2 Corinthians 3:2
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- is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun EPISTOLĒ with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our letter.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  With this we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”


The present tense is a durative present for a state or condition that has begun in the past and continues in the present.  This is present linear aktionsart.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produce the action of being the apostle’s letter.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that the Corinthian church was the living proof of salvation by faith in Christ.

“You keep on being our letter,”

- is the nominative feminine singular perfect passive participle from the verb EGGRAPHW, which means “to write in something, to record, to inscribe; to be written.”


The nominative feminine singular refers to the Corinthian church.


The perfect tense is a consummative or extensive perfect, which is the perfect of completed action.  The emphasis is on the past, completed action.  This use approaches the meaning of the aorist tense.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers receive the action of being written.


Then participle is circumstantial, which adds an additional thought to the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA, meaning “in hearts” but used figuratively for the stream of consciousness of the soul.  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”

“having been written in our stream of consciousness,”

 - is the nominative feminine singular present passive participle from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to be known” in the passive voice, with the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative feminine singular present passive participle from the verb ANAGINWSKW, which means “to read.”


The perfect tense of both participles is an aoristic perfect, which is used to merely state the action without reference to a continuing result.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian church receives the action of being known and read by others.


The participles are both circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency (which indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice) from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “by all” and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men.”

“being known and being read by all men,”
2 Cor 3:2 corrected translation
“You keep on being our letter, having been written in our stream of consciousness, being known and being read by all men,”

Explanation:
1.  “You keep on being our letter,”

a.  The Corinthian church was an open public letter on the front pages of the Roman Empire Times for everyone to see and read.


b.  If ever there was a place that Christianity should not have taken hold, it was in Corinth.  It would be like a revival beginning in San Francisco in the heart of the gay community there.


c.  The Corinthian church was an astounding accomplishment by Paul and his team.  The evangelization of the Corinthians rocked and shocked the Roman world.


d.  Especially dumbfounded were the legalistic Jewish believers from Jerusalem.


e.  But from just after the Jerusalem council in 50 A.D., there was the Corinthian church, a large church with an overabundance of spiritual gifts, having a significant impact on paganism in the ancient world.


f.  What had happened in Corinth was public knowledge for all to see.  Being a port city on the trade routes, people were passing through all the time and the events in the city were well known throughout the Empire.


g.  The Corinthian church was a real jewel in Paul’s crowning achievements.  They were on fire for the gospel and tremendously positive to the teaching of the word of God for the first couple of years Paul was there.

2.  “having been written in our stream of consciousness,”

a.  Paul and his team wrote the letter.  The Corinthian church is the letter.  Paul and his team produced the Corinthian church by evangelizing them and teaching them Bible doctrine.


b.  The Corinthians were always in Paul’s thoughts.  They were in his thoughts when he first came to Greece and continued to be in his thoughts after he left Greece and taught in Ephesus.


c.  The stream of consciousness is the connected thoughts a person has from one moment to the next.  Paul and his team thought about the Corinthians a lot.  They cared about them; therefore, they thought about them.


d.  The Corinthian church was a letter written by Paul in his thoughts for the world to read.  Paul’s thoughts were public knowledge for all to read in the epistles he was writing for all of Christianity.  But on top of this Paul made public his thoughts about the Corinthian church and how well they were doing when he went back to Jerusalem, Acts 21:19.


e.  The positive volition of the Corinthian church to the gospel and word of God was always in Paul’s thoughts and he shared these thoughts with the world.

3.  “being known and being read by all men,”

a.  Paul’s thoughts about the positive volition in Corinth was well known to everyone else in the Roman world, both believer and unbeliever.  What had happened in Corinth was no secret.


b.  Not only was it known by word of mouth, passed on from one person to another, but Paul and Luke made it a permanent public record by recording it in the book of Acts and First Corinthians.


c.  Just as important, everyone who passed through or lived in Corinth could see and read for themselves the Christian lives of the believers of the Corinthian church.


d.  The Corinthian church was well known to all men.  They could see for themselves the impact that Christ was having in the lives of these people.  Paul was very proud of them and loved them because of it.
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