2 Corinthians 4:8



- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “in every respect or way, in everything.”
  With this we have the nominative masculine first person plural present passive participle from the verb THLIBW, which means “be afflicted, distressed.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to communicators of Bible doctrine.


The present tense is a durative present for a state or condition that has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and other communicators of doctrine receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Being afflicted in every way”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the negative OU, meaning “not” and the nominative masculine first person plural present passive participle from the verb STENOCHWREW, which means “be confined, restricted; to be hard pressed”
 “to be in serious circumstances, with the implication of no escape or way out - ‘to be in great trouble, to be hemmed in with difficulty,’ ‘often suffering but not completely crushed’ or ‘often in difficulty but never completely overwhelmed’.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to communicators of Bible doctrine.


The present tense is a durative present for a state or condition that has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and other communicators of doctrine receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“but not overwhelmed;”

- is the nominative masculine first person plural present passive participle from the verb APOREW, which “in the active voice means to be without means or resource; and so, to be at a loss, be in doubt, uncertain, be puzzled.  In the passive voice it means to be left wanting, left unprovided for.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to communicators of Bible doctrine.


The present tense is a durative present for a state or condition that has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and other communicators of doctrine receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“being left unprovided for,”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the nominative masculine first person plural present passive participle from the verb EXAPOREOMAI, which means “to be in great doubt or difficulty.”
 

The nominative masculine plural refers to communicators of Bible doctrine.


The present tense is a durative present for a state or condition that has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and other communicators of doctrine receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“but not in great difficulty,”
2 Cor 4:8 corrected translation
“Being afflicted in every way, but not overwhelmed; being left unprovided for, but not in great difficulty,”
Explanation:
1.  “Being afflicted in every way”

a.  Paul and the members of his team were constantly under pressure from all kinds of difficulties.


b.  This phrase looks back to Paul’s statement in 2 Cor 1:4-10, “who (God the Father) comforts [and encourages] us at the time of our every trouble [pressure, affliction, distress, tribulation], so that we are able to comfort [and encourage] those in every difficult circumstance by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are in abundance toward us, so because of Christ our comfort and encouragement also exists in abundance.  Moreover, if we are afflicted and we are, [it is] for your comfort [encouragement] and deliverance.  If we are comforted [encouraged] and we are, [it is] for your comfort [and encouragement], which [comfort and encouragement] becomes effective by means of the endurance of the same sufferings, which we also endure.  Moreover our confidence [is] firm [strong, steadfast] with reference to you, knowing that just as we are sharers of these sufferings, so also [we are sharers] of this comfort and encouragement.  For I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, about our affliction, which occurred in Asia, that to an extraordinary degree beyond strength we were burdened, so that we were in utter despair even of life.  But we ourselves had the verdict of death against ourselves, so that we might not depend on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead, who rescued us from so great a danger of death and will deliver [us], in Whom we have absolute confidence.  Indeed He will yet deliver [us].”


c.  There are four categories of affliction.



(1)  Pressure is the affliction of any outside adversity in life that attacks your soul to cause panic, worry, fear, hysteria, that is, any emotional sin of thinking that God does not have control of the circumstances of our life.




(a)  Emotional sins are blasphemy against God.




(b)  Emotional sins occur because we assume that everything in our life is out of control because God has lost control of the situation.  God has never lost control of anything.  There are no accidents in life, just as there is no such thing as luck.  Everything happens for an exact purpose and reason, whether it is God permitting certain demon activity to create confusion in our life, or other people making wrong decisions as a part of the freedom issue of the angelic conflict.



(2)  Trouble is the affliction of unfair and unjust treatment from others due to one’s own bad decisions, the bad decisions of others, or as discipline from God.



(3)  Distress is the emotional sins of discouragement, despondency, disappointment, grief, or anguish.




(a)  This is emotional adversity we bring on ourselves by our own thinking. 




(b)  The word of God or Bible doctrine in our souls is God the Father’s system of counterattack against this type of thinking.



(4)  Tribulation is historical disaster brought on by the bad decisions of others, which causes both physical and mental suffering to put pressure on us.


d.  So Paul received mental, physical, and emotional affliction from outside sources of pressure on his soul.
2.  “but not overwhelmed;”

a.  But he was never overwhelmed by all of the outside pressure.


b.  He was not overwhelmed because he had the treasure of the One who shines forth in our hearts, producing the extraordinary quality of the power.


c.  The indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit plus the illumination of Scripture in his soul kept Paul and the members of his team from being overwhelmed by the outside pressures of adversity and affliction in life.


d.  We feel the pressure of affliction in all kinds of ways, but we are not overwhelmed by that pressure because of the filling of the Spirit in our souls and Bible doctrine in our souls.


e.  We have a double defense against the pressures of affliction.


f.  There is no pressure in life, no affliction of any kind that cannot be handled easily by the filling of God the Holy Spirit controlling the soul and Bible doctrine being recalled and correctly applied to the situation.

3.  “being left unprovided for,”

a.  Paul and his team were frequently on their own and unprovided for by other believers.


b.  The Jerusalem church was too poor to support him; they were asking for financial support from him.


c.  The churches of Colossae, Laodicea, Hierapolis, Ephesus, Pergamum, Sardis and the rest of Asia Minor had only been in existence for about five years and were just getting themselves established.


d.  The churches in Thessalonica and Philippi were even younger and just getting on their feet.


e.  Therefore, Paul often had to provide for himself and his own needs through his own physical labor of tent making.


f.  It was not until a few years later, when Paul received a large financial gift from the Philippians, that he became financially secure.


g.  But during the first five years of his missionary travels times were tough and he was frequently left without being provided for by others.

4.  “but not in great difficulty,”

a.  This verb is an intensification of the previous verb.  The previous verb APOREW meant to be left unprovided for.  This verb is EXAPOREW, which means to be completely and totally unprovided for, that is, to be destitute.


b.  With the negative OUK this verb means that Paul and his team were never completely destitute.


c.  The logistical grace of God always provided just enough for them, so that they had food, shelter, and clothing.


d.  Other believers may not have been able to help financially, but they were not in great difficulty financially.  Times were tough, but they were not hopeless.


e.  Paul was never in doubt about God providing for all of his needs in Christ Jesus.  Phil 4:19, “And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
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