2 Corinthians 4:3




- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  This is followed by the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  Then we have a periphrastic perfect construction, which consists of the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be” with the nominative neuter singular perfect passive participle from the verb KALUPTW, which means “to be hidden.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the gospel) receives the action of being hidden.


The participle is circumstantial and used with the finite verb EIMI to constitute a compound tense-form.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our gospel.”

“And even if our gospel is veiled, and it is,”

 - is the preposition EN plus the dative of disadvantage from the masculine plural articular present middle/passive participle from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to be ruined, to be destroyed.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The middle/passive voice indicates that the unbeliever receives the action of being destroyed and that they are intimately involved in that process by their own negative volition.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have another perfect periphrastic construction, consisting of the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be” plus the nominative neuter singular perfect passive participle from the verb KALUPTW, meaning “to be hidden.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the gospel) receives the action of being hidden.


The participle is circumstantial and used with the finite verb EIMI to constitute a compound tense-form.

“it is hidden from those who are being destroyed,”
2 Cor 4:3 corrected translation
“And even if our gospel is veiled, and it is, it is hidden from those who are being destroyed,”

Explanation:
1.  “And even if our gospel is veiled, and it is,”

a.  Paul continues his thought with a first class conditional sentence, which is a statement of truth as the premise for his conclusion.


b.  Paul’s premise is that the message of salvation through faith alone in Christ is veiled.  As we have seen it is veiled by Satan as a function of spiritual death.


c.  The veiling of the gospel from the understanding of the unbeliever is all a part of Satan’s strategy.



(1)  Satan’s greatest strategy is the doctrinal attack on the Cross with its principle of salvation by faith alone.  This attack is accomplished by adding various types of works to salvation, such as:  making Christ lord of your life, walking an aisle or raising your hand, inviting Christ into your heart or into your life, etc.  Satan must obscure the fact that salvation is by faith alone.



(2)  Satan has two other doctrinal attacks on the Cross.




(a)  Limited atonement is a great doctrinal attack upon the Cross.  Christ died for the sins of the entire world, not just for the sins of the elect.  Satan had a strategy regarding the Cross:  to eliminate the idea that man has a free will, a volition—the idea that Christ died for all members of the human race so that they could make a choice.




(b)  The erroneous idea that Christ bled to death on the Cross.  The blood of Christ is a metaphor for redemption, reconciliation, propitiation, imputation, unlimited atonement, and justification.  This strategy attempts to confuse people into believing that Christ died physically (rather than spiritually) for our sins.


d.  Satan has a strategy concerning the unbeliever.



(1)  He blinds the unbeliever’s mind to the gospel and motivates every form of unbeliever reversionism, 2 Pet 2; 2 Cor 4:3‑4; Lk 8:12; 2 Thes 2:7‑10, Rom 1:18ff.  He takes the gospel away from their right lobes so that they may not believe.



(2)  When Satan cannot deceive through good and evil, he uses religion, Col 2:8; Rev 13:11ff.  He uses religion to blind the mind.



(3)  Whenever the unbeliever rejects establishment or the believer rejects doctrine or establishment, he falls into the Satanic sphere of influence.



(4)  Satan’s strategy regarding the cosmic dynaspheres is found in 2 Cor 4:3‑4 and 2 Thes 2:7‑10.

2.  “it is hidden from those who are being destroyed,”

a.  The understanding of the reality and truth of the gospel message that salvation is through faith alone in Christ alone is hidden behind the veil of spiritual death and Satan’s strategy of distraction from the unbeliever.


b.  The one being destroyed here is the unbeliever.  The unbeliever is in the process of being destroyed from the point of physical birth.



(1)  At birth we all receive spiritual death.



(2)  As we live in Satan’s kingdom, he does everything he can to distract us from believing in Christ.




(a)  He keeps people entertained with both the morality of religion and the immorality of life, so they think they have no need of salvation.




(b)  He keeps some people in a state of pride that they are good enough to live with God forever and have no need of salvation.




(c)  He keeps some people in a state of guilt so that they think they are not good enough to live with God forever, and so never believe God’s offer of forgiveness.



(3)  So Satan does everything possible to confuse the issue of simple salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.




(a)  He blinds our minds with the erroneous assumption that there is no God.




(b)  He blinds our minds with false information about how to be saved through various religions.




(c)  He blinds our minds with the false conception that Jesus Christ was not really the Son of God, did not really come to die spiritually for our sins, and that believing in Him is no different than believing in any other “good man.”




(d)  He blinds our minds with the false doctrine that we are saved by adding other thoughts to faith in Christ in order to make our faith “complete.”




(e)  He blinds our minds to the need for salvation by keeping us busy with work and entertained with the pleasures of life.


c.  Therefore, the unbeliever goes from the cradle to the grave being deceived and lied to by Satan, his world system, his religions, and his false teachers all of his life.


d.  The veil of obscurity clouds the soul of the unbeliever, who has no ability to lift the veil even when he has the natural desire or motivation to want to know something about God.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit must lift the veil for him.
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