2 Corinthians 3:9




- is the postpositive causal or illative use of the conjunction GAR, which “is sometimes repeated.  It occurs twice either to introduce several arguments for the same assertion or to have one clause confirm the other, or to have various assertions of one and the same sentence confirmed one after the other.  It occurs three times Mt 16:25-7; Lk 9:24-6; Rom 4:13-15; 2 Cor 3:9-11; four times Mk 8:35-8; Rom 1:16-18; even five times 1 Cor 9:15-17.”
  The causal or illative use of GAR is translated, “For, or Because.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the dative of possession from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA, which means “belonging to the ministry.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun KATAKRISIS, which means “of condemnation as in I do not say this for the purpose of condemnation,” 2 Cor 7:3.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun DOXA, which means “glory.”  The present active indicative from the verb EIMI is implied by ellipsis because of the predicate nominative DOXA.  The literal sentence says, “Because if [there is] glory belongs to the ministry of condemnation, and it does, …”  However, in English we state the dative of possession differently as:

“Because if the ministry of condemnation has glory, and it does,”

 - is the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular adjective POLUS, meaning “much, more, greater” and when used with the comparative adverb MALLON, it forms an idiom, which means “much more, to a much greater degree, more certainly.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PERISSEUW, which means “to be more than enough, be left over; be present in abundance; to greatly surpasses; someone has something in abundance; to have an abundance; something comes or is available to someone in great abundance: the grace of God Rom 5:15; Christ’s sufferings 2 Cor 1:5a.  To be extremely rich or abundant, overflow 2 Cor 9:12. The thing in which the wealth consists is added in the dative  to be extremely rich in glory 2 Cor 3:9.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth of doctrine, which is always true.


The active voice indicates that the ministry of righteousness produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the subject of this verb in the nominative feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA, which means “the ministry.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “of righteousness.”  The entire subject is “the ministry of righteousness.”  Finally, we have the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “in the sphere of glory.”
“to a much greater degree the ministry of righteousness greatly surpasses in the sphere of glory.”
2 Cor 3:9 corrected translation
“Because if the ministry of condemnation has glory, and it does, to a much greater degree the ministry of righteousness greatly surpasses in the sphere of glory.”
Explanation:
1.  “Because if the ministry of condemnation has glory, and it does,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of his previous statement by giving the reason why this is true.


b.  Again he uses a first class conditional sentence with an a fortiori conclusion.


c.  Here we have the protasis of the conditional sentence, which states that the ministry of condemnation had glory associated with glory.


d.  The ministry of condemnation is an explanation of the ministry of death previously mentioned.


e.  The ministry of spiritual death is the same as the ministry of condemnation.



(1)  At the moment of physical birth every member of the human race has Adam’s original sin imputed to his or her genetically formed sin nature.



(2)  The sin nature was created by Adam when he sinned deliberately, knowing exactly what he was doing.



(3)  His personal sin of eating from the forbidden fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil produced the sin nature genetically in his human body.



(4)  That sin nature is then passed down physically from father to son or daughter in copulation and procreation.



(5)  At the moment a person is born, God imputes Adam’s original sin to that genetically formed sin nature.



(6)  Having a sin nature with the imputation of Adam’s original sin demands condemnation from the righteousness of God.



(7)  God condemns every person who is ever born with spiritual death.



(8)  This is the ministry of condemnation or the ministry of death.


f.  The glory of God is manifest whenever His righteousness and justice acts.


g.  When the Lord Jesus Christ gave the Law to Moses, it was an act of the righteousness and justice of God.


h.  Therefore, the glory of God was manifest on the face of Moses as Paul explained in the previous verse.


i.  So the ministry of condemnation very definitely had the glory of God associated with it.


j.  But this manifestation of glory only involved one person—Moses.

2.  “to a much greater degree the ministry of righteousness greatly surpasses in the sphere of glory.”

a.  This is the apodosis or conclusion of the conditional sentence.


b.  The ministry of righteousness is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit making every person who believes in Christ righteous in God’s eyes.



(1)  At the moment of the new birth or regeneration, God the Holy Spirit creates a human spirit and imputes God’s very own righteousness to that human spirit.



(2)  The imputation of divine righteousness to the divinely created human spirit is called regeneration.



(3)  This ministry of righteousness occurs to every person who believes in Christ.


c.  Therefore, whereas the ministry of condemnation had glory associated with it for only one man—Moses, the ministry of righteousness has glory associated with it for all men who believe in Christ.


d.  Therefore, the ministry of righteousness greatly surpasses in the sphere of glory the glory associated with the ministry of condemnation.


e.  This is an inescapable conclusion with which none of the Corinthian believers could argue.


f.  Paul has proven with irrefutable logic that the Corinthian believers “are a letter of Christ, having been carried and delivered by us, having been written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God.”
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