2 Corinthians 3:5




- is the negative adverb OUCH, meaning “not” plus the conjunction HOTI, which is used in “ellipsis equivalent to ‘I do not say that’ not that, not as if as in Jn 6:46; 7:22; 2 Cor 1:24; 3:5; Phil 3:12; 4:11; 2 Thes 3:9.”
  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the first person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “from the source of ourselves.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective HIKANOS, and has two meanings: “(1) sufficient, adequate, large enough, also generally large, much of number and quantity; (2) fit, appropriate, competent, qualified, able, with the connotation worthy.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “we are.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers, but especially Paul and his team, produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Not that we are competent [qualified, able or worthy] from the source of ourselves”
- is the aorist deponent middle infinitive from the verb LOGIZOMAI, which means “to think (about), consider, ponder, let one’s mind dwell on Phil 4:8; Jn 11:50; Heb 11:19; 2 Cor 10:11, 7; Lk 24:1.  Have in mind, propose, purpose 2 Cor 10:2a. Think out something Ps 51:4.  Reason or make plans HWS NĒPIOS like a child 1 Cor 13:11.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, which explains or modifies the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anything, something.”  This is followed by the conjunction HWS, which is used here to “introduce the characteristic quality of a person, thing, or action, etc., referred to in the context.   Here it introduces a quality that exists only in someone’s imagination or is based solely on someone’s statement as in: as though you (as you think) had not received? 1 Cor 4:7.  HWS ME ERCHOMENOU MOU as though I were not coming (according to their mistaken idea) 1 Cor 4:18.”
  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “from the source of ourselves.”
“to consider anything as though [coming] from the source of ourselves,”
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HIKANOTĒS, meaning “fitness, capability, qualification, ability, worthiness, competency”
 and “the state of being adequate or qualified for something - ‘adequacy, qualification.’”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from the source of God.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI = [is].
“but our competency [qualification, ability or worthiness] [is] from the source of God,”
2 Cor 3:5 corrected translation
“Not that we are competent [qualified, able or worthy] from the source of ourselves to consider anything as though [coming] from the source of ourselves, but our competency [qualification, ability or worthiness] [is] from the source of God,”
Explanation:
1.  “Not that we are competent [qualified, able or worthy] from the source of ourselves”

a.  Having made the statement that he and his team has confidence in God, Paul does not want to appear presumptuous or arrogant to the Corinthians.  So he makes a qualifying statement to explain that this confidence he has is not based on anything intrinsically valuable in himself.


b.  So Paul makes a direct declaration that no one on his team, and by application no believer in the Church Age, is competent or qualified or able or worthy in and of ourselves to have confidence in God.



(1)  We are not competent to have confidence in God, because our sin nature rejects anything but self as an object of confidence.  Confidence in self comes from arrogance of the soul and is a function of the sin nature’s control of the soul.  Our sin nature has no confidence in anyone or anything else.  The sin nature distrusts everyone but ourselves.



(2)  We are not qualified to have confidence in God from the source of ourselves, because we are intrinsically unrighteous.  The best any man can have is self-righteousness.  Self-righteousness keeps us from having any confidence in God; for self-righteousness is another part of arrogance from the sin nature.



(3)  We are not able to have confidence in God from the source of ourselves, because from the source of ourselves we are preoccupied with ourselves.  Arrogance is preoccupation with self rather than occupation with God.  The sin nature is preoccupied with what it wants.  It is not able to think about anyone else but self.  Therefore, we cannot have confidence in God from the source of ourselves.



(4)  We are not worthy from the source of ourselves to have confidence in God.  We are not worthy because of our sin nature, our unrighteousness, and our preoccupation with self.


c.  Therefore, there is nothing intrinsically from the source of ourselves that will ever cause us to have confidence in God.

2.  “to consider anything as though [coming] from the source of ourselves,”

a.  The word “anything” is critical here.  It refers to anything regarding the spiritual life and our relationship with God.


b.  Nothing in the spiritual life comes from the source of ourselves.  Everything we receive, we receive from the source of God.  Everything we have is given to us from the love of God as a function of His grace, His righteousness, and His justice.


c.  We are not competent, qualified, able or worthy to consider anything in the spiritual life as though [coming] from the source of ourselves.



(1)  We are not competent to consider anything in the spiritual life as though coming from ourselves, because we have not lived a perfect, sinless life.  The spiritual life was designed by God the Father and given to God the Son as the prototype spiritual life for the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union.  Our Lord lived this spiritual life through the power of Bible doctrine in His soul and the filling of the Holy Spirit perfectly.  He is the only person, who has ever been competent to live a perfect spiritual life.  Since we commit personal sins, we are not competent to live the spiritual life.  Therefore, the spiritual life cannot come from the source of ourselves because we are not competent in and of ourselves to live this spiritual life.  Therefore, the spiritual life must be given to us by God.



(2)  We are not qualified to consider anything in the spiritual life as though coming from ourselves, because from the source of ourselves we are carnal, not spiritual.  The spiritual life comes from God the Holy Spirit and is given to us as a gracious gift from the love of God the Father and God the Son at the moment we believe in Christ.  Only God the Holy Spirit can give the spiritual life of the Church Age to believers.  Since we are not God, we are not qualified to consider the spiritual life as though coming from ourselves.



(3)  We are not able to consider anything in the spiritual life as though coming from ourselves, because as an unbeliever or in carnality the human spirit does not function.  The human spirit is the immaterial apparatus given to us by God the Holy Spirit at salvation that gives us the ability to understand spiritual phenomena.  The human spirit does not function when we are in a state of carnality.  Without the filling of the Holy Spirit, the human spirit does not work.  We cannot understand anything of the things of God.  Therefore, we have no spiritual understanding or comprehension.



