, and a royal ambassador, representing God to man.



(6)  The unique mystery doctrine of the Church Age is now revealed in the epistles of the New Testament.



(7)  The unique indwelling of all three persons of the Trinity.



(8)  The unique availability of divine power to every believer.




(a)  The omnipotence of God the Father is related to our portfolio of invisible assets.




(b)  The omnipotence of God the Son preserves and perpetuates human history.




(c)  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit is the power inside our very own palace, the spiritual life.



(9)  This is the only dispensation of no prophecy, only historical trends.



(10)  This is the only dispensation of invisible heroes.


g.  The Origin of the Plan of God.



(1)  The plan of God originated in eternity past from your very own portfolio.  The first thing God ever did for you, says Eph 1:3, was to provide a series of fantastic blessings.  These escrow blessings were the start of your wonderful portfolio of invisible assets.



(2)  The primary assets in your portfolio are escrow blessings, Eph 1:3, and election and predestination assets, Eph 1:4‑5.  The secondary assets in your portfolio include four categories:  volitional assets, production assets, undeserved suffering assets, and invisible impact assets (personal as blessing by association, and historical as pivot impact).



(3)  The primary assets are the provision of the sovereign will of God in eternity past.  The secondary assets are the function of your thinking, your motivation, your volition, and your actions in time.  These are all based upon the use of your primary assets.  So your utilization of the primary assets provided in eternity past will lead to the development of many things in your portfolio.


h.  The Two Categories of the Plan of God.



(1)  The life beyond gnosis is the first category of the plan of God.  Eph 3:19, “And to come to know the love for Christ which goes beyond gnosis, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”



(a)  The life beyond gnosis is epignosis, which is the perception and metabolization of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.




(b)  The life beyond gnosis is the fulfillment of the plan of God through cognition of Bible doctrine.  The life beyond gnosis results in the reaching the three stages of spiritual adulthood.





i.  Cognitive self-confidence in spiritual self-esteem.





ii.  Cognitive independence in spiritual autonomy.





iii.  Cognitive invincibility in spiritual maturity.




(c)  The life beyond gnosis is a consistent function of post salvation epistemological rehabilitation.  This results in understanding and utilizing the ten problem solving devices.




(d)  There are three areas in which human beings must grow up.





(a)  When we are born, we must grow up as a human being by means of parental training, academic training, and the function of the laws of divine establishment.  We become an adult when we take the responsibility for our own personal decisions in life.





(b)  When we get married, we must grow up in marriage.





(c)  When we are born-again, we must grow up spiritually.  The life beyond gnosis refers to growing up spiritually after we have been born-again.  Therefore, it refers to the execution of the plan of God after salvation.  Growing up spiritually is often the means of growing up in the other two areas as well.




(e)  “To be filled with all the fullness of God” is the transition stage which parlays the life beyond gnosis of Eph 3:19 into the life beyond dreams of Eph 3:20.




(f)  Spiritual maturity and becoming an invisible hero, i.e., “being filled with all the fullness of God,” is the transition between the life beyond gnosis and the life beyond dreams.




(g)  “Being filled with all the fullness of God” means the maximum use of the ten problem solving devices of the plan of God.




(h)  “Being filled with all the fullness of God” means the distribution of your escrow blessings for time, the life beyond dreams.



(2)  The life beyond dreams is the second category of the plan. Eph 3:20, “Now to Him [God the Father] who is able to do infinitely more than all we ask or imagine on the basis of the power that works for us.”
2.  “who reconciled us to Himself through the agency of Christ,”

a.  God the Father reconciled us to Himself.  We never reconcile God to us.  That is blasphemy.


b.  Our Lord Jesus Christ being judged as a substitute for us on the cross is the agency by whom we are reconciled to God the Father.


c.  The Doctrine of Reconciliation.

3.  “and has given us the service of reconciliation,”

a.  Not only have we been reconciled to God the Father through the work of Christ on the cross, but God the Father has given to every Church Age believer the same service of reconciliation. 


b.  The service of reconciliation is our ministry to the unbeliever of bringing the offer of reconciliation to God the Father through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  This is part of our Christian service.  This is a grace ministry or service given to every Church Age believer as a part of our royal ambassadorship for Christ.


d.  This is our basic Christian service, and all of us have this service or ministry to the unbeliever.  We are all ambassadors for Christ.

4.  Panorama of Reconciliation, 2 Cor 5:18‑21.


1.  Verse 18, “Now all these things [baptism of the Spirit, new spiritual species, the assets of the Church Age] are from God [Father] who has reconciled us to Himself through Christ [agent of reconciliation], and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation.”


a.  The ministry of reconciliation is designed in exactly the same way that reconciliation itself was designed.  It was designed to be solely the work of God, not to be the work of man at all.  Man’s ability is never the issue.



b.  Since we have been given the ministry of reconciliation, this means that every believer must accurately understand exactly how he was saved and the Gospel.  We are to understand that the only issue is Jesus Christ, and then we can declare this.  Our responsibility is to make the issue clear, which you can do once you understand what Christ did for you.



c.  So once you understand the doctrine of reconciliation, your witness will be effective because God the Holy Spirit will do the work, using the doctrinal facts you communicate to others.  Every believer is to be a carrier and communicator of Bible doctrine.


2.  Verse 19 briefly mentions the doctrine of reconciliation because it is the basis of grace orientation.  Jesus Christ did the work, we are reconciled to God the Father, the Holy Spirit reveals it, and we are merely the recipients.  “Namely that God [the Father as reconciler] by means of Christ [agent of reconciliation] was reconciling the world to Himself [unlimited atonement] by not imputing their sins to them, and He entrusted to us the doctrine of reconciliation.”


a.  Note that God “was reconciling the world,” not just the elect.  This is unlimited atonement.  Christ did not die spiritually just for the elect.



b.  Reconciliation is a major doctrine in orienting to grace and to understand the importance of your scale of values.  Your priorities must put relationship with God before relationship with people.


3.  Verse 20, “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ as though God was making an appeal through us; we invite you on behalf of Christ:  become reconciled to God.”


a.  Being an ambassador is one of our two royal commissions in this unique Church Age.



b.  Notice that you cannot simply live your life in such a manner as to represent Christ.  You must communicate the Gospel in a language understandable by the recipient.  You must speak to others.



c.  Man becomes reconciled to God, not vice versa.  God the Son removed the barriers between God and man through His salvation work on the Cross, therefore establishing peace.  The peace is ratified through personal faith in Jesus Christ.  Man is reconciled to God through faith in Jesus Christ; no work, action, or human system will work.


4.  There are two categories of reconciliation mentioned in verse 21. “He [God the Father] caused Him [God the Son] who had no sin [impeccability of Christ] to become sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God by means of Him.”  The first category of reconciliation is that Christ became sin for us.  The second category is what Jesus Christ provides through the Cross:  the imputation of divine righteousness so we can live in the presence of God forever.

�  Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell) 1981.
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