2 Corinthians 4:11




- is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the adverb of time AEI, which has three meanings: “(1) always; (2) from the beginning; (3) and of a frequent recurring action or situation, continually, constantly.”
  The third meaning applies here.  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” and referring to believers.  With this we have the nominative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”  The participle is used as a substantive and should be translated “the living” or “the living ones.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “to or for death.”  Then we have the first person plural present passive indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, meaning “to be delivered over.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which states a present fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that believers receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “because of Jesus.”

“For we, the living, are constantly being delivered over for death because of Jesus,”

 - is the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that,” which is used to introduce a purpose clause plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “the life” with the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun IĒSOUS, meaning “of Jesus.”  The entire subject is “the life of Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to be revealed, be made known, become visible.”


The aorist tense is constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The life of Jesus receives the action of being revealed, becoming known to others.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and adjective THNĒTOS and the noun SARX with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in our mortal flesh.”
“in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our mortal flesh.”
2 Cor 4:11 corrected translation
“For we, the living, are constantly being delivered over for death because of Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our mortal flesh.”

Explanation:
1.  “For we, the living, are constantly being delivered over for death because of Jesus,”

a.  Paul clarifies his previous statement, so there will be no misunderstanding.


b.  Before, Paul discussed communicators of the word of God.  Now he brings in all the believers of the Church Age as those who are being persecuted by the unbeliever and the evil justice systems of Satan’s world.


c.  We, the living, are all Church Age believers at various places in the world.


d.  Not all believers everywhere in the world are constantly being persecuted.  But somewhere in the world at any given time some believers are being persecuted for believing in Christ.


e.  This persecution is not just a mild antagonism or hatred, but it is the desire to have us put to death.


f.  Make no mistake about it.  There are places where you could go and live and you would be hated and despised beyond your wildest imagination just because you believe in Christ.  You would not be tolerated, not be allowed to speak publicly, be ridiculed by others, have your children threatened, and be in danger of death from a mob at any public gathering.


g.  There were believers in the Roman Empire everyday who refused to worship the Emperor and were crucified for it.


h.  There were believers everyday who refused to join in the social life of the pagan temples and were ostracized and ridiculed for it.


i.  There were believers everyday who had abandoned their former religion (Judaism) and were hated and hunted down as criminals.


j.  Religious freedom has never been free.  It is a right that is paid for at the cost of the life of the saints who fight for it.  We take it for granted because we have never had to fight for it.

2.  “in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our mortal flesh.”

a.  In the last half of this verse Paul answers the question why some believers have to suffer as martyrs or be persecuted severely.


b.  The purpose for any martyrdom is the glorification of Christ, not the person being martyred.


c.  The greatest martyrs are those who are not famous in life, but invisible heroes who become famous at death because they are occupied with Christ.  This was the case with the first Christian martyr, Stephen.  He was unknown prior to his martyrdom and his martyrdom was a testimony to his occupation with Christ.


d.  The life of Jesus again refers to the spiritual life of any Church Age believer.  It is the same spiritual life that our Lord had, being filled with the Holy Spirit and living based upon the teaching of the word of God.


e.  The spiritual life is an invisible life of thinking and occupation with Christ.  This invisible life becomes very evident when a Christian is martyred.  It is evident because that believer is willing to die for his faith.


f.  Paul’s use of the phrase “mortal flesh” indicates that he is thinking about the temporary status of life on earth.  Therefore, the last chance a believer has to reveal the spiritual life of occupation with Christ is while he or she is dying.


g.  God saves the best for last.  Our greatest opportunity to reveal the spiritual life of our Lord is at the time of our dying and death.  Invisible heroes do this magnificently.  Even if an invisible hero dies alone in a prison cell, his death is still witnessed by billions of angels.


h.  False systems of martyrdom or Pseudo Martyrdom.



(1)  There is a pseudo spiritual life of martyrdom, in which a morally degenerate believer thinks they are being persecuted, when in fact they are just loser believers.  This martyrdom complex is accompanied by self-righteousness.  These believers live under the illusion of always being unjustly treated.  They feel very sorry for themselves.  When they run out of sympathy from others, they do something desperate.  They suffer from jealousy and possessiveness of others.  Sometimes these people find each other and form organizations which attack the government or other groups of people.



(2)  Some believers live their lives in guilt, which also produces a false psychological system of thinking called a martyrdom complex.



(3)  Some believers are rejected by others because they are idiots.  These believers assume they are martyrs and live a pseudo spiritual life of feeling sorry for themselves or falsely believing they are glorifying the Lord by being rejected by others.



(4)  Some believers deliberately give their bodies over for martyrdom in an attempt to become great spiritually.  This is truly a dead work (both literally and figuratively).  Self-sacrifice without virtue-love is meaningless, 1 Cor 13:3.  If I deliver over my body to some kind of martyrdom and it is done in emotion, then it is not a part of the spiritual life.  Paul did not think of these martyrs as being great heroes, because their martyrism was oriented to self rather oriented to God.  Martyrdom oriented to self is a major problem of self-pity.  Self-imposed martyrdom is not true martyrdom.  True Christian martyrdom depends on the antagonism of others, therefore, the volition of others.  A martyr does not become a martyr by his own volition, but by the volition of those who are antagonistic to Christianity.  Self-imposed martyrdom is a sign of being in perpetual carnality for many years without the use of rebound.  Therefore, self-imposed martyrdom is the status of perpetual carnality leading to the sin unto death.



(5)  Martyrdom must be oriented to God and must be based on standing for something that is truth from the word of God.  True martyrdom is always oriented to Bible doctrine, not to self. The only true martyrdom is when we have taken an accurate stand, based on the word of God, about something of doctrine that is important, like salvation, freedom, etc.  None of these false systems of thinking apply to this verse.



(6)  Legitimate martyrdom glorifies God.  Arrogant martyrdom glorifies the believer.


i.  Paul certainly had Stephen in mind when he wrote these words, and Stephen was a true Christian martyr.  The spiritual life of the humanity of Christ was revealed to Paul in the death of Stephen and Paul never forgot it.  Stephen’s true martyrdom had a lasting impact on the thinking of Paul.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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