(4)  We are not worthy to consider anything in the spiritual life as though coming from ourselves, because we have not lived a sinless life, because we are carnal, and because our human spirit cannot and will not function in the spiritual life without the filling of God the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, whether in total depravity as an unbeliever or in carnality as a believer, we are not worthy to live the spiritual life, which only God can provide and empower us to execute.
3.  “but our competency [qualification, ability or worthiness] [is] from the source of God,”

a.  In contrast to the fact we are not competent, qualified, able, or worthy in and of ourselves with regard to anything in the spiritual life, all of these things come from the source of God.


b.  Our spiritual competency comes from the doctrine flowing through our stream of consciousness.  This is dependent upon the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit as our Mentor or Teacher.


c.  Our spiritual qualification comes from the imputation of the perfect righteousness of God the Father, which God the Holy Spirit does as a part of regeneration, when He creates our human spirit and imputes God the Father’s perfect righteousness to it the moment we believe in Christ.


d.  Our spiritual ability comes from the filling of God the Holy Spirit.  He provides the power, the ability for us to function in and execute the spiritual life.


e.  Our spiritual worthiness comes from the baptism of the Holy Spirit, who enters us into union with Christ, so that we share everything that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has, including His sonship, heirship, righteousness, eternal life, priesthood, election, destiny, heritage, and spiritual life.

4.  Everything we receive from the source of God has to do with the ministries of God the Holy Spirit.  There are seven ministries of God the Holy Spirit to the Church Age believer at the moment of salvation.


a.  Efficacious grace.  God the Holy Spirit takes the faith alone in Christ alone of the spiritually dead unbeliever and makes it effective for salvation.  The call of God to believe in Christ comes from God the Holy Spirit making the gospel clear to the unbeliever—common grace.  The Holy Spirit put His seal on our efficacious grace, guaranteeing that our non-meritorious faith in Christ is effective for salvation.  You are saved by grace through faith alone.  God the Holy Spirit only makes faith alone effective for salvation.  He never makes emotion effective for salvation.  The false doctrine of efficacious grace states that God the Holy Spirit works upon the human will to cause you to believe in Christ.  Efficacious grace does not occur until after you make the decision to believe in Christ.  Efficacious grace works on the faith of the spiritually dead unbeliever, not upon the will or the volition of the unbeliever.


b.  Regeneration or being born again, Tit 3:5; 1 Pet 1:23.  Mankind emerges from the womb with biological life and spiritual death.  At the moment of birth, God creates the immortal soul life and imputes it to biological life.  Jesus said to a religious Pharisee, “You must be born again.”  At the moment we believe in Christ, God the Holy Spirit creates a human spirit and then God the Father imputes His very own eternal life to that human spirit.  That is being born again.  Human life puts us in a hopeless status--spiritual death; regeneration makes us spiritually alive.  Regeneration is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit at salvation in creating a human spirit, which causes the believer to become instantly trichotomous--body, soul, and spirit, 1 Thes 5:23; Phile 25.  The soul is the residence of human life; the human spirit is the residence of eternal life.


c.  The baptism of the Spirit is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit of taking every new believer and entering him into union with the person of Jesus Christ.  We are in union with Christ forever.  This is how the Holy Spirit makes Christ Lord.  You cannot make Christ Lord.  This is positional sanctification.  At the same time as entering us into union with Christ, a new spiritual species is created.  Race, culture, and gender are no longer an issue.  This adds up to equal privilege and equal opportunity to execute the plan of God for the Church.  In addition, we are royal family of God and have the eternal life of Christ.  We have a double portion of eternal life.  We are also the sons of God.  We are joint-heirs with Christ.  We share His election and His destiny, Acts 1:5; 1 Cor 12:13; Gal 3:26-28; Eph 4:4-5.  The baptism of the Spirit is not an experience, not an emotion.


d.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20; 2 Cor 6:16.  The Holy Spirit dwells in the body of every believer as of the moment of faith in Christ for the purpose of making the body of the believer a temple of the Holy Spirit.  Your body is made a temple of the Holy Spirit for the indwelling of Christ.  Just as in the Age of Israel, when Jesus Christ dwelt in the Tabernacle and later the Temple as the Shekinah Glory as a guarantee of blessing to Israel, so He now indwells the body of each believer as a guarantee of escrow blessings for time and eternity.


e.  The filling of the Holy Spirit occurs at the moment of salvation by God the Holy Spirit entering us into our very own palace—the operational spiritual life.  When we sin, we grieve the Holy Spirit and are no longer in fellowship with God the Father and lose the filling of the Holy Spirit.  When we acknowledge our sin or sins to God the Father, then the Holy Spirit places us back into fellowship with God.


f.  The distribution of spiritual gifts occurs at the moment of salvation.  The Lord Jesus Christ was involved in the initial distribution of spiritual gifts at the beginning of the Church Age, Eph 4:7-8.  But subsequently, God the Holy Spirit became the person distributing all spiritual gifts, 1 Cor 12.  All of these gifts are necessary for the function of the team.  These gifts only function under the filling of the Spirit plus the metabolization of doctrine.


g.  The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit, Eph 1:13-14; Eph 4:30.  This is a guarantee of His ministry of efficacious grace, of eternal life, of eternal security, of our portfolio of invisible assets, and of a resurrection body.  Eph 1:13, “In whom also when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation--in whom also when you believed, you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit with reference to the promise [that anyone who believes in Christ has eternal life].”  The sealing ministry of God the Holy Spirit is His signature guarantee of five different things.



(1)  The guarantee of the ministry of efficacious grace.



(2)  The guarantee that you have eternal life.



(3)  The guarantee that you have eternal security in time.



(4)  The guarantee of your very own portfolio of invisible assets.



(5)  The guarantee that you will have a resurrection body forever.
